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The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from among your own brothers. You must listen to Him. 
For this is what you asked of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said, “Let us not hear the voice of the Lord our God nor see this great fire anymore, or we will die.”



The Lord said to me: “What they say is good. 
I will raise up for them a Prophet like you from among their brothers; I will put My words in His mouth, and He will tell them everything I command Him. 
If anyone does not listen to My words that the Prophet speaks in My name, I Myself will call him to account.”


God said through Moses, “I will put My words in His mouth.”  Has anyone ever put words in your mouth?  Has anyone ever assumed the right to speak for you, as if you couldn’t speak for yourself?  That is usually not something you like.


The prophet Nathan was guilty of that in our first Scripture reading.  David became king after Saul died, but he was not acknowledged as king of the whole country immediately.  Some of Saul’s army remained, along with Saul’s generals and some of his sons.  So there was a period of six years when David was king in the south, and the remnant of Saul’s people were trying to make a go of it in the north.  After that was over, after David was established as king of the whole land, after David had settled into his new capital city of Jerusalem, then David formed the idea in his own head that he should build a temple for God in Jerusalem.  The prophet Nathan told him, “Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the Lord is with you.” 2Sm7v3.

Nathan was putting words in God’s mouth, and God was not very pleased with Nathan.  That night the Lord straightened Nathan out and gave him a true message to relay to King David, which he did in our Old Testa​ment reading.  Basically, God said through Nathan that David would not build a temple for God in Jerusalem.  Instead, David’s son, Solomon would build that temple.  And, on top of that, God promised that David’s far greater Son, the Lord Jesus, would build a much greater temple, the holy, Christian Church.  The Lord was not at all pleased when Nathan tried to put words into His mouth.


Sometime similar happened to Mary.  We heard in our Gospel reading about the angel Gabriel coming to Mary in Nazareth to tell her that she would be the mother of the Savior.  Mary then traveled to Jerusalem to spend three months with her relative Elizabeth, and stayed there until John the Baptist was born.  Then Mary returned to Nazareth, and her fiance Joseph saw that Mary had changed; she was showing.


Without talking to Mary, Joseph jumped to conclusions, and put words into Mary’s mouth.  He assumed that Mary had been unfaithful to him, and therefore resolved to break off their engagement.  If only he had talked to Mary!  She could have told him what the angel had said.  Instead, the angel Gabriel had to come to Joseph also and explain the truth to him.  Then Joseph understood that Mary had not been unfaithful, but that this was a miraculous birth, a virgin birth, of the world’s Savior.


Through Moses, the Lord brings us an early prophecy about our Savior.  Nearly fifteen centuries before Christmas, God revealed a few things about our Savior.  First of all, He would be just like Moses.  As Moses said, “The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from among your own brothers.”  The coming Savior would be a human being, just like Moses, just like us.  That is important, for then the Savior can take our place.  He can be subject to the same laws of God that we are.  He can pay the penalty for our sins when He dies for us on the cross.


Of course, the coming Prophet would also be God.  That, too, is ne​ces​sary for us.  He needs to be not only subject to the same laws of God we are, but also able to keep all those laws, and as God He can.  He needs to be not only able to die on the cross, but also able to rise again, able to have His one death apply to everyone in the world.  So the coming Prophet would be just like Moses, but also just like God, in fact, equal to God.


Last week in our Gospel reading, we heard that “the Jews of Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask” John the Baptist “who he was.”  Among other things, they also asked him, “Are you the Prophet?”  They were referring to just this prophecy given through Moses.  Are you the Prophet Moses was speaking about?  And John answered, “No.” Jn1v19,21.  The Koran claims that this prophecy was fulfilled in Mohammed, but that, of course, is not true.  After Jesus fed the five thousand, the people said about Him, “Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world.” Jn6v14.  Later in his Pentecost sermon, Peter applied just this promise to Jesus.  He said:

Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, and that He may send the Christ, who has been appointed for you—even Jesus. He must possess heaven until the time comes for God to restore everything, as He promised long ago through His holy prophets. For Moses said, “The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from among your own people; you must listen to everything He tells you. Anyone who does not listen to Him will be completely cut off from among his people.” Ac3v19-23.
Jesus is our Prophet, who is both Man and God, and who has God’s words put in His mouth.


