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Do not exalt yourself in the king’s presence, and do not claim a place among great men; 
it is better for him to say to you, “Come up here,” than for him to humiliate you before a nobleman.



What you have seen with your eyes do not bring hastily to court, for what will you do in the end if your neighbor puts you to shame?



If you argue your case with a neighbor, do not betray another man’s confidence, 
or he who hears it may shame you and you will never lose your bad reputation.



A word aptly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of sil​ver.



Like an earring of gold or an ornament of fine gold is a wise man’s rebuke to a listening ear.



Like the coolness of snow at harvest time is a trustworthy messenger to those who send him; he refreshes the spirit of his masters.


There was once a man named Haman who was characterized by two things: Haman was very much full of himself, and he had an overwhelming hatred for another man named Mordecai.  Haman was a high official of the Persian king Xerxes.  One night, Xerxes couldn’t sleep, and so he reviewed the daily log of what had happened during his reign; he found that Mordecai had helped to foil a plot to assassinate the king, but nothing had been done to thank Mordecai.  The next morning when Haman came to see the king, Xerxes immediately asked him, “What should be done for the man the king delights to honor?”  Haman could think of no one the king should honor more than himself, and so he described what he would like done for himself.

For the man the king delights to honor, have them bring a royal robe the king has worn and a horse the king has ridden, one with a royal crest placed on its head. Then let the robe and the horse be entrusted to one of the king’s more noble princes. Let them robe the man the king delights to honor, and lead him on the horse through the city streets, proclaiming before him, “This is what is done for the man the king delights to honor!” Esther6v7-9.
°Ñ_Xerxes liked the idea and told Haman, “Go at once. Get the robe and the horse and do just as you have suggested for Mordecai.… Do not neglect anything you have recommended.” Esther6v10.

Jesus said, “Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled.” Lk14v11.  Haman was certainly humbled, and if you know the rest of the story, you know how much further he was humbled.  We can understand the story of Haman, because we are like him.  Each of us has inside us a little cheer​leader, our conscience, which, among other things, is constantly cheering for us, building us up, telling us how good we are, how much better we are than others.  And if our little cheerleader runs out of things to praise us for, he can always praise us for being so very humble.  Long ago Ronald Reagan said that Hubert Humphrey was a very humble man with lots to be humble about.


Wise King Solomon tells us, “Do not exalt yourself in the king’s pre​sence, and do not claim a place among great men.”  We, of course, do not have kings any more.  But can you imagine having an audience with the president of the United States, and spending all your time and his time tel​ling him how great you are?  Yes, if our little cheerleader is active, I’m sure we can imagine just that.  That’s the very thing Solomon is warning us against.


We can take pride in our knowledge.  I have told people toward the end of a Bible Information Class, or even as advertising before the class, that once they finish the class they will know far more about the Bible and Christianity than the vast majority of other people in the world.  I think that is true, not so much because I am a great teacher as because people in general know so little about the Bible.  We all have that level of knowledge.  But consider that pastors have studied the Bible for years—in school and since.  They know the original languages the Bible was written in.  How learned they are!  How much they have to be proud of!  Who can stand against their staggering amount of knowledge?  Surely not someone whose theology degree was obtained mostly in the psychology department!


And then I think of that first and greatest theologian of all, Adam, better than anyone since, who actually spoke directly with God when he was fresh from the hands of his Creator.  He knew God’s creation thoroughly, better than anyone else, and his mind and heart were perfectly in tune with God’s mind and heart.  But what happened to that first and greatest theo​logian?  He followed the command of his wife to disobey the one command his God had given him and her.  He ate the for​bid​den fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and then his mind and heart were no longer perfectly in tune with God’s mind and heart.  He became incredibly stupid, thinking that he could hide from the all-seeing God, thinking that fig leaves would make good clothing, thinking that he could pass the buck before God.


We, each of us, are descended directly from Adam and Eve, and we have our little cheerleader from them.  That little voice inside of us is con​stantly praising us to ourselves with little basis in ourselves for that praise.  The apostle Paul once wrote about some rival theologians, “We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some who commend themselves. When they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves with them​selves, they are not wise.” 2Cor10v12.  If we base our boasting on ourselves, or even on other people, the same thing applies to us.  We are not wise.


“Do not exalt yourself in the king’s presence, and do not claim a place among great men; it is better for him to say to you, ‘Come up here,’ than for him to humiliate you before a nobleman.”  Jesus made use of those words once when he was invited to eat at the house of a pro​mi​nent Pharisee on the Sabbath day.  It was the occasion when they seated a man with congestive heart failure, also known as dropsy, right in front of Him, to see if he would heal the man on the Sabbath.  After healing the man, Jesus said,

When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a person more distinguished than you may have been invited. If so, the host who invited both of you will come and say to you, “Give this man your seat.” Then, humi​liated, you will have to take the least important place. But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, “Friend, move up to a better place.” Then you will be honored in the presence of all your fellow guests. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted. Lk14v8-11.
°Ñ_Can you imagine going to a wedding reception and taking a place at the head table when you are not part of the bridal party?  That is what Jesus is describing.


It would be appropriate for us to realize that we are always in the presence of the King, and that the King always knows what the little cheer​leader inside of us is saying to us.  The King always knows how much of that stuff we are believing, how much of it we are encouraging.  The King of the universe is the same One who confronted Adam and Eve after their sin, the same One before whom we will stand for judgment.  At that time, there will be no use in trying to pull the wool over the King’s eyes, it will be pointless to say to Him, “The woman You put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” Gn3v12.  Although we do not see it with our eyes, although we are not always aware of it, we do live each day, each moment in the presence of the King of the universe.


The only proper words for us to speak to Him are, “I have sinned.”  I have broken God’s laws.  I have despised all the good things He has given to me and I have relished all the bad things He has forbidden to me.  The only thing I am really good at, really good at, better than others, is sinning.  I could justly take pride in my sinning, I could boast about my sinning, but I have nothing whatsoever otherwise to boast about, nothing else to be proud of.  The confession of sins is the truest words in the world for me to speak.


Look closely at the King of the universe sitting on the throne, and notice His hands.  They have been wounded.  His feet as well.  They have been pierced.  In his vision in Revelation, the apostle John saw standing on the King’s throne “a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain.”  Later, the Lamb is praised, “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!” Re5v6,12.  You know why the King has those wounds.  No, the King was not punished for something He had done.  No, the King was punished for some​thing I have done, for something you have done, really for everything I have done, for everything you have done.  The King was crucified to give us full forgiveness for what we have done.


Through the prophet Jeremiah, the Lord said, “Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his strength or the rich man boast of his riches, but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows Me, that I am the Lord, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight.” Jr9v23,24.  We can boast, we can take pride in the Savior we have, in the for​giveness He has given us, in the status He has given us as children of God.


And we can serve Him by speaking about Him.  Wise King Solomon writes, “Like the coolness of snow at harvest time is a trustworthy mes​senger to those who send him; he refreshes the spirit of his masters.”  There is no better message we can share than the good news about our Savior.  There is no message that so refreshes the hearers as the Gospel of Jesus.  “A word aptly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of sil​ver. Like an earring of gold or an ornament of fine gold is a wise man’s rebuke to a listening ear.”  When we can speak the Gospel at just the right time and in just the right way, nothing can possibly be more beautiful. Amen.
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