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Jesus replied, “If anyone loves Me, he will obey My tea​ching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 
He who does not love Me will not obey My teaching. These words you hear are not My own; they belong to the Father who sent Me.



“All this I have spoken while still with you. 
But the Coun​selor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 
Peace I leave with you; My peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.



“You heard Me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved Me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 
I have told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe. 
I will not speak with you much longer, for the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold on Me, 
but the world must learn that I love the Father and that I do exactly what My Father has commanded Me. Come now; let us leave.”


DO NOT LET YOUR HEARTS BE TROUBLED AND DO NOT BE AFRAID.  This is the need of our times, because so many hearts are troubled, and so many people are afraid.  They hear the prediction that the rapture is coming, and they think that that cannot be true, but still they are just a little bit afraid that it might be true, and what then?  They wonder if they are ready for that to happen, and what will be if it does happen?  Where will they be found if it does happen?  But then a sigh of relief because it didn’t happen—and yet Jesus will return sometime, and will they be found ready then?


DO NOT LET YOUR HEARTS BE TROUBLED AND DO NOT BE AFRAID.  People are worried about so many things.  How high does the price of gas have to rise before life as we know it is at an end?  What will happen if I don’t find a job?  What will happen if my very secure job ends?


We have so very many worries, but to all of them, Jesus says, DO NOT LET YOUR HEARTS BE TROUBLED AND DO NOT BE AFRAID.  He says that here because of two things.  First, He tells us that He has gone away, and second, He tells us that the Couselor has come.


The fact that Jesus has gone away is good news.  Jesus was speaking these words to His disciples on Maundy Thursday evening.  The following day, which we call Good Friday, He would be going away from them, for He would be crucified and buried.  A few days later, He would return to them after He rose from His grave, but a few weeks after that He would be ascending into heaven.  He would leave them with the promise that He would be with them always, but they would not see Him visibly present with them again.  He would be going away, and they thought that that was bad.


If your worst enemy goes away, that is good news.  If a war is over, that is good news.  If you recover from sickness, that is good news.  But how can it be good news if your best friend goes away?  Well, if your best friend gets a job and moves away to take that job, that is good news, at least for your friend.  In this case it is good news that our best Friend, our Lord Jesus, is going away because it means that His work is finished.


He came into our world to do a job, and He finished that job.  It was a time-consuming job, because He had to be here long enough to demon​strate that He really had done the job.  His job involved being perfect.  Have you ever tried to be perfect?  It’s not so hard to be perfect—for a few seconds maybe.  Just don’t do anything.  Maybe go to sleep.  But then you realize that there are some things you should be doing, but aren’t doing.  And then you realize how proud of yourself you are that you have been perfect for the past three seconds or so.  You see, it takes time to be perfect.  Jesus needed to be in our world long enough to demonstrate that He was perfect, including time to allow His enemies time to cross-examine Him and so demonstrate further that He was perfect.


His job also involved dying and rising again.  Dying doesn’t take all that long, in His case a few hours.  A few extremingly agonizing hours, a few excruciating hours, a few hours of having everyone but everyone as His mortal enemy.  Then He had to demonstrate that He really was dead, which took three days.  After He rose, there were a few weeks of instructing His disciples before He ascended into heaven.


DO NOT LET YOUR HEARTS BE TROUBLED, Jesus says, AND DO NOT BE AFRAID, because He is going away to the Father.  The very fact that He is going away means that His work for us is finished.  In that sense, it is very good news that Jesus is going away, because His work for us is finished.  He succeeded in gaining full forgiveness for all of our sins, and then He went away.  He succeeded in gaining the complete victory for us, and then He went away.  He stomped on the head of sin, death, and Satan, and then He went away.  He made us children of the heavenly Father, and then He went away.  He promised to be with us always—and He is—and then He went away.


Before He went away, He promised us the Counselor.  He said, “All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Coun​selor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; My peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”


The Counselor came in the most visible and audible way on Pen​tecost Sunday.  As we heard, they saw tongues of fire on each other’s head, they heard the sound of a mighty rushing wind—the Holy Spirit could, in a sense, also be called the Holy Wind—and they heard each other speaking in foreign languages that they had never before known, in fulfillment of Jesus’ pre-Ascension promise to them, “And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues.” Mk16v17.  There were one-of-a-kind events that accompanied the coming of the Holy Spirit on that first Christian Pente​cost.


But, of course, the Holy Spirit had already come to them in a much less visible and audible way.  When they had listened to the words of Jesus, the Holy Spirit had entered their hearts and led them to believe what they heard.  The Holy Spirit had been with them for quite some time already, working very quietly and unobtrusively on their hearts and in their lives.  Never again would they see tongues of fire on each other’s heads, never again would they hear the sound of a mighty rushing wind, and only on rare occasions would they “speak in new tongues.”  But the Holy Spirit, the Counselor, would be with them the rest of their lives.


The Counselor has also come to each of us.  The Counselor has come to us along with the water of Holy Baptism to work faith in our hearts, usually in our very small, baby-size heart.  The Counselor has come to us through the words of Scripture, through the words of Bible stories, perhaps told to us by our fathers and mothers, through our Confirmation instruction, and through the Lord’s Supper.  The Holy Spirit has many times led us to put our trust in Jesus, nurturing that faith, strengthening that faith.


The Counselor always come to us with two messages.  He does His alien work on us when He thunders the law at us, convicting us of our many sins and shortcomings, each of which call down the death penalty on us.  He does the work He delights to do when He points us over and over again to our dear Lord Jesus Christ, the Savior, the Sin-bearer, the One who is always with us.


The Holy Spirit does His work quietly, without fanfare, without drawing attention to Himself.  The Holy Spirit is God, equal to the Father and the Son, but He has been called the bashful member of the Holy Trinity because He never puts Himself forward, but always points us to Jesus.


DO NOT LET YOUR HEARTS BE TROUBLED AND DO NOT BE AFRAID.  But people’s hearts are troubled and they are afraid.  They are troubled and afraid because they are worried about a great many things, sin​fully worried about them.  We use the word “worry” with several meanings, perhaps a good meaning and a bad meaning.  The essence of worry is that we are concerned about something that will happen or may happen or even probably won’t happen, over which we have little or no control.  If we are worried in a good sense about this, we will take it to the Lord in prayer, because He does have control over all things.  But if we don’t take it to the Lord in prayer, then we are worrying in a bad sense, in a sinful sense.  We are thinking only of ourselves, seeing that we can’t handle it, and then obsessing over it.


People are worried a lot these days.  Their hearts are troubled.  Lots of people gave thought to Harold Camping’s ridiculous predictions.  How could they not?  The vast majority of people were troubled by Harold Camping’s predictions, but there were two kinds of people who weren’t troubled.  Atheists weren’t troubled, since they don’t believe in God, and thus don’t worry about judgment before God—at least when they are successful in convincing themselves that there is no God, which is always an uphill battle, since they know that there is a God who will condemn them.  The other kind of people who were not at all troubled by Harold Camping’s predictions is Christians, those who know and remember Jesus’ words about these things.  “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.… So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect Him.” Mt24v42,44.

People are worried and troubled, and you have the answer.  The answer is that Jesus has gone away, since He has finished His work.  The answer is that the Holy Spirit has come through Word and Sacraments to point us over and over and over again to Jesus, the Savior, who has finished His work for us and who is with us always.  You know people who need to know that, and you can help them.  Amen.
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