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Jesus was driving out a demon that was mute. When the demon left, the man who had been mute spoke, and the crowd was amazed. 
But some of them said, “By Beelzebub, the prince of demons, He is driving out demons.” 
Others tested Him by asking for a sign from heaven.



Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: “Any kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and a house divided against itself will fall. 
If Satan is divided against himself, how can his kingdom stand? I say this because you claim that I drive out demons by Beel​zebub. 
Now if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your followers drive them out? So then, they will be your judges. 
But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come to you.



“When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his pos​sessions are safe. 
But when Someone stronger attacks and overpowers him, He takes away the armor in which the man trusted and divides up the spoils.



“He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me, scatters.



“When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not find it. Then it says, ‘I will return to the house I left.’ 
When it arrives, it finds the house swept clean and put in order. 
Then it goes and takes seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condi​tion of that man is worse than the first.”



As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd called out, “Blessed is the mother who gave You birth and nursed You.”



He replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear the Word of God and obey it.”


This, of course, is the source for Abraham Lincoln’s famous “House Divided” speech.  He gave the speech in Springfield, Illinois, the capital of Illinois, on June 17, 1858, accepting the Republican Party’s nomination as US senator.  In the speech, Lincoln most famously said:

A house divided against itself cannot stand. I believe this govern​ment cannot endure, permanently, half slave and half free. I do not expect the Union to be dissolved—I do not expect the house to fall—but I do expect it will cease to be divided. It will become all one thing or all the other. Either the opponents of slavery will arrest the further spread of it, and place it where the public mind shall rest in the belief that it is in the course of ultimate extinction; or its advocates will push it forward, till it shall become lawful in all the States, old as well as new—North as well as South.
ÀÑ_It is a rather unusual comparison to make, since in the context of Jesus’ words, Lincoln would be comparing the United States to the devil, since, after all, if was the devil’s house that was divided in Jesus’ words.


Jesus was once again driving out a demon.  The fact that Jesus can drive out demons shows that He is God.  That obvious fact was attacked very pointedly by some, and Jesus defended the fact that He is God.  What that means for us is that He is our God, and we’ll have to explore that oxymoron later on.


Last week we saw Jesus drive out the demon from the daughter of the Phoenician woman.  Today we see Him driving out a demon that made a man mute.  Last week I mentioned that Jesus drove out a demon that gave a boy epilepsy, and others who gave a man great strength and the mind of an animal.  That raises the question of just how common demon possession was at Jesus’ time, and whether demon possession still occurs today.


Demon possession was common at Jesus’ time, because the Bible says so.  Satan was mounting an all-out attack on Jesus.  He did not under​stand exactly what Jesus was doing, but the devil always opposes God, so he automatically opposed everything Jesus did.  He tried to kill the newborn Jesus.  He tempted Jesus for forty days, culminating in the three great temptations.  He came at Jesus often during His ministry, even through His own disciples.  He entered into one of Jesus’ disciples, Judas Iscariot, to helped get Jesus dead.  The devil rejoiced—briefly—to have God dead.


Jesus defeated every attack Satan waged against Him.  He drove out every demon He faced.  He resisted every temptation the devil brought against Him.  He turned all of Satan’s plots against Satan, and gained the victory over him for us.  Jesus used Satan’s attacks to achieve His goal of dying by crucifixion for the sins of the world.  After it was made completely clear that He really was dead, Jesus came to life again, and immediately descended into hell to proclaim His total victory over Satan forever.


Does demon possession still happen today?  No human being knows for sure.  A study of this whole issue written by one of my seminary pro​fes​sors years ago reached the conclusion that it probably does occur.  In Bible times, the Bible clearly labels some incidents as demon possession, but we do not have that now.  A clear demonstration of supernatural power would be necessary to identify a case of demon possession, and that does not hap​pen.  The devil is so accustomed to deceiving people that he is still satisfied to do that, and doesn’t have to prove himself.  Perhaps the clearest evidence that demon possession still occurs is that our whole society is moving away from reliance on God’s Word in the Bible, for God’s Word is the only thing we have to defeat demon possession.  The desire for spirituality apart from what God has to say is a natural consequence.


But Jesus defeated the devil and his demons every time.  He did that because He is God.  But some said differently.  They said, “By Beelzebub, the prince of demons, He is driving out demons.”  They said that Jesus was using the power of the devil to drive out demons.  Beelzebub was one of their mocking names for the devil.  It is derived from the Old Testament idol Baal, who was imported from Phoenicia and caused the Israelites so much trouble.  Baal means “lord.”  Beelzebub means “lord of the flies,” but they often corrupted that into Beelzebul, which means “lord of the dung heap.”  Either way, they were saying that Jesus is not God, but only a follower of the devil.


Jesus countered their blasphemy both with logic and with the further statement that He is God and what that means.  Jesus’ statement of logic is the source for Lincoln’s speech.  “If Satan is divided against himself, how can his kingdom stand?”  Obviously, it cannot.  Therefore, it does not make sense for Satan to drive out his own demons.  For him to appear to drive out his demons so that he can get more in is another matter entirely.  “Now if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your followers drive them out? So then, they will be your judges. But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come to you.”  Notice how much of God is required to drive out demons: just a fin​ger!  So complete is Jesus’ power as God over all demons.


Jesus goes on to another common sense argument.  “When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his pos​sessions are safe.”  I think I have seen this used as evