Daniel 9:15-18
1985


“Now, O Lord our God, who brought Your people out of Egypt with a mighty hand and who made for Yourself a name that endures to this day, we have sinned, we have done wrong. 
O Lord, in keeping with all Your righteous acts, turn away Your anger and Your wrath from Jerusalem, Your city, Your holy hill. Our sins and the iniquities of our fathers have made Jerusalem and Your people an object of scorn to all those around us.



“Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of Your servant. For Your sake, O Lord, look with favor on Your desolate sanctuary. 
Give ear, O God, and hear; open Your eyes and see the desolation of the city that bears Your Name. We do not make requests of You because we are righteous, but because of Your great mercy.”


Monday is Labor Day, and a good many Americans wish that there was labor to do.  Not on Monday, of course, since even though it is called Labor Day, most people do not labor on Labor Day.  But Tuesday would be a nice day for there to be more labor.  Thursday is set as the date for yet another speech about jobs from our president.  He has been the president intent on creating jobs.  He is still talking about creating jobs.  In fact, I haven’t heard one politician who is against jobs.  If only they knew what to do to improve the availability of jobs in America, and especially in Michigan!


There’s no doubt that our country is in a bad way.  Our economy is hurting badly.  Who wants to stay in Michigan, when what jobs there are are elsewhere?  We are continually being battered by storms from the weather.  We can’t seem to figure out what to do about illegal aliens.  The battle against terrorism is ongoing and never-ending and even terrifying.  And then our national debt, although not the highest, is crippling.  There is no doubt that our country is in a bad way.


I suggest that the lesson we take from these words of Daniel is to pray for our country.  That is something that each of us can do, and do well, and do often.  Pray for our country.  God has the answers to all of our problems.  Ask Him for those answers.  Ask Him for His blessings on our country.  Prayer for our country should begin with a confession of our sins, and be based on God’s mercy.


Daniel was praying for his people, the Jews, and especially for their homeland of Israel.  When Daniel was a young boy, the Babylonians had come, just as the old prophet Jeremiah had said, and overrun Israel.  Jerusalem had been left a smoking ruins.  The temple was leveled with the ground.  The best of the survivors had been taken to Babylon as slaves.  There matters had rested for years.


Daniel and a few others had been the pick of the lot.  The Baby​lonians had taken the most perfect Jews, the young, the healthy, the intel​ligent, and trained them for government service.  Daniel had at one point been offered the position of third highest in the Babylonian government, and there was no question that he was qualified for the position.  He had brought good advice to the Babylonian kings over the years.  He had also had time to study all of the Old Testament writings, and to pray to God three times a day in a more formal way.


The Persians were now in charge, since the Babylonians had been defeated.  The change in government led Daniel back to Scripture to see what God had said about that in the past.  There he found a prophecy that just that thing would happen, with the added news that it would mean a definite change for the Jews in captivity in Babylon.  The specific promises he found were these:


“This whole country will become a desolate wasteland, and these nations will serve the king of Babylon seventy years. But when the seventy years are fulfilled, I will punish the king of Babylon and his nation, the land of the Babylonians, for their guilt,” declares the Lord, “and will make it desolate forever.” Jr25v11,12.

This is what the Lord says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill My gracious promise to bring you back to this place. For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. You will seek Me and find Me when you seek Me with all your heart. I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and places where I have banished you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you back to the place from which I carried you into exile.” Jr29v10-14.
Daniel did the math, and realized that the seventy years were up!  Now it was time, according to the Lord’s own promise, for His people to return to their homeland again.  Daniel took that concern to the Lord in prayer.


Daniel writes, “In the first year of Darius son of Xerxes (a Mede by descent), who was made ruler over the Babylonian kingdom—in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures, according to the word of the LORD given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy years. So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with Him in prayer and petition, in fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes.” Dn9v1-3.  At the end of his prayer, Daniel received a message from the Lord that his prayer was heard, that there would be a government decree for the people to return to Jerusalem.  You can read that Persian decree in the last verses of 2 Chronicles, or in the first verses of Ezra.


But in his prayer, Daniel hardly mentions the seventy years and the return from the Babylonian captivity at all.  He is concerned throughout his prayer with the huge question of WHY God should bother about the Jews at all?  Why should He help them?  Daniel in his prayer brings out two answers to that question.  Why should God help them?  Not at all because of them, but only because of God’s mercy.


Daniel prays, “Now, O Lord our God, who brought Your people out of Egypt with a mighty hand and who made for Yourself a name that endures to this day, we have sinned, we have done wrong. O Lord, in keeping with all Your righteous acts, turn away Your anger and Your wrath from Jerusalem, Your city, Your holy hill. Our sins and the iniquities of our fathers have made Jerusalem and Your people an object of scorn to all those around us.”


“We have sinned, we have done wrong.”  He does not need to become specific about what sins they had committed.  The prophets are full of that.  The Old Testament history is full of that.  We heard some specifics from Jeremiah last week.  Daniel makes it clear that they had no merit before God, none at all.  All they had before God was sins, lots of sins.  He wasn’t concerned about the specific sins but about their sinful condition.  It was their way to sin, to do wrong, to break God’s laws over and over again.  He made a clear confession of his sin and his people’s sin.


Why should God bother to help America?  What have we done to deserve God’s help?  Are we such a Christian nation, God’s chosen people?  Not in the least.  As a nation, we are trying our hardest to be the most godless nation in the world.  We are especially majoring in defending our actions as if we were the holiest people in the world.  A current saying, floating around the internet, is this one, supposedly from Marine gunnery sargeant [Harry Barres], “When I joined the military it was illegal to be homosexual, then it became optional, and now it’s legal. I’m getting out before it is made mandatory.”  That is but one example of how we make a clear disobedience to God’s commands into something praiseworthy.  We even slaughter babies out of love!


God will not help us because of us.  For us to ask for God’s help, we must begin with confession of sin.  First, our own sin, and then our national sin.  We have no excuses.  We have no extenuating circumstances.  We have broken God’s laws.  For that, His anger and His wrath ought to come against us.  For that, we ought to be destroyed.  If that does not happen, there will be only one reason.


Daniel put it this way: “Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of Your servant. For Your sake, O Lord, look with favor on Your desolate sanctuary. Give ear, O God, and hear; open Your eyes and see the desolation of the city that bears Your Name. We do not make requests of You because we are righteous, but because of Your great mercy.”  Not because of us, but “for Your sake, O Lord.”  Not because we are righteous, “but because of Your great mercy.”  Daniel does not base his prayer on himself or on his people, but on his God, specifically, on God’s mercy.


The whole Old Testament is a record of God’s mercy.  Even though the whole world was destroyed in the flood, God spare eight people in the ark, who are our ancestors.  Why did He spare them?  Not because they were such perfect people, but because of His mercy.  Even though Achan and his whole family were executed, the rest of the Israelites were settled into the promised land.  Even though many of the Jews were killed by the Romans when Jerusalem was destroyed, individuals survived, and many Jews over the years have become believers in Jesus.  Even though the Baby​lonians overran Israel, Daniel and others survived.


The whole New Testament is a record of how God carried out His promises to be merciful to us.  He kept His promise and sent His eternal Son into human flesh and blood, subject to the same laws we are.  Jesus’ life is a life of perfection, so that no one could ever successfully accuse Him of even one sin.  Jesus’ death is the death of an innocent Man, cruelly punished for the sins of the world.  The God-Man died in our place on the cross in payment for our sins.  His resurrection on the third day assures us that He was successful.


God’s mercy is offered to us to this day.  Churches that are doing what God wants done are proclaiming forgiveness in Jesus.  There are other things that churches do, but what the world needs is God’s love shown to us in Jesus.


Pray for our country.  Pray that God would bless us and prosper us.  Base your prayer not on us, not on our perfection, but only on God’s mercy for us in Jesus.  Amen.
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