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“Blessed is the man whom God corrects; so do not despise the discipline of the Almighty. 
For He wounds, but He also binds up; He injures, but His hands also heal. 
From six calamities He will rescue you; in seven no harm will befall you. 
In famine He will ran​som you from death, and in battle from the stroke of the sword. 
You will be protected from the lash of the tongue, and need not fear when destruction comes. 
You will laugh at destruction and famine, and need not fear the beasts of the earth. 
For you will have a covenant with the stones of the field, and the wild animals will be at peace with you. 
You will know that your tent is secure; you will take stock of your property and find nothing missing. 
You will know that your children will be many, and your descendants like the grass of the earth. 
You will come to the grave in full vigor, like sheaves gathered in season.”


One of my professors in school talked about the local newspaper as The Daily Disappointment, because there was always so much bad news in it.  There still is lots of bad news in the newspaper and on the evening news, because there is still plenty of suffering in the world. The book of Job is all about suffering, but the answer it gives to the questions we have about suffering is not necessarily to our liking.  Job was very rich, with his wealth measured in animals: 7000 sheep, 3000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, 500 donkeys.  He was happily married with seven sons and three daughters.  One day a messenger came to tell Job that the Sabeans had taken his oxen and donkeys, and killed his servants.  Another messenger came to tell him that lightning had killed all his sheep.  A third messenger told him that the Chaldeans had taken all his camels.  And a fourth messenger told him that the house his children were in had collapsed on them and killed them all.


Why did all this happen to Job?  He did not know.  He said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will depart. The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the name of the Lord be praised.” Jb1v21.  Soon after this, Job himself became sick “with painful sores from the soles of his feet to the top of his head.” Jb2v7.  When Job stood up, it hurt.  When he sat down, it hurt.  When he lay down, it hurt.  It hurt so bad, it itched so bad, that he took a sharp piece of pottery and scratched himself.  Why did all this happen?  Job did not know.


Job’s three friends came to talk with him.  They sat with him first for a week without saying anything.  Finally Job talked, and then they talked.  The first of the friends, Eliphaz, said that Job was suffering because he had done something wrong.  He should repent, and he would recover.  Job pro​tested that he had done nothing especially wrong.  The second of the friends, Bildad, repeated the assertion that Job had done something wrong, and Job protested his innocence.  The third of the friends, Zophar, said the same thing, and so did Job.  Then Eliphaz spoke and said the same thing a second time.  Job defended himself.  Bildad accused Job of wrongdoing, and Job defended himself.  Zophar echoed his friends, and Job defended himself.  Eliphaz spoke a third time, as did Bildad, but fortunately Zophar was silent, which was the best thing he had said all day.


Eight times these friends said the same things that people are still saying to this day when they suffer or when they see suffering.  They were saying, “What did I do to deserve this?”  They were saying, “You only got what you had coming.”  “With the kind of life you were living, you can expect to suffer like that.”  They had the idea that God always rewards good people in this life and always punishes bad people in this life, and that Job must be bad because he was suffering so.


In the midst of all that, our text for today is words from Eliphaz’s first speech to Job.  The intent of his words is wrong, but sometimes they are true.  Eliphaz speaks about God’s protection of us, and many times his words are true, although they are not always true.  Listen to them again:


“Blessed is the man whom God corrects; so do not despise the discipline of the Almighty. For He wounds, but He also binds up; He in​jures, but His hands also heal. From six calamities He will rescue you; in seven no harm will befall you. In famine He will ran​som you from death, and in battle from the stroke of the sword.”—But sometimes believers do die in battle.—“You will be protected from the lash of the tongue, and need not fear when destruction comes. You will laugh at destruction and famine, and need not fear the beasts of the earth. For you will have a covenant with the stones of the field, and the wild ani​mals will be at peace with you. You will know that your tent is secure; you will take stock of your property and find nothing missing.”—Although sometimes believers are also robbed.—“You will know that your children will be many, and your descendants like the grass of the earth.”—But sometimes believers can’t have any children, even though they want children.—“You will come to the grave in full vigor, like sheaves gathered in season.”—And sometimes believers die young.


