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Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be temp​ted by the devil. 
After fasting forty days and forty nights, He was hungry. 
The tempter came to Him and said, “If You are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”



Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every Word that comes from the mouth of God.’”



Then the devil took Him to the holy city and had Him stand on the highest point of the temple. 
“If You are the Son of God,” he said, “throw Yourself down. For it is written: ‘He will command His angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”



Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”



Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 
“All this I will give You,” he said, “if You will bow down and worship me.”



Jesus said to him, “Away from Me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.’”



Then the devil left Him, and angels came and attended Him.


This temptation of Jesus happened at the beginning of His ministry, right after He was baptized by John the Baptist in the Jordan River.  Last week we looked at Jesus’ transfiguration, which hap​pened at the end of Jesus’ earthly ministry, just before His final trip to Jeru​salem for crucifixion.  But that’s all right, for Jesus was tempted throughout.  The devil came to Him and tempted Him throughout the forty days during which Jesus ate nothing.  He came to tempt Jesus during His suffering and death, shouting at Jesus through others, “Come down from the cross, if You are the Son of God!” Mt27v40.  He was there to tempt Jesus even through the words the disciple Peter spoke once when Jesus was talking about His suffering and death, “Never, Lord! This shall never happen to You!” Mt16v22.

It is good to note that, lest we think that Jesus only faced temptations on this one occasion.  We, too, face temptations.  We face temptations not only once, not only when we’re young, but constantly, all the time.  Jesus, our Savior, resisted temptation and never once yielded to the devil’s tempta​tions.  In that way He saved us who have yielded to temptation so many times, who are descended from the first people who yielded to the devil’s temptations.


Jesus fasted for forty days and forty nights.  When the Jews fasted, they normally ate nothing during the day, but then ate in the evening.  That doesn’t seem to have been the case with Jesus’ fasting, since the evangelist Luke, who also describes Jesus’ temptation, says, “He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry.”  Very hungry.  I would be thinking of nothing but food.


So the devil naturally tempted Him with food.  He did not bother tempting Him with fancy food, but only with the most common of food, with bread.  “If You are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”  The emphasis is on the first part of the temptation, “If You are the Son of God.”  If You really are God’s Son, why are You suffering in this way?  If You are the Son of God, then You must have the power to perform any miracle You wish.  Why are You suffering?  Make Yourself some food!  You can, can’t You?  You are the Son of God, aren’t You?  Maybe You had better test it, just to make sure that you still are the Son of God.  Make Yourself some bread, or a steak, or whatever You want.


Jesus answered, as He answered each of the temptations, with Scripture, “Man does not live on bread alone, but on every Word that comes from the mouth of God.”  You are I are not alive because we eat, but because God says we should be alive.  People die all the time right after they eat.  It is not the food that keeps us alive, but God.  Therefore, Jesus would remain alive not because of the food, but because God wanted Him alive up until the time that He would die on the cross.  Jesus one, the devil zero.


The devil does not like to lose, so he immediately analyzed what had happened.  Jesus quoted Scripture, and the devil was defeated.  But the devil can also quote Scripture.  He has been studying Scripture a long time.  So he put Jesus at the highest point of the temple in Jerusalem, challenged Him to jump down, and quoted from the psalm we sang earlier, “He will command His angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.”


Look at that wonderful promise from God!  Is that really a good promise?  Will God really send His angels to protect us?  We should test that promise to find out, shouldn’t we?  Jump, Jesus, and see if God really will keep His promise and send His angels to protect You.  You are, after all, God, and You can save Yourself, even if He doesn’t send the angels.  Just jump, and if He doesn’t send the angels, You can save Yourself just before You hit the ground.  See if God’s promise is really good or not.


Jesus again answered by quoting Scripture, “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”  God’s promises are all good promises, but none of them were given to us to be doubted, which is just what the devil was tempting Jesus to do.  All of them were given to us to be trusted, to be believed, to be relied on.  They are, of course, all good promises.  But Jesus refused to doubt God’s promises.  Jesus two, the devil zero.


Finally, the devil showed Jesus “all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor.”  He said, “All this I will give You, if You will bow down and worship me.”  Luke adds these words to what the devil said, “I will give You all their authority and splendor, for it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. So if You worship me, it will all be Yours.”  Just a little devil worship, and look what profits will be Yours!  It is an empty promise, like all of the devil’s promises, because he doesn’t really have what he is trying to sell.  But people have been buying the Brooklyn bridge for many years now.


Jesus quoted Scripture, “Worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.”  Forget all the splendor and such, for the real temptation is to worship someone who is not god.  The devil doesn’t really want our wor​ship, he wants us not to worship the true God, he wants us to turn our backs on all the good things our good God has promised us.  Jesus three, the devil zero.


This is a most relevant incident from Jesus’ ministry, since we also are tempted by the devil.  He rarely comes to us all dressed up in his devil costume.  Rather, he comes to us all dressed up to look like our friends, or to look like someone on TV, or especially to look like the person we see in the mirror.  Why should you suffer, he asks us.  Indulge yourself!  Satisfy your desires.  Give yourself what you want at this particular moment of your fickle life.  After you do give yourself what you think you want, be assured that the devil will very soon be making you dissatisfied with that and wanting something different.


We are not only tempted, but tempted repeatedly.  Jesus did not just experience these three temptations, but one after another all His life.  The devil comes at us time after time with the same temptation or with similar temptations.  If he succeeds in tempting us once, he will come back to tempt us in that way again and again and again.


We are tempted when we least expect it, and when we most expect it.  If we think that we should go to church to avoid temptation, then the devil will come and tempt us here, probably not to pay attention.  Jesus did tell the story of the sower and the seed in which there were four kinds of hearers, only one of which paid attention.  The devil is always paying attention and looking for kinks in our armor.


Jesus overcame each of the devil’s temptations by quoting Scripture.  Each of Jesus’ Scripture passages came from the same book of the Bible, Deuteronomy, from chapters six and eight.  How many Bible passages can you quote from memory?  How many passages do you know from the book of Deuteronomy?  Might it be a good idea to start learning passages?


I assign Bible passages for the Confirmation Class students to memo​rize.  At first, three passages a week seems like a lot.  But as they become accustomed to memorizing, it becomes easier and easier.  The passages I assign them to memorize are all written out in Luther’s Cate​chism, a fine place to find passages to memorize.  If you especially like one of the Scripture readings printed in the bulletin, what is to stop you from hanging onto that bulletin for a while, and reading through that Scripture reading from time to time?  You might soon have it memorized, and then you would always have it with you.


Jesus overcame each of the devil’s temptations by quoting Scripture.  Wouldn’t that also work for us?  In fact, if we ever think that we have defeated the devil’s temptations in some other way, we have yielded to his temptation.  He is not beyond using the bait and switch technique.  He comes to us with a simple temptation which we easily resist.  But that was only on the surface.  Underneath is a different temptation, which we didn’t even see coming.  We feel so good for resisting the surface temptation that we fall head over heels into the hidden temptation.  Each temptation needs to be met with God’s word and promises.


We do not save ourselves by resisting temptations.  Jesus saved us by defeating the devil every time.  He was tempted and remained victorious for us.  He remained perfect, even when He was loaded down with our failures and carried them out to the cross to die for us.  He is our Savior, our Victor, our Champion.  He is the Friend we want to take with us into all the temptations of life, the Friend with whom we will spend eternity. Amen.
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