1 Corinthians 10:6-13
2044


Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from set​ting our hearts on evil things as they did. 
Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written: “The people sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in pagan revelry.” 
We should not commit sexual immorality, as some of them did—and in one day twenty-three thousand of them died. 
We should not test the Lord, as some of them did—and were killed by snakes. 
And do not grumble, as some of them did—and were killed by the destroying angel.



These things happened to them as examples and were writ​ten down as warnings for us, on whom the fulfillment of the ages has come. 
So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall! 
No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; He will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, He will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.


If you ever do that again, I will spank you.  Perhaps you have heard those words in your life.  Perhaps you have spoken them.  They are a warning, even a warning to the wise.  You disregard such words at your own peril.  Life is full of warnings.  One of the nicest things a police​man can do for you is to give you a warning instead of a ticket.


I remember watching a father speaking with his son many years ago.  The father told the child to do some or else.  When the child refused to do what he was told, the “or else” was forgotten, and the father turned to beg​ging his child to do what he was told.  I was amazed at how painful it was for me to watch that, because a warning is worse than useless if the threa​tened punishment doesn’t happen.  The father was carefully teaching his child not to pay attention to what the father was saying, because there were no teeth in the words.


The Bible is full of warnings for us.  They are important warnings.  We should heed what the warnings tell us.  The warnings threaten punish​ment to come if we do not pay attention to the warnings.  God makes no idle threats.  If we do not pay attention to the warnings, there will be punishment to come, no doubt about it.  Paul writes, “These things happened to them as examples and were writ​ten down as warnings for us.”  They certainly had meaning for the people to whom they happened, but they were written down for our benefit today.  Paul cites four specific examples, all of them from the forty-year period in between the exodus from Egypt and the entrance into the promised land.


“Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written: ‘The people sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in pagan revelry.’”  After the ten plagues, Moses led the Israelites through the Red Sea on dry land.  Then they traveled straight to Mt. Sinai.  There God ap​peared to them and gave them the Ten Commandments on two stone tablets.  It was very impressive to see the top of Mt. Sinai engulfed in fire and smoke, and to hear God Himself proclaiming the commandments from the top of Mt. Sinai.  They people were terrified, and begged Moses to relay God’s instructions to them, so that they would never have to listen to the voice of God again.


So Moses went to the top of Mt. Sinai, and received instructions from God.  He was up there over a month’s time, forty days.  During that time, while God was giving Moses all kinds of instructions about how He wanted the tabernacle and the ark of the covenant built, the Israelites were camped at the foot of the mount with little to do.  Idleness became the devil’s workshop for them, and they got into mischief.  They said to Aaron, Moses’ brother, “Come, make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don't know what has hap​pened to him.” Ex32v1.  Aaron took their golden earrings, melted them down, and fashioned a statue of a calf out of that gold.  The Israelites said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.” Ex32v4.  Aaron told them, “Tomorrow there will be a festival to the Lord.” Ex32v5.  But this “festival to the Lord” was an excuse to engage in “pagan revelry.”


Only a few weeks after they had heard God Himself proclaim the Ten Commandments and been terrified, they were openly breaking the First Commandment in idolatry and the Sixth Commandment in immorality.  As a result, three thousand were killed.  Do we get the warning today?  There is no room for idolatry and immorality among God’s people.  We have been warned!


The second warning Paul cites is this: “We should not commit sexual immorality, as some of them did—and in one day twenty-three thousand of them died.”  Toward the end of the forty years, as the Israelites were approaching the entrance point into the promised land, Balak, the king of Moab, tried to prevent them.  He hired a prophet, Balaam, to curse the Israelites.  That famously backfired in his face.  So he came up with another plan.  “The [Israelite] men began to indulge in sexual immorality with Moabite women, who invited them to the sacrifices to their gods. The people ate and bowed down before these gods. So Israel joined in wor​shiping the Baal of Peor. And the Lord’s anger burned against them.” Nu25v1-3.  As a result, there was a plague which killed 23,000 in one day, 24,000 in all.


