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Such confidence as this is ours through Christ before God. 
Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for our​selves, but our competence comes from God. 
He has made us com​petent as ministers of a new covenant—not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.



Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in letters on stone, came with glory, so that the Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of its glory, fading though it was, 
will not the ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? 
If the ministry that condemns men is glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that brings righteousness! 
For what was glorious has no glory now in comparison with the surpassing glory. 
And if what was fading away came with glory, how much greater is the glory of that which lasts!


Because “the Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of its glory, fading though it was,” Moses wore a veil.  That is a bit unusual.  Today, a veil is sometimes worn by brides.  People have the idea that the groom is not to see the bride in her wedding dress on the wedding day until the actual wedding.  And then with a full veil over her head, no one can see her very clearly until the veil is lifted off.  Something similar to that got the patriarch Jacob into trouble, when he ended up mar​ried to Leah instead of to her sister whom he loved, Rachel.  Today we might think of a veil as a part of sharia law, part of the Muslim law for women.


But Paul is talking about a time when Moses was the one wearing the veil.  It happened at Mt. Sinai.  After God spoke the Ten Command​ments to the people, they begged Moses to relay God’s messages to them so that they would not again hear the voice of God.  For that reason, Moses spent the next forty days and nights on the top of Mt. Sinai, receiving those instructions from God.  It was during that time that the people asked Aaron to make an idol out of gold for them to worship.


The Lord told Moses, “Go down, because your people, whom you brought up out of Egypt, have become corrupt. They have been quick to turn away from what I commanded them and have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have bowed down to it and sacrificed to it and have said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.’ I have seen these people, and they are a stiff-necked people. Now leave Me alone so that My anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation.” Ex32v7-10.

Moses pleaded for the people, and the Lord agreed not to destroy them, but their fate was still in the balance.  Moses then came down from the top of Mt. Sinai, destroyed their idol, and had three thousand of the idolaters executed.  But what would happen in the future?  Would the Lord still go with them and take them to the promised land?  Or would the Lord desert them as they had deserted Him?


Moses pitched his tent apart from the other Israelites to show his sepa​ration from their idolatry.  Instead of going back to the top of Mt. Sinai, the Lord came and met with Moses inside his tent.  Then Moses would come out of his tent and speak to the Israelites assembled there.  That’s when they noticed this curious thing that Moses’ face was shining.  He was still reflecting the glory of God since he had just been speaking with God.  So after Moses finished speaking with the people, he would put a veil over his face so that the Israelites would not see the shine on his face fading away.  He would take the veil off when he went back in to speak with God.  I think of the veil as just a flap of cloth, perhaps from what he had wrapped around his head to protect him from the heat of the day.


The apostle Paul says, “We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to keep the Israelites from gazing at it while the radiance was fading away.” 2Cor3v13.  This is certainly a strange incident from Old Testament times, one hard for us to understand because our dress codes have changed so much since then.  You might remember how strange it was when Wilson Wilson’s mouth was never seen on Home Improve​ment.


The point Paul is making here has to do with the two main teachings of God’s Word, the Law and the Gospel.  Paul says that the Law is glorious, because that was primarily what Moses was speaking when his face was shining.  But if the Law is glorious, the Gospel is even more glorious.  “If the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in letters on stone, came with glory,… will not the ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? If the ministry that condemns men is glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that brings righteousness!”  Paul would have us hear the Law, but give our full and undivided attention to the Gospel.


However, people are naturally attracted to the Law, and even like the Law, because it makes sense to them.  Last month, Dan Cathy, president of Chick-fil-A, announced that he was opposed to gay marriage.  That led the gay community to plan a boycott of all Chick-fil-A restaurants on August 1st.  But that backfired when so many people in favor a traditional, biblical marriage flocked to Chick-fil-A.  I know I thought about doing that, but the closest one is in Rochester, twenty-six miles away.  In the process of all that, it was frequently mentioned that the restaurants are closed on Sundays.  A corporate press release states:

Cathy’s practice of closing his restaurants on Sunday is unique to the restaurant business and a testament to his faith in God. Within the first week of business at his Dwarf Grill restaurant in Hape​ville, Ga. more than 60 years ago, Cathy knew that he would not deal with money on the “Lord’s Day.”

°Ñ_This is one of the many so-called “Blue Laws,” or perhaps sad laws which are not found in the Bible but are entirely man-made.  Although there is nothing wrong with observing such “Blue Laws” for yourself, there are pro​blems when you try to impose them on other people.


But in the process, many people have expressed their strong opi​nions in favor of more such “Blue Laws,” as if we would return to God if only we followed more of these “Blue Laws,” as if all of America would be more holy if only more stores and restaurants were closed on Sundays!  So people demonstrated their abiding love for the Law, even if and especially if it is not God’s laws that they are loving, but their own man-made laws.  The Pharisees at Jesus’ time were specialists in loving the law, especially their own made-up laws that had nothing to do with God and His Word.  Next week’s sermon text will have to do with some fasts that the people had made up and that they thought made them oh so much closer to God.


You see, the law makes sense to us.  It always has and it always will, as long as we are still living on this earth.  We will always think that we can make America great if we can only pass the right laws.  We will think that children will always grow up right if we only give them the right rules.  We will always think that religion is all about laws, and that the difference be​tween the various churches and even religions for that matter is only that they follow different laws.  And we will especially want to think that we can make God happy with us if only we keep the right laws, whether His laws, or our own made-up laws.


Paul writes about that, “Their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only in Christ is it taken away. Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts.” 2Cor3v14,15.  Paul was wri​ting about his own fellow Jews who still heard God’s Word read to them, but totally missed the point.  They still had a veil over their hearts whenever they heard God’s Word, so that all they heard was laws and rules and regulations.


But Paul’s whole point here is that the Gospel is far superior to the Law.  The Law is glorious, for Moses’ face was shining when he relayed the laws to the people.  But the Gospel is far more glorious, for it was Jesus’ face that was shining when He spoke the Gospel to the people.  He said that God loved the world so much that He gave His one and only Son, so that whoever believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life.  He promised that whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.  Paul goes on to write, “If our Gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.… God … made His light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.” 2Cor4v3-6.

The Gospel is simply the good news that Jesus has done things for us and in our place.  He has kept the Law of God perfectly for us.  He has died on the cross in payment for all the times when we didn’t keep the Law of God perfectly.  He has risen again to assure us that we too will rise again and will live with Him in perfection forever.  The Gospel doesn’t talk about what we do, or about what we have to do, or about what we should do, but only about what Jesus has already done for us.  The Gospel is all about Jesus, and not about us.  The Gospel is the only way for us to enter into eter​nal life.


The effect of the Law on us is to cause death.  Paul calls it “the mini​stry that brought death” and “the ministry that condemns men.”  People are misusing the Law when they think that it primarily does some​thing else.  God’s Law shows us our sins.  We should then see from that that we need a Savior, and then look to Jesus for forgiveness.  If we instead see that we need to work harder, and so look to ourselves as our own savior, we have completely missed the point.


But the effect of the Gospel is to give us life.  Paul calls it “the mini​stry of the Spirit” and “the ministry that brings righteousness.”  He adds, “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into His likeness, with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.” 2Cor3v17,18.

These are the two main teachings of the Bible.  They are both God’s teachings.  The Law of God is glorious because it comes from God.  But the Gospel of God is far more glorious, because it is all about Jesus, our one and only Savior. Amen.
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