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On this mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples, a banquet of aged wine—the best of meats and the finest of wines. 
On this mountain He will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all nations; 
He will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign Lord will wipe away the tears from all faces; He will remove the disgrace of His people from all the earth. The Lord has spoken.


Not everyone needs Easter.  That’s the same as saying that not every​one needs food.  That is true.  You can be so busy with life that you forget all about eating, for a while anyway.  That has happened to me.  I’m not even aware that I’m hungry, until I walk outside of here, and they’ve opened the back doors over at Luckys, and the aroma comes wafting over.  Or I go down to the post office, and the aroma from Nachos is over​whelming.  Or we come here two hours ago, when the smell of baked break​fast is so inviting.  Then you realize that you are indeed very hungry, and food is just what you need.


So with Easter.  It is so easy to think that we are going to live for​ever, and thus we don’t need Easter.  Teenagers feel like they are going to live forever.  Nothing can possibly stop them, because they are so young and so full of life.  No matter what happens to them, they recover quickly and bounce right back.  And that is not a feeling that is limited to the teenage years.  With all the medical advances that have happened, practically anyone can feel that they are going to live forever.  No matter what happens, doctors and hospitals can fix me up again and make me as good as new.  I’ll just have to take one more pill a day, and then no more problems.  One more patch on my body, and I’ll be good to go.


Sometimes it takes the smell of death to remind us that we do indeed need Easter.  When a five-year-old is in the hospital with cancer, we are vividly reminded that we need Easter, and need it badly.  When a twenty-one-year-old is in the hospital with cancer, we remember that we need Easter.  When a thirty-five-year-old in the peak of health drops dead, we are reminded that we need Easter.  When the dream of retirement is preceded by death, we are reminded that we need Easter.  When the all-powerful doctors and hospitals finally admit that they can’t do anything more, we are remin​ded that we need Easter.


Today our reminder that we need Easter comes from the prophet Isaiah.  He lived roughly seven centuries before Jesus, but at his time it was very relevant that he lived one century before the destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians.  At his time, people could think that things were going along just fine.  They could convince themselves that they didn’t have any problems.  There were signs of prosperity, there was hope for the future, they thought they could help themselves.  But Isaiah brought them the Word of the Lord, telling them in advance what would happen when the Baby​lonians came.  They should have gotten the point that they needed Isaiah’s message about Easter.


Isaiah told them three things about Easter.  First, he told them about the banquet, “a feast of rich food for all peoples, a banquet of aged wine—the best of meats and the finest of wines.”  Then he told them about the destruction of death, symbolized by the shroud, the sheet pulled up over a dead person, “He will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peo​ples, the sheet that covers all nations; He will swallow up death for​ever.”  Finally, he told them about the removal of the disgrace of sin, “The Sovereign Lord will wipe away the tears from all faces; He will remove the disgrace of His people from all the earth.”


He told them these things in backwards order.  They happen in the opposite order.  First, sin is removed.  Second, death is ended.  Third, we celebrate with a banquet which lasts forever.  But he started with the ban​quet, then with the end of death, and finally with the end of sin.  But even so, the people still needed a strong reminder that they even needed the Easter Isaiah was writing about.  He gave them that reminder:

O Lord, You are my God; I will exalt You and praise Your name, for in perfect faithfulness You have done marvelous things, things planned long ago. You have made the city a heap of rubble, the fortified town a ruin, the foreigners’ stronghold a city no more; it will never be rebuilt. Therefore strong peo​ples will honor You; cities of ruthless nations will revere You. You have been a refuge for the poor, a refuge for the needy in his distress, a shelter from the storm and a shade from the heat. For the breath of the ruthless is like a storm driving against a wall and like the heat of the desert. You silence the uproar of foreigners; as heat is reduced by the shadow of a cloud, so the song of the ruthless is stilled. Is25v1-5.
°Ñ_He’s talking about the destruction of Jerusalem.  This would happen.  It was definite.  The destruction of the city would be complete.  They should be warned as they witnessed the destruction of the northern kingdom by the Assyrians, which happened during Isaiah’s lifetime.  The southern kingdom of Judah would also be conquered, the city would be leveled with the ground, and many of the people would go into captivity.  Then they should remember that they need Isaiah’s message about Easter.


Isaiah’s promises about Easter would be fulfilled in the future.  The promises had first been given several thousand years earlier to Adam and Eve.  The promises had been repeated to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  The same promises had been given to David and Solomon.  But they were pro​mises about the future.  Were they any good?  There are people today you can trust to pay what they have promised to pay.  You know that because you have had experience with them in the past.  There are people today whose promises to pay are worth nothing.  God’s promises are trustworthy, because He always keeps them, and has always kept them.  We were re​minded just today of how God kept this promise made through Isaiah.


God promises to remove the disgrace of sin, and He did.  It was an expensive promise to fulfill, since it cost God His only Son.  It cost God’s Son much, as He lived in poverty and disgrace, and took on the worst of sufferings and the lowest of deaths.  Jesus was regarded by people as guilty, and treated by God as guilty, of all the sins and disgrace of all people.  Our sin was put on Jesus, and then He was punished for our sin.  That is the way that sin and disgrace were removed from us.  He took them to the cross and left them there.


There were tears then.  Not many tears, because there were very few left to cry.  Many were rejoicing when Jesus died.  Others were in hiding, fearing for their lives.  But a few women, one disciple, and two other fol​lowers of Jesus shed tears at His death.  Other deaths have brought many more tears, and still do.  But we have God’s sure and certain promise, “The Sovereign Lord will wipe away the tears from all faces.”  He Himself will take our tears away when He puts a complete end to death for all time and for all eternity.


He began to carry out this promise when Jesus came to life again on Easter Sunday morning.  He had been completely dead already on the cross, as the experienced Roman soldiers had testified, as the medical evidence of the blood and water from His pierced side testified.  Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea took His dead body down from the cross and laid it in a nearby tomb.  They had little time to wash away the sweat and the blood and the grime of His death, and to anoint His body with a few spices.  Then the shroud was pulled up over Jesus, the stone rolled in front of the tomb, and death appeared to be absolutely permanent.


On Easter Sunday morning, Jesus came to life again.  The Bible says that the Father brought Him back to life, and that Jesus Himself brought Himself back to life.  He had stayed dead only long enough to make it clear that He really was dead.  Now He needed to show everyone that His victory on the cross had been complete.  He needed to show everyone what Easter means.  It means that those who have died come back to life again.  Speci​fically, those who claim Jesus for their Savior now rise to live with Him forever.  He promised us, “Because I live, you also will live.” Jn14v19.

He came to life again with the same body in which He had died.  He still had the nail holes in His hands and feet.  He still had the spear hole in His side.  Although we aren’t specifically told so, His back must still have retained the marks of the whip, His skull the marks of the thorns.  But His body was changed, transformed, perfected.  We are promised that He “will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like His glorious body.” Ph3v21.

He showed Himself alive to many people during the six weeks after Easter.  He reminded them of many things He had taught them earlier.  He gave them some time to realize what His resurrection meant.  He did not remain in His grave, and so we will not either.  Death has been swallowed up in victory.  His death was swallowed up by His victory over the grave.  Our death has also been swallowed up by His victory.  The shroud that will be pulled up over us will only be temporary.  It will be the grave clothes we will wear in between death and resurrection.  Then we will be awakened by our Savior, much as He awakened Lazarus from his grave.


That will then be followed by the banquet, “a feast of rich food for all peoples, a banquet of aged wine—the best of meats and the finest of wines.”  I like that description of heaven.  I think that anyone who likes food should like that description of heaven.  It is a banquet that goes on forever.  It is compared to a wedding reception with wonderful food and friends and the star attraction, Jesus, which goes on forever.  It is joy with​out ending.


It is what Easter means.  It is good that the Lord reminds us every now and then that we are not going to live forever just the way we are now.  It is good when the Lord reminds us that our body is wearing out, and that the burial shroud is approaching.  For then we are reminded of our need for Easter.  Our Lord has provided all that we need.  He has forgiven all our sins.  He has swallowed up death in victory.  He invites us to a banquet that will never end.  That is what Easter means.  Amen.
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