Do we heed this warning?  Does anyone heed this warning any more?  Are there any Americans left who avoid sexual immorality?  Are there any couples who decide to get married without first committing sexual immorality with each other?  Yes, there are and there must be, but they are becoming fewer.  As an obvious result of our American indulging in sexual immorality, marital satisfaction has decreased, sexual diseases have increased, way too many children grow up with only one parent, and the guilt load borne by many has greatly increased.  Heed God’s warning!


Paul’s third warning is this: “We should not test the Lord, as some of them did—and were killed by snakes.”  Just before their Moabite pro​blems, “the people grew impatient on the way; they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, ‘Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the desert? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!’” Nu21v4,5.  “This miserable food” was the manna God had been miraculously providing for them for the past forty years, which was “white like coriander seed and tasted like wafers made with honey.” Ex16v31.  Taking them at their word, they would have preferred still to be slaves in Egypt, eating whatever the Egyptians gave them.


This time the Lord disciplined them by sending venomous snakes among the people; “they bit the people and many Israelites died.” Nu21v6.  Now their tune changed completely.  They came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke against the Lord and against you. Pray that the Lord will take the snakes away from us.” Nu21v7.  At the Lord’s in​struc​tion, Moses fashioned a snake out of bronze, put it up on a pole, and relayed to the people the Lord’s promise that whoever looked at this bronze snake would be healed from his snake bite.  All of this death and destruction came because they were complaining, not satisfied with what the Lord had given them.  Have we heeded the warning?


Fourth, Paul says, “And do not grumble, as some of them did—and were killed by the destroying angel.”  A little earlier yet, just after Korah’s rebellion against Moses, we are told, “The next day the whole Israelite community grumbled against Moses and Aaron.” Nu16v41.  As a re​sult of their grumbling, there was again a plague among the people, brought on by God’s destroying angel, and 14,700 of the people died.  Here, too, there is a warning for us to heed.  Since the Lord has provided for us so abundantly, better than most people in the world, how dare we grumble against Him?  How dare we complain about what He has given us?


Shouldn’t we rather bow in awe before Him that He still bothers to feed us, since we think we are so self-sufficient and that we can take care of ourselves?  Shouldn’t we praise His name daily that He has given us useful work to do, an income to provide for our needs?  Should we not show our gratitude to Him by regularly helping those in need?  Or have we even heard His serious warning to us about our grumbling and complaining?


Make no mistake about it: God is very serious with His warnings.  He makes no idle threats.  He says, “So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall!”  They have a bracelet that some people get to wear in the hospital; FALL RISK.  According to God’s words, all of us should have such a bracelet to wear.  We are all at risk of falling.  None of us are standing so firmly that we can’t fall.  Falling almost becomes a certainty, so that our fall is only a matter of time.  The risk of falling never goes away in our lives.


But, God promises, we won’t fall.  Listen to His beautiful and com​forting words, “No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; He will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, He will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.”  We are not alone.  All of us are in the same boat.  All of us face the same temptations, or very similar tempta​tions.  There is help available in our fellow Christians.  We are all in the same boat, and—to change the picture slightly—Jesus is in the boat with us.


God is faithful to His promises.  We are not always faithful to our promises, but God is.  He promises not to let us be tempted beyond what we can bear.  We do not know how much we can bear, but He does.  We may think that we are at our limit, but He knows where our limit really is.  He controls things so that we are not tempted beyond what we can handle.  Since He is faithful, we can trust Him on that.


He further promises that there will be a way out of any temptation, and there always is.  The way out is always Jesus.  Jesus gives us full for​giveness for all our sins.  Part of the way He gained that forgiveness for us was resisting Satan’s temptations.  We are told about the big three at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, but there were others.  There were many op​por​tunities for Jesus to gain immediate advantage and at the same time scrub His mission as our Savior.  Jesus endured the troubles in order to save us.  He won the fight!  He is always with us, and never abandons us.  Even when we seem to be all alone, He is right there with us.  He is always our way out of temptation.


Heed the warnings God gives us!  Paul cites four out of many war​nings in Scripture.  Warnings continue in our lives.  When people go to see a movie and are gunned down, is that not a warning to us all that time is short and that we must be ready to face God now?  Heed the warnings that God sends to us, and cling to His wonderful promises.  Amen.
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