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Every year His parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. 
When He was twelve years old, they went up to the Feast, according to the custom. 
After the Feast was over, while His parents were returning home, the Boy Jesus stayed behind in Jeru​salem, but they were unaware of it. 
Thinking He was in their com​pany, they traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for Him among their relatives and friends. 
When they did not find Him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for Him. 
After three days they found Him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 
Everyone who heard Him was amazed at His understanding and His answers. 
When His parents saw Him, they were astonished. His mother said to Him, “Son, why have You treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for You.”



“Why were you searching for Me?” He asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in My Father’s house?” 
But they did not under​stand what He was saying to them.



Then He went down to Nazareth with them and was obe​dient to them. But His mother treasured all these things in her heart. 
And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.


We are well into winter, but there is no snow to speak of.  No one is complaining too much about that, of course, but just about everyone is won​dering what it means, and how much we will pay later for having so little snow now.  Similarly, we know that our Lord Jesus is with us all the time and that we have nothing to worry about, and yet we still manage to worry and fret over things we can’t change.  These are contrasts in our life, and so there are also a number of contrasts in this one incident from Jesus’ child​hood.


There is first of all the contrast in Jesus Himself.  He is God.  That was stated repeatedly at His birth when the angels called Him “Christ the Lord.” Lk2v11.  When His mother, Mary, had asked how it would happen that she would give birth even though she was a virgin, the angel Gabriel ex​plained, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy One to be born will be called the Son of God.” Lk1v35.  When the angel told Joseph about Mary’s Son, he reminded him of Isaiah’s prophecy, “The virgin will be with Child and will give birth to a Son, and they will call Him Immanuel, which means, God with us.” Mt1v23.

And yet this God was twelve years old!  This God who knew all things learned.  This God who has all power had been a weak and helpless Baby.  Even as a Child, Jesus displayed what is called His state of humilia​tion, that is, that even though He is God, even though He has all power and all knowledge, He does not make use of that.  Even though He is God, He walks from Nazareth to Jerusalem.  Even though He is God and knows all things, He does not use that knowledge, but instead learns and studies, just like us.


The teachers in Jerusalem were amazed.  Here sat a twelve-year-old boy among them who was listening to what they had to say and asking them questions, intelligent questions.  They were “amazed at His understanding and His answers.”  It was obvious that at the age of twelve years, this was not His first exposure to religion, He was not a raw recruit.  He had been at​ten​ding the synagogue regularly each week all His life so far, and He gave evidence of that before these teachers in Jerusalem.  And more than that, His questions revealed that He had been reading God’s Word on His own.  The standard Scripture readings which we hear week by week are only a portion of the treasures in God’s Word, and the same was true then, even when they only read the Old Testament.  But Jesus had studied on His own, even by the age of twelve.  How has your Bible reading come along this past week?


There is a contrast to be seen between Jesus and the teachers at the temple in Jerusalem.  These teachers were the highly educated ones, the ones who had received professional religious training all their lives.  They were the equivalent of doctors of theology.  Later, during Jesus’ mini​stry, we get to meet a number of them, both from the Pharisees and from the Sadducees, and learn more about them.  Much later the apostle Paul singled out one of these teachers for special mention when he said, “Under Gama​liel I was thoroughly trained in the law of our fathers.” Ac22v3.

And then there is Jesus, a mere boy, untrained, who somehow manages to amaze them with His understanding and His answers.  He reveals to them that He understands what they didn’t understand until long after His age.  He reveals to them that He has thought about things they have never heard of before.  He reveals some of the knowledge of Scripture He used later to good effect, such as the time during Holy Week when first the Pharisees, then the Sadducees, then the Pharisees again came at Him with trick questions.  Jesus replied with one of His own, something they had never thought of before.  “If the Christ is David’s Son,” He said, “then how is it that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls Him ‘Lord’? For David says, ‘The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at My right hand until I put Your enemies under Your feet.”’” Mt22v43,44.  So Jesus reveals that He is not only familiar with Psalm 110, but He thoroughly understands it.


Another time during His ministry, the Pharisees were attacking Jesus’ disciples—it was a backhanded way to get at Jesus.  Jesus and His disciples had gone for a Saturday afternoon walk through the countryside, and along the way the disciples had harvested a few wheat berries, rubbed them between their hands to remove the husk, and popped them into their mouths to chew like bubble gum.  The Pharisees thought they were working on the Sabbath, and faulted them for that.  Jesus defended His disciples with an Old Testament illustration these Pharisees had never thought about before.  He asked them, “Haven’t you read what David did when he and his companions were hungry? He entered the house of God, and he and his companions ate the consecrated bread—which was not lawful for them to do, but only for the priests.” Mt12v3,4.  Jesus reveals to them the sim​ple truth which was way over their heads that the law of love trumps the outward details even of the Old Testament law.


And then there was the contrast between Jesus and His parents.  Joseph and Mary knew that Jesus is God.  They had been there to hear the words of the angel.  They had heard from the shepherds what the angel had said to them.  They had studied the Old Testament prophecies about their special Son.  And then they lost Him, and they began to worry.  As Mary says, “Your father and I have been anxiously searching for You.”  They were anxious, they were worried.  Here was a twelve-year-old boy, lost, de​fense​less.  Had He been killed?  Had He been kidnapped?  How could they possibly have been such bad parents to lose Him?  And not just to lose their Son, but to lose the Savior of the world?


Somehow, they didn’t seem to make the connection that if Jesus is God, then no one can harm Him against His will.  If Jesus is God, then it is not possible for Him to be killed, unless He allows that to happen.  If Jesus is God, then it is not possible for Him to be kidnapped, or to fall into the hands of thieves, or to be robbed, or even to be lost, unless He allows that to happen.  And if Jesus is God, how can His parents possibly have lost Him?  He is not lost, they only think He is lost for a while.


It was an annual journey down to Jerusalem, perhaps a three-day trip by walking or slow donkey ride.  It was a festive trip, as they traveled together with their friends and relatives.  They all went together to celebrate the Passover in Jerusalem.  We don’t have anything like that, other than per​haps the annual trip home to be together with family for Christmas—most people have been involved with that these past weeks, either as those traveling or the ones traveled to.  After the Passover meal, proba​bly the next morning, Joseph and Mary and their whole group started on the return journey.  That night, they couldn’t find Jesus, whom they had assumed was traveling with His friends.  So the next morning, they traveled back to Jerusalem.  Then, the third day, they searched all of Jerusalem for Jesus.  They certainly got their exercise!  Only at the end of the day did they go to the temple, probably not to look for Jesus, but to pray for God’s help in finding Him.  And there they found Jesus, where He had been for those three days.


Most children go through a period of discovery about their parents.  When they are small, they discover that their parents are the best, the stron​gest, the wisest people in the whole world.  When they reach the teenage years, they discover that their parents are the worst, the weakest, the stu​pidest people in the whole world.  When they become adults and have children of their own, they discover that their parents really are pretty smart after all, and know a few tricks they haven’t learned yet.


At twelve years of age, Jesus is at the border of becoming a teenager, subject to all the same things we are.  The writer to the Hebrews makes the point that Jesus “was tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was with​out sin.” He4v15.  So He was tempted by the flow of hormones, just as we are.  He was tempted by the rarefied air of His own amazing adolescent intelligence, just as we are.  Yet Jesus did not sin.  The evangelist Luke reveals something truly amazing about Jesus; he writes that Jesus “went down to Nazareth with them and was obe​dient to them.”


Joseph and Mary had dropped the ball, big time.  They had revealed to Jesus that they were not perfect, that they forgot who Jesus is, that their understanding of Scripture was well below His.  And yet Jesus went with them, and yet Jesus was obedient to them.  Why?  Why didn’t He strike out on His own?  Why didn’t He leave such fallible parents in His dust?  He didn’t, because He had studied Scripture.  As a human being He was under the same laws of God as we are, also the law which says, “Honor your father and your mother.”  And so Jesus did, and so fulfilled all the laws of God for us.


As long as we are in this life, there will be contrasts in our lives.  It will look like things are going bad, and getting worse.  But all the while, our Lord Jesus is with us, and He is still just as all-powerful as ever, just as all-knowing as ever, just as present everywhere as ever.  The only way for us to handle those contrasts is to know what He says to us, and then to trust His promises.  Amen.
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