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Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 
“The king​dom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 
He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the ban​quet to tell them to come, but they refused to come.



“Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fat​tened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’



“But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, ano​ther to his business. 
The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. 
The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city.



“Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. 
Go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ 
So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, both good and bad, and the wedding hall was filled with guests.



“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 
‘Friend,’ he asked, ‘how did you get in here without wedding clothes?’ The man was speechless.



“Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’



“For many are invited, but few are chosen.”


Which is the best wedding you have every been to?  I hope that is a hard question for you to answer.  I hope that you have been to many wed​dings which were well-done, exciting, and very enjoyable.  Although a wed​ding requires a certain commitment of time from those who attend, it is mostly a very good thing.


If you have been involved in planning a wedding, you may well have a whole different set of memories about that wedding or weddings, mostly good, yet definitely different.  How exciting it has been for us to have three of our children married, to work with the in-law families.  But there is great difficulty is working through the guest list, trying to decide who to invite and who to cut.  “But we invited them to the last wedding!”  Usually, you want to invite more people than you can invite, because the hall only holds so many, because the expenses can only go so high.


We are presently planning to attend the wedding of my youngest niece, Emily, who is going to be married just this side of the Twin Cities in Minnesota early next June.  I already have a preacher lined up for here, retired pastor Fred Zimmermann again, and we will probably be driving all the way there and back.  That will let us see family and grandchildren on the way.  As we anticipate the wedding, I remember the wonderful wed​ding of her older sister, Rachel, almost five years ago.  For that wedding, we flew to Denver, had the wedding in a suburb of Denver, had the reception in Golden, just west of Denver, and then spent a few days camped at the Rocky Mountain National Park.


Emily is going to be marrying Newlin, whom we have known since he was roughly five years old.  He and Becky started kindergarten together.  We have seen him over the years a number of times.  A few years ago, he came on choir tour to Port Huron, and we talked to him quite a bit there.  He graduated from the seminary a couple years ago, and has served as a pastor in Wisconsin for two years.  They just started dating less than a year ago.  So we are very excited about going to their wedding.


You and I should be far more excited about going to the wedding that Jesus describes for us in this parable.  The king who prepared the wed​ding banquet is our heavenly Father.  His Son who is getting married is our Lord Jesus.  His bride is the Christian Church, which is us.  I suppose we are there both as the bride and as the wedding guests, but for now, we’ll focus just on being the wedding guests.  The Father first prepares the wedding, and then tells everyone to come.  We haven’t received our formal invitation to Emily and Newlin’s wedding, but they did ask me this past July to have a part in it, so we are planning on going.


“My oxen and fat​tened cattle have been butchered, and every​thing is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.”  Special care is spent on choosing good food for the wedding reception, and lots of it.  It is a time to sit together with family and friends, a time to be entertained, especially if the best man and maid of honor are able to speak, a time for plenty of good food and relaxation.  The Bible often uses that picture of heaven, a wedding reception that never ends.  The book of Revelation tells us, “Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and be glad and give Him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and His bride has made herself ready. Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear.” Re19v6-8.

There are two negative elements mixed into all of this joy at the wed​ding.  First, there are those who don’t come.  After the King sent out the invitations, we are told, “They paid no attention and went off—one to his field, ano​ther to his business. The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them.”  Can you imagine treating an RSVP request today in that way?  We send out paper invitations, with the request for a response.  Those who say that they are coming are counted up, and a commitment is made with the caterer to pay for that many plates.  I remember writing out some of my largest checks in connection with wedding receptions.  I would not have been happy to find that I had paid for plates that were not eaten because people who said they would come didn’t.


In His parable, Jesus talks about the King sending out living wed​ding invitations, His servants who personally invite people to the wedding reception.  I know people who have been doing that all their lives.  You do, too.  The invitation to church, the invitation to God’s Word, the invitation to believe in Jesus are all the invitation to the eternal wedding banquet which is heaven.  In a similar parable, Jesus describes their refusal to come in greater detail: “But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, ‘I have just bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.’ Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.’ Still another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’” Lk14v18-20.

In both parables, the excuses people make are lame, empty, and useless, just like most excuses.  We today can share Jesus’ invitation to come to the wedding banquet with people all around us.  We should know ahead of time that many of them will not want to come, and will even refuse to come, for reasons that are beyond comprehension.  After all, what can they possibly be busy with after this world ends, when there is nothing left in eternity but heaven and hell?  They will not then be busy with other things, like they are now.  But they will still refuse to come.


Jesus illustrates why they don’t want to come with the second nega​tive element in this parable, the man who did come.  Jesus tells us, “When the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. ‘Friend,’ he asked, ‘how did you get in here without wedding clothes?’ The man was speechless. Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are invited, but few are chosen.”


Although styles of clothes have changed radically over the years, we still to this day feel that there is significance in the kind of clothes we wear.  The bride dresses up in a wedding dress, about as impractical an outfit as possible.  The bridegroom and the groomsmen may well be in tuxedos, which are not a lot more practical clothing to wear.  The bridesmaids often have to buy their dresses, which sometimes have no other use.  Becky and Neil arranged to have suits made for the groom, the groomsmen, and the fathers in Beijing.  We sent off twenty measurements, and they brought back tailored suits at very reasonable prices.


This man was not wearing “wedding clothes.”  When we attend a wedding, we generally dress up, because we feel that we honor the bride and groom by the clothes we wear.  We don’t wear our grubbiest clothes to the wed​ding.


This man came dressed not in clothes appropriate for the wedding, but in other clothes.  He came dressed in his own good works, rather than dressed in Jesus’ perfection.  The Bible uses those pictures throughout.  Two passages from Isaiah speak about our clothes in that way.  Isaiah writes, “All our righteous acts are like filthy rags.” Is64v6.  If we trust in the very best things we have done, then it is like we are dressed in filthy, dirty rags.  But if we trust in what Jesus has done for us, then we can say, also with Isaiah, “He has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness.” Is61v10.  In Revelation, John is asked, “These in white robes—who are they, and where did they come from?”  The answer is given, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” Re7v13,14.

This man came to the wedding trusting in his own good character, in the good things he had done, thinking that he deserved to get in.  The King made it clear that he did not so deserve.  He was evicted from the wedding.  So we are reminded that when we come to the eternal wedding banquet that is heaven, it will be only because of what the Bridegroom, our Lord Jesus, has done for us.  He became one of us, He lived in our world, He dealt with angry human beings, He kept the laws, He was persecuted, He was falsely accused, He was illegally arrested, He was condemned to death although innocent, He was executed in our place, He rose again.


He prepares a wonderful, delightful, eternal wedding reception and banquet for each of us.  Won’t we come?  The apostle John writes, “I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Now the dwelling of God is with men, and He will live with them. They will be His people, and God Himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.’” Re21v2-4. Amen.
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