That means that everything Jesus said throughout His life was the Word of God.  Everything He said was completely true.  That cannot be said about me or about you.  There are times when we have every intention of speaking the truth, when we say what we think to be the truth based on what we know, and only later do we learn that what we thought was the truth was actually false, because of things we didn’t know.  That never happened to Jesus.  He always spoke the truth.  He is God and knows all things, so He never spoke anything false out of His ignorance.  He always spoke the truth.


But that didn’t stop people from putting words into His mouth.  Most notably, the Jewish leaders tried very hard to put words into Jesus’ mouth.  They came to Him with numerous tests, especially during the first days of Holy Week, trying to find some accusation to bring against Him.  You will remember that they came to Him first with flattery and then with a test question; they said:

Teacher, we know You are a man of integrity and that You teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by men, because You pay no attention to who they are. Tell us then, what is Your opinion? Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not? Mt22v16,17.
Their question reveals that their words of praise for Jesus were nothing but empty flattery, really a slap in His face.  Then they follow up with the words they want to put into Jesus’ mouth.  They offer Him a choice, and they are fine with whatever choice He makes.  He can say that it is wrong to pay taxes to Caesar, for then they will report Him to the government.  He can say that it is right to pay taxes to Caesar, for then they will make sure that all the peo​ple who didn’t like to pay their taxes knew that.  It took the wisdom of Jesus to avoid having their words put in His mouth.


People still try to put words into Jesus’ mouth today.  It has become popular to speculate about what Jesus would say or do.  People have asser​ted all kinds of patently false lies about Jesus, all based on their own specu​lations about Jesus.  For example, Jesus who loved all people would never fault homosexuals for being born that way.  To people today it seems a radically new idea actually to ask Jesus what He has said or done.  They much prefer to put their own words into Jesus’ mouth, for then they can remake Jesus in their own image, and their reinvented Jesus will always approve of them.


God said through Moses, “You must listen to Him.… I will put My words in His mouth, and He will tell them everything I command Him. If anyone does not listen to My words that the Prophet speaks in My name, I Myself will call him to account.”  Those words still apply to us to this day.  We are to listen to Jesus.  After Jesus fed the five thousand, “Many of His disciples turned back and no longer followed Him.”  Jesus asked the remaining twelve disciples, “You do not want to leave Me too, do you?”  Peter answered for all of them, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We believe and know that You are the Holy One of God.” Jn6v66-69.

But we also can so easily put words into Jesus’ mouth, and we so often do.  We put into Jesus’ mouth promises He never made.  We convince ourselves that He has promised that we will always be prosperous, or that we will always be healthy, or that we will always to happy, that things will always go well in our marriages, that our children will always grow up the way we wanted.  We convince ourselves that Jesus has made all kinds of promises about our happiness here and now.  He has not.  He has made all kinds of wonderful promises about our life in heaven, about the eternal life He has prepared for us, about the eternal life He was born in Bethlehem to gain for us.


But about our life here and now, He has some very different things to say, things that we see fulfilled over and over again.  For example, Jesus promises us, “I have told you these things, so that in Me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have over​come the world.” Jn16v33.  Again, Jesus promises, “A student is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. It is enough for the student to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If the head of the house has been called Beelzebub, how much more the members of his household!” Mt10v24,25.  In other words, if people say all kinds of bad things about Jesus, does it not make sense that they will say all kinds of bad things about us?


The Savior whose birth we prepare to celebrate is the One who has God’s words in His mouth.  He has spoken them to us.  May we listen to what He has to say to us, for He always speaks the words of eternal life.  Amen.
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