We can take comfort in the fact that God protects us.  Every week we pray that God would deliver us from evil, and He does.  Very often, God delivers us from evil by keeping the evil away from us.  Angry mobs have never attacked us personally and killed us.  But God does also deliver us from evil when He allows the evil to come to us.  For example, He lets us get into a car accident, and then helps us recover from our injuries.  But—and this is a difficult concept for any of us fully to believe—this life is not what life is all about.  This is only a temporary life we live here.  God finally delivers us from evil when He takes us out of this world into the perfect world He has prepared for us by the atoning death of Jesus.  Thus even when we die, God is delivering us from evil, and taking us home.


God was not pleased with what Job’s three friends said to Job, nor with what a fourth friend, Elihu, said to them all.  God said to Eliphaz, “I am angry with you and your two friends, because you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has. So now take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job and sacrifice a burnt offering for yourselves. My servant Job will pray for you, and I will accept his prayer and not deal with you according to your folly. You have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has.” Jb42v7,8.  Clearly, their ideas about suffering were wrong.


One thing I find interesting about the book of Job is that we, the readers of the book long after Job lived, know more about Job’s suffering than Job did.  We are told the background story of why Job was suffering.  It had nothing to do with Job, nothing at all.  Satan said to God, “Does Job fear God for nothing? Have You not put a hedge around him and his household and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land. But stretch out Your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse You to Your face.” Jb1v9-11.  So the Lord gave Satan permission to take away Job’s wealth and his children, but Job’s faith in God remained.


So Satan came to God again and said, “Skin for skin! A man will give all he has for his own life. But stretch out Your hand and strike his flesh and bones, and he will surely curse You to Your face.” Jb2v4,5.  So the Lord gave Satan permission to make Job sick “with painful sores from the soles of his feet to the top of his head.” Jb2v7.  And then Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar came and said that Job was suffering because Job had sinned!  They didn’t know what they were talking about.  They were com​pletely wrong.  Job was suffering for reasons that had nothing to do with him, nothing at all.


At the end of the book of Job, God restored Job’s wealth, but with the slight change that He doubled Job’s wealth.  He gave Job 14,000 sheep, 6000 camels, 1000 yoke of oxen, and 1000 donkeys.  He gave Job ten new children, again seven sons and three daughters.  But even if God had not done that, even if God had not restored to Job the wealth He had taken away from him, Job still had God’s promises about the Savior, promises he was very much aware of, promises he trusted with all his heart.  In the depths of his suffering, Job still cried out, “Oh, that my words were recorded, that they were written on a scroll, that they were inscribed with an iron tool on lead, or engraved in rock forever! I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end He will stand upon the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; I myself will see Him with my own eyes—I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me!” Jb19v23-27.  Job looked forward to that day when he would see Jesus, his Redeemer, with his own eyes, which he will do at the resurrection on the last day.


The end of suffering in our lives is also approaching, but it is not here yet.  As long as we live on this earth, there is the strong possibility that we will have suffering of one kind or another.  Some of that suffering will be specifically because of our faith in Jesus.  Some of that suffering comes from our loving Lord to test and strengthen our faith.  Perhaps some of that suffering is like Job’s, with nothing to do with us at all.  But none of our suffering is punishment for sin.  If we have no suffering, it is not a reward for being good.  The Lord doesn’t do that.  The Lord punishes all our sins in Jesus.  The Lord promises us heaven then, not heaven now.


The writer to the Hebrews says, “The Lord disciplines those He loves, and He punishes everyone He accepts as a son.” He12v6.  The apostle Paul wrote, “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.” Ro8v18.  The apostle Paul again, “Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” 2Cor4v16-18. Amen.
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