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So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the secret things of God. 
Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. 
I care very little if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even judge myself. 
My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is the Lord who judges me. 
Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men’s hearts. At that time each will receive his praise from God.


“Wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men’s hearts.”  Our world is in a mess, and there is a lot that needs straightening out.  The Lord is coming to do that.  His way of straightening things out will not be to everyone’s liking, because He will not consult anyone first; He will simply do what is right.  And what is right will also be the end of our present world and the beginning of eternity.  It will be the Last Day, the day of judgment.


A lot of people will be on edge as this Friday approaches.  They have refused to believe what the Bible says about the Last Day, since that is based on information from the only Being in the universe who knows what will happen and when it will happen.  But they have gladly jumped at the guesses of a people whose civilization died out before Columbus made it to America.  It is only fair that we be at least ready to offer them the words of Jesus, the One who knows the what and the when.


“Wait till the Lord comes.”  There is no reason He couldn’t come on Friday.  I wouldn’t.  I would come on Thursday, or perhaps on Saturday.  If people knew in advance when He was coming, they would seek to be ready on that day.  They would prepare to make a good case for themselves.  They would prepare their excuses, and perhaps even try to make restitution for some of the things they have done.  If they did all those things, they wouldn’t at all be ready, for what is necessary to be ready is to do what the Lord says, not what they think is good.  The Lord always looks for repentant faith, not for excuses from self-righteous Pharisees.


Before the Lord Jesus came the first time, He sent John the Baptist to prepare the way for Him.  John was born before Jesus, and John began His ministry before Jesus began His.  John served a very necessary prepara​tory function so that people were ready to listen to Jesus.  We had an example of John’s preaching in today’s Gospel reading, and John is any​thing but ordinary.


John’s clothes preached a message, John’s food preached a message, and John’s words communicated loud and clear and got their attention.  John said, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?” Lk3v7.  John, this is hardly the way to win friends and in​fluence people!  He calls his listeners a “brood of vipers,” the children of snakes!  The mention of the snake goes back to the Garden of Eden, where Satan came to Adam and Eve in the form of a snake.  John is calling his listeners the children of the devil!  Jesus said much the same thing to the Pharisees once; He said, “You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire.” Jn8v44.

We are physically descended from Adam and Eve, not from the devil.  But the devil came to Adam and Eve with a choice: Would they follow what God had said, or would they follow what the devil was saying?  They made a clear choice to follow what the devil was saying.  So they were infected, permanently, with the inclination to follow the devil and to carry out his desires.  We who are descended from them are in the same situation.  We find the temptations of the devil attractive.  We are easily deceived by the tinsel and paper he wraps around his temptations.  So, yes, John is right to say also to us, “You brood of vipers!”


There is really only that one kind of person in the world, and so John is speaking to all the people in the world when he calls his listeners a “brood of vipers.”  But in another sense, there are two kinds of people in the world.  There are those who know that they are sinners, and there are those who don’t know that they are sinners, who don’t acknowledge that they are sinners, who try to maintain their innocence and who live by the excuse.  That is why John must warn all, “The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” Lk3v9.  In other words, the day of judgment is coming, whether on the Last Day or on our own personal last day.


John’s message to the people was simply this, “Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.” Lk3v8.  Repentance is the attitude that recognizes our sin and our sinful nature, and then turns away from it.  Repentance recognizes that there is nothing good in our sin, that there is nothing good in our sinful nature, and that we must turn away from these completely.  There is only sin, and we need saving from sin.  Repentance is the attitude that stops thinking we can help ourselves, and instead turns to the Savior Jesus for help.


If that is our attitude, then we will show that by what we do.  That is what John means by “producing fruit in keeping with repentance.”  He gives a number of specifics.  He tells the people in general, “The man with two tunics should share with him who has none, and the one who has food should do the same.” Lk3v11.  Tax collectors receive the instruction, “Don’t collect any more than you are required to.” Lk3v13.  Soldiers are told, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your pay.” Lk3v14.  It isn’t hard from those statements to make the ap​pli​cation to ourselves.  Do that which God has given us to do in a way that is faithful to Him.


John was sent by God primarily as a preacher of the law.  He pointed out people’s sins.  That made them aware of their sins.  That led them to repentance over their sins.  That made them ready for Jesus, eager to see Jesus, eager to listen to Jesus, eager to learn from Jesus.  But John also had the privilege of saying wonderful things about Jesus.  One day, as John was preaching to the people, he saw Jesus walking past.  John pointed at Jesus, and said to those listening to him, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” Jn1v29.

The people then knew what was done with lambs.  For example, they chose a lamb for the Passover meal, and when it was time, took it to the temple in Jerusalem to be ritually slaughtered.  Then they took the lamb carcass home and roasted it to be the main course at the Passover meal.  Other lambs were burned as whole burnt offerings.  And John calls Jesus “the Lamb of God.”  Folks, here is the Lamb that God has chosen for us.  This “Lamb of God” will also go to Jerusalem and there He will be ritually slaughtered for us.  To go a step further, we will also consume Him in the New Testament sacrament that will replace Passover.  This “Lamb of God” will once and for all take away all sins from all people.  No one else will ever do that, or ever take away any sins from anyone.  This “Lamb of God” is the only one.


And now we are ready for the words of the apostle Paul that are our text for today.  Paul describes his ministry, and his words apply well to the ministry of John the Baptist and of any faithful minister of Christ.  Paul writes, “Men ought to regard us as servants of Christ and as those en​trusted with the secret things of God.”  That is, Paul and John and their successors should not be regarded as servants of men, as those hired to say nice-sounding words.  No, they should be regarded as servants of Christ, as those sent by Christ, as those who speak Christ’s words and what Christ wants said, whether it is pleasing to people or not.  “The secret things of God” are the things that really shouldn’t be secret but are, such as the Gos​pel, God’s way of dealing with us, which is all spelled out in Scripture.


Paul sounds almost scornful of his hearers as he goes on, “I care very little if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even judge myself. My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is the Lord who judges me.”  In other words, you can form whatever judgment you want about me, Paul is saying, because it doesn’t really matter at all.  It is only the Lord who judges me, so your judgment is meaningless, as far as I am concerned.  Your judgment only has meaning for you, based on your relationship to the Lord.  Paul must speak the words the Lord gives him to speak, John must speak the words the Lord gives him to speak, even if their hearers don’t like those words.


Paul certainly had to do that with the Corinthians.  In the very next chapter, he must write to them to excommunicate a man in the congrega​tion.  In his second letter to them, he must deal with many personal attacks.  Paul wrote to the Galatians, “Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ.” Ga1v10.  Jesus once asked, “Does this offend you? What if you see the Son of Man ascend to where He was before!” Jn6v61,62.  Jesus’ disciples once said to Him, “Do you know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard” what Jesus had just said, Mt15v12.

Ministers of the Gospel live to proclaim the good news about Jesus, the Savior, the Savior we all need, the Savior who has met all our needs.  To do so, they must also proclaim God’s law, so that we know that we need that Savior.  And they must keep before us our Lord’s Jesus’ second coming, which may be very soon.


The Lord Jesus said, “You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect Him.” Mt24v44.  That would seem to mean that next Friday is the least likely time for Jesus to return, since so many will be expecting the end of the world.  But I would not be completely certain about that.  We need to be ready for His return always, ready to greet Jesus’ return with joy, for He will take us to our eternal homes.  “Wait till the Lord comes!”  Amen.
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