Luke 7:11-17
1991


When life’s brief course on earth is run



And I this world am leaving,



Grant me to say, “Your will be done,”



Your faithful Word believing.



My heav’nly Friend, I now commend



My soul into Your keeping,



O’er sin and hell And death as well



Through You the vict’ry reaping. CW435v4.
Are we really ready for that?  Death is the ultimate equalizer, for we all face death, sooner or preferably later.  When we face death, we have no choice but to yield.  In fact, it doesn’t matter so much if we yield willingly or fight it tooth and nail, for death will still come.


Jesus once said, “I am the resurrection and the life.”  Another time He put it this way: “I am the way and the truth and the life.”  Jesus is life.  Jesus is the source of life, and is more alive than any of us, for He has life in Himself, and that life cannot be taken away from Him.  So what would happen when  Jesus met death?  What would happen when Jesus came face to face with death?  We are told of three such incidents in the Gospels.  Once, Jairus asked Jesus to heal his very sick daughter, who actually died before Jesus got there, but Jesus summoned her back to life.  On another occasion, Jesus was summoned quite a distance to the grave of His good friend, Lazarus, who had been dead four days already.  On that occasion also, Jesus summoned the dead man back to life.  And then there is this incident, from Luke’s Gospel:



Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and His disciples and a large crowd went along with Him. 
As He ap​proached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out—the only son of his mother, and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her. 
When the Lord saw her, His heart went out to her and He said, “Don’t cry.”



Then He went up and touched the coffin, and those carrying it stood still. He said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” 
The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother.



They were all filled with awe and praised God. “A great Pro​phet has appeared among us,” they said. “God has come to help His people.” 
This news about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the surrounding country.


I have had the opportunity to work with funeral directors on many occasions.  They are in many ways unique individuals, but I have enjoyed working with most of them.  They are usually easy to work with, but they do have certain concerns about propriety.  They want everything to be done in perfect order.  There is a time to come and comfort the family, and there is a time when the family is to be left alone.  There is a time for casual conver​sation, and there is a time for enforced silence.  We still retain the custom of the funeral procession, with a particular order in which the cars are ar​ranged, with orange flags on top of the cars, with the headlights on, and now sometimes the flashers flashing, and driving at a slow speed, hopefully able to ignore stop signs and traffic lights.


And so I have a picture in my mind of the Nain funeral director; he’s not at all mentioned here, so perhaps this is just my imagination, but I can see him off to the side getting very frustrated.  First of all, Jesus comes at the wrong time and actually dares to stop the funeral procession; that just wasn’t done.  And then Jesus has the nerve to speak to the grieving widow; the time to do that was past.  And to top all the improprieties, Jesus has the gall to speak frivolous words to the corpse!  But before the funeral director has the chance to reach Jesus and escort Him away, the young man has come back to life, sat up in his coffin, and been restored to his mother.


There can be no doubt that Jesus is God, with full power over life and death.  Some have suggested in their ignorance that these people were not really dead.  To believe that, you must also believe that people back then were really stupid and couldn’t tell the difference between someone who was breathing and someone who was not, between someone who had a heartbeat and a pulse and someone who did not.  Although that could be suggested in the case of Jairus’ daughter who had just died, it certainly cannot be in the case of Lazarus, four days in his grave already.  In Nain the young man has been certified dead, and even his mother’s tears could not restore him to life.  It is not impossible that he had been embalmed—all the embalming procedures were invented in Egypt long before this—but it is not likely that the poor widow went to the expense of embalming her son.  It was more common to have the burial shortly after death.


Jesus met death on three separate occasions, and overcame death each time.  These are the ones we are told about; there may have been others.  This was very helpful for this widow.  She had once had a husband and a son, and that was all her family.  Her husband had died, and now her son had died.  She was all alone, with no means of support.  Jesus raised her son to life again, and he could now return to his work and earn enough to support both himself and his mother.  But there would come a time in the future when he would once again face death.  He would have the privilege, if you will, of dying twice.  Most likely it was painful both times.  The same was true of Lazarus and of Jairus’ daughter.  They also died a second time.  For them, and for us, it is extremely important that Jesus met death face to face a fourth time.


You know what happened then, although much of it still remains the mystery of the ages.  How could He who is life itself die?  Why would He who is life itself die?  Why would He let His life be taken away from Him?  If He is life itself, as He is, how could He remain dead so long?  Could He really love us that much?  Could He really want us with Him forever and always?  Even though we know most of the answers to those questions, His self-sacrificing love for us will remain a mystery we will ponder for eternity.


Nothing is said here about the faith of the widow and her son before Jesus came to visit.  It is certainly possible that they had heard about Jesus and believed in Him.  It is also possible that they did not believe—not until after Jesus had raised the young man to life again.  After that, how could they not believe in Jesus?  Then they knew that even though death would again separate mother and son, it would never separate believer and Savior.  By the way, Scripture never unmistakably says that we will know each other in heaven, only that we will know our Savior.  But it is hard to imagine an eternity when we would not know each other, so I think we will.


Jesus’ visit to Nain had an effect not only on the widow and her son, but on all the townspeople who had turned out for the funeral.  The evan​gelist Luke reports, “They were all filled with awe and praised God. ‘A great Pro​phet has appeared among us,’ they said. ‘God has come to help His people.’ This news about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the sur​rounding country.”  How could they not be filled with awe at seeing a dead person brought to life again?  That is something none of us has ever seen, not even at Halloween.


What they say about Jesus is right on the mark.  “A great Prophet has appeared among us.”  Yes, indeed, just like the Old Testament pro​phets, so this Prophet spoke to them for God.  As they were human beings, so is this Prophet.  In fact, this Prophet fulfilled a specific Old Testament prophecy, once recorded by Moses.  God promised, “I will raise up for them a Prophet like you from among their brothers; I will put My words in His mouth, and He will tell them everything I command Him. If anyone does not listen to My words that the Prophet speaks in My name, I Myself will call him to account.” Dt18v18,19.  Jesus is that Prophet, as even the people of Nain confessed.


They further said, “God has come to help His people.”  Yes, in​deed, God Himself had come among them, for only God can raise the dead.  They confessed that Jesus is both Man and God at the same time, fully able to help us in the best way, by taking our place under God’s Law and fulfilling it all for us, by taking our place under God’s wrath and paying for that with His life on the cross.


Our own death is approaching, whether near or far as we judge time.  We may even be able to observe specific times when our lives have been extended by God, that is, when we had a close brush with death, but it was postponed a while.  Like the young man of Nain, we know our Savior.  We have had life here, but we look forward much more to the life to come, the eternal life promised us with our Savior.  Because of that, He tells each of us, “Don’t cry.”  Rather, look forward with eager anticipation to eternity with our Savior, when “He will wipe every tear from our eyes.” Re21v4.  Amen.
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