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One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, with the people crowding around Him and listening to the Word of God, 
He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the fisher​men, who were washing their nets. 
He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then He sat down and taught the people from the boat.



When He had finished speaking, He said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.”



Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But because You say so, I will let down the nets.”



When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. 
So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink.



When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” 
For he and all his com​panions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, 
and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners.


Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will catch men.” 
So they pulled their boats up on shore, left every​thing and followed Him.


The way that we do fishing and the way they did fishing are diffe​rent.  We think about fishing as a very relaxing time.  You just sit there, waiting for the fish to bite.  Your bobber is on the water, where you can see it, and you wait for the tug, wait to see the bobber start bobbing, which will mean that there is a fish under the water tugging on the hook, trying to get the worm off the hook, and instead getting hooked himself.  Then you can pull the fish in, and bait up for another try.


Actually, the way that we do fishing isn’t entirely that relaxing.  Af​ter all the work is done, then you can relax and fish.  But first you need to gather together the fishing poles and the tackle boxes and the bait and get to wherever you are going fishing.  Afterwards, everything needs to be put away again, and some of it needs to be cleaned before it is put away.  There can be a lot of work involved in the relaxing time of fishing.


Peter and the others didn’t fish that way.  Instead, they used nets.  The nets became very heavy when they were soaked with water.  The nets were large.  They cast the net out onto the water, and then pulled it back into the boat, collecting whatever they could from the water.  Fishing was not at all a relaxing time.  Fishing meant strenuously throwing the net out, and then pulling the very heavy net back in.  After a few hours fishing, their arms and backs would be very tired from all of that work.


Peter said that they had worked hard all night.  During the day, the sun warms the water, and the fish head down into the cooler parts of the lake.  Their nets could not go down that deep, and they certainly didn’t want their nets getting snagged on anything that would entail more time mending their nets.  So fishermen then would go fishing in the cooler parts of the day, and generally at night, when the fish would be closer to the surface.  We used to say that the best times for fishing were first thing in the morning and last thing in the evening.


Now that we understand their kind of fishing, the focus of this mira​cle account is not so much the fishing as especially the words of Peter.  Jesus calls Peter to be His disciple.  It’s not clear if this was the first time Peter had met Jesus.  Probably it wasn’t.  Probably Peter had heard Jesus speaking before.  Maybe he had first met Jesus just a day or two before this.  He was very impressed with Jesus.  He had been thinking about what he had heard Jesus say.  This time again, Jesus taught the people and Peter listened in.  But we aren’t told anything of what Jesus taught the people on this occa​sion.


Instead, we are told about Jesus’ instructions to Peter and his part​ners, James and John, the sons of Zebedee.  These three, by the way, would become Jesus’ inner circle of disciples, present with Him on several occa​sions when no one else was.  Jesus told them, “Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.”  There were a number of things wrong with these instructions from the viewpoint of those Galilean fishermen.  First of all, it was the middle of the day, and they always fished at night.  Second, now that the fish were down at the bottom of the lake, Jesus tells them to “put out into deep water,” where they hadn’t a chance of reaching the fish with their nets.  They could do what Jesus said, but there was no way they were going to catch any fish.


It was Peter who spoke beautiful words of reply to Jesus.  “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But because You say so, I will let down the nets.”  We have fished these waters at the best time for fishing, and there were no fish.  Now You want us to fish these waters at the worst time for fishing, and there still won’t be any fish.  But we have such deep respect for You that we will do what You say.


We can learn from Peter to say the same thing.  Because You say so, I will abide by Your commands.  Because You say so, I will trust You, even though the future looks bleak.  Because You say so, I will help my neighbor.  Because You say so, I will listen to Your Word and not listen to the words of people.  Because You say so, I will put my life in Your hands and feel completely safe.


I’m not sure how much Peter understood about Jesus at this time.  But he learned.  “They caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink.”  Did Jesus know where the fish were?  Did Jesus bring the fish to their nets?  Did Jesus create fish in their nets?  However you look at it, Jesus demonstrates that He is God.  Because He is God, our logic is useless.


Consider what happened on another occasion three years later.  After the resurrection, the disciples went to Galilee to meet Jesus there.  While they were waiting, they decided to go fishing again.  They fished all night without success.  In the morning, they saw Jesus on the shore, and Jesus told them something ridiculous, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” Jn21v6.  Which is the “right side” of the boat?  He tells them to try the other side of the boat, which was slowly spinning any​way.  But because Jesus is God, they caught many fish that time too.


Peter, James, and John have lots of fish.  They also have nets that are beginning to break and need repair.  Their boats have been structurally weakened by being filled to overflowing, and may soon have leaks.  But they get back to shore, and come to thank Jesus.  Peter speaks up.  Earlier, he had said wonderful words to Jesus.  This time he spoke completely foolish words to Jesus.  “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!”


What Peter said is true enough, but it was exactly the wrong thing to say.  Peter recognizes that Jesus is God and that he himself is a sinner.  God punishes sinners.  Therefore, Peter tells Jesus to go away and not punish him for his sins.  Peter doesn’t yet comprehend that Jesus is the Savior.  Peter can’t imagine anything about the cross.  All he can think about is him​self and his own sins.  He can’t have anything to do with Jesus, although he does come to Jesus to tell him these things.


Peter says the exact opposite of what he should have said to Jesus.  “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!”  No, he should have said, “Stay with me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.”  “Forgive me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.”  Jesus did what was best for Peter, not what Peter asked Him to do.  Jesus didn’t go away from Peter, but instead took Peter along with Him.  Jesus gave Peter the forgiveness he didn’t ask for, but needed very much.  Jesus went to the cross and died for Peter’s sins.


We can be just like Peter.  We often are just like Peter.  Actually, many today go a step further than Peter.  They aren’t ready to say, “I am a sin​ful man.”  They would prefer to say, “I’m a pretty good person. I may have made some bad decisions, but my heart was in the right place. I can’t be faulted any more than anyone else.”  They need to have their eyes opened so that they do see their sins, and do confess their sins to Jesus.


But even when people become very much aware of their sins, they are often still hesitant to come to Jesus for the forgiveness He has for them.  They find excuses to stay away from Jesus.  They convince themselves that their sins are too big for Jesus ever to forgive.  They convince themselves that Jesus wants nothing to do with them.  They convince themselves that even if Jesus would forgive them, people never would.  They are wrong.


Jesus didn’t do what Peter foolishly asked Him to do.  Jesus did not go away from Peter.  Instead Jesus said to him, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will catch men.”  “Don’t be afraid.”  Those are words Jesus speaks not just to Peter but also to us.  They are words we need to hear often.  “Don’t be afraid.”  Jesus is our Savior.  Jesus is God.  What is there to fear?  “If God is for us, who can be against us?” Ro8v31.  There is no rea​son to fear.


Jesus not only comforts Peter, but He also gives him a job.  Before He had commanded Peter to go fishing, which He had blessed with miracu​lous success.  Now He gives Peter a new job fishing, this time fishing for people.  He will train Peter, and Peter will become a wonderful fisherman for Jesus.  Peter will say wonder​ful things about Jesus.  Peter will remain personally weak and will still say amazing foolish things when he is relying on himself.  But Peter will also be able to say wonderful things when he leans on Jesus.


Would you like to go fishing?  Let us learn from Peter.  Peter spoke won​derful words, which we also should speak, “Because You say so, Lord.”  Peter also spoke very foolish words, and we should say the oppo​site.  “Stay with me, Lord, because I am a sinful person.”  We can always trust Jesus to do what is best for us.  Amen.
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