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Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 
We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.



If we have been united with Him like this in His death, we will certainly also be united with Him in His resurrection. 
For we know that our old self was crucified with Him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—
because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.



Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with Him. 
For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, He cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over Him. 
The death He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life He lives, He lives to God.



In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.


I have nearly 5000 people in my genealogy program.  Some are my ancestors, long since gone.  Some are spouses and distant cousins.  Many I have never met.  I find it very compelling every once in a while to add information to the genealogy.  Both my mother and my mother-in-law did much genealogical research, and I have incorporated all of their information in my program.


One thing I’ve done with the program is to print out a list or a chart of one of the grandchildren’s ancestors, so that they can see where they come from.  I’m on that list, but so are lots of other people.  The grand​children do have one-fourth of their genes from me.


This genealogy business is supposed to tell us where we came from, and thus it is supposed to tell us something about who we are today.  I’m not sure how much that actually works, since people are very often much different than their ancestors.  Even if you are descended from someone famous, very few of their genes actually come to you.


The apostle Paul is here describing our ancestry, in a sense, in order to tell us who we are today.  What he says here is true and valid for each one of us.  He basically tells us four things about ourselves: We have died, been buried, risen, and now live.  Two of those are not so good, but very neces​sary, and two of them are wonderful.


All of these things have come to us through our baptism.  That is something that happened long ago, when water was applied to us in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit—when God’s name was put on us for all time and for eternity.  Along with the water of Baptism, we received these four things, that we died, were buried, rose, and now live.


Paul writes, “Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?”  We think death is a bad thing, usually, but this death is good.  It isn’t at all what people talk about as “a good death,” by which they perhaps mean a death of their own choosing.  Sometimes people say they don’t want to linger, but want to die quickly.  But it’s very rare that loving family members will say such a thing: I hope you die quickly and don’t linger around!


The death that Paul writes about is a good death because it is a very necessary death.  It is in this same chapter of the Bible that the apostle Paul writes, “The wages of sin is death.” Ro6v23.  We have sin, there’s no doubt about that.  We could wax eloquent about all the sins and all the different kinds of sin we have, black and white sins, grey sins, and rainbow-colored sins.  Each of those sins call down the death penalty on us.  “The wages of sin is death.”  And death is so very permanent.  This death is very necessary for us, because of our sins.


But Baptism, Paul writes, has joined us to Jesus’ death for us.  Since He died, we do not need to.  His death counts for us.  His death was quite sufficient to cover all of our sins.  Baptism is our connection to Jesus’ death for us.  Because we have been baptized, we do not need to die ourselves for our sins, since Jesus has already died for us.  “The wages of sin is death” has already been satisfied for us in Jesus’ death for us.  Therefore, we have died, which is a good and necessary thing.


But more than that, we have been buried.  That can give people the shivers.  Even at a funeral these days, the pall bearers carry the casket to the platform prepared over the open grave, most of which is hidden from view.  There is the committal service, and then we all leave to go to the meal pre​pared for us.  After we leave, they lower the casket into the ground, they put the lid on top of the vault, they fill the hole with dirt and replace the sod.  Some people even have a terror of being buried alive.  Edgar Allen Poe wrote one of his short stories to capitalize on that fear, The Cask of Amontillado.


Paul writes, “We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death.”  Therefore, we have already been buried.  When Jesus was buried, it was the same as if we were buried.  When they laid Jesus in the tomb and rolled the stone in front of the tomb, it was the same as if we had been entombed there.  We were buried with Him.


The thing about burial is that it guarantees the preceding death.  It makes death seem so very permanent.  It is like the exclamation point on death.  He died, and then was buried, that is, He really, really did die.  That’s why Paul writes that “we were buried with Him through baptism into death.”  Our being buried with Jesus puts the seal on our having died as the wages of our sins.  Yes, we died for our sins, and we really did die for them, no doubt about it, because we were also buried with Him.  Therefore, all our sins are paid for completely.


Then follows the good stuff.  “Just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. If we have been united with Him like this in His death, we will certainly also be united with Him in His resurrection.”  Our baptism also ties us into Jesus’ resurrection.  On Easter Sunday morning, His very dead body lying in the grave came back to life.  Scripture says that the Father raised Jesus back to life, and also that Jesus raised Himself back to life.  Jesus then left the grave, before the stone was rolled away, and descended to hell to proclaim His victory—which is also our victory—over Satan.  Then He began ap​pearing to the women and to the disciples.  An angel came down from heaven and rolled the stone away from the grave so that the women and the disciples could look in and see that the grave was empty.


That is also our resurrection.  Jesus said, “Because I live, you also will live.” Jn14v19.  Our death will not be permanent, for Jesus will raise us back to life again.  Judgment Day can also be called Resurrection Day, the day when Jesus returns to raise all the dead to life again.  Jesus promises, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.” Jn11v25,26.  Resurrection just naturally follows.  Death was necessary because of our sin, but the death Jesus died for us pays for all our sins.  If our sins are paid for and gone, then there is no reason for us to remain dead, so naturally we rise from our graves on the last day.


And that gives us a completely fresh start at life.  A fresh start can be a very good thing.  A new job, a new home, a new career—all can give us the chance to start over fresh.  We can clean out all the old stuff that we no longer use or need and get rid of it.  We can look over the ruts we’ve fallen into and climb out of them.  We can look over our habits and reevaluate them.  We can focus our minds on a new and interesting task which is challenging in a very enjoyable way.


Paul calls that “life”; he writes, “We too may live a new life.... Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with Him.... In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.”  Life just naturally follows resurrection.  Death, burial, resurrection, and then life, life forever.


Some people find life meaningless, pointless, depressing; they feel somewhat like a criminal who is found guilty and sentenced to life in prison, which is a strange use of the word “life.”  He can never get out of prison, and even though what he has done deserves the death penalty, our courts have instead given him the life penalty, perhaps several times over.  He is condemned to a meaning​less existence as long as his body keeps functioning.  Some would say that that is a cruel and unusual punishment.  That is not the kind of life Jesus has gained for us.


It is life lived for Him.  He is our Savior.  He has sought us out.  He has sacrificed Himself for us.  He did all of that before we even asked Him to.  He endured the agony of the cross for us.  He endured separation from His loving Father for us.  He endured death and burial for us.  How can we not want to live for Him each day?


He doesn’t ask great and strange things from us.  He doesn’t ask us to go without food because of what He did for us.  Rather, He wants us to eat to the glory of God.  He doesn’t ask us to sleep on a bed of nails for Him.  Rather, He wants us to enjoy the sleep and rest that He gives us, especially because of the eternal rest He has provided for us.  He says, “Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” Mt11v28.  “There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; for anyone who enters God’s rest also rests from his own work, just as God did from His. Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will fall by following their example of disobe​dience.” He4v9-11.  He doesn’t ask us to travel to strange places, for He has plenty for us to do right here.


To live for Jesus includes two things.  First, we treasure what He has done for us.  He has had an account of what He did for us written down.  We certainly want to know our life-story written down there.  Second, we serve the people around us, out of gratitude to Jesus.  Jesus has put people around us for just that reason, so that we can serve them.  He has given them needs that we can help meet.  “Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with Him. For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, He cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over Him. The death He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life He lives, He lives to God. In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.” Amen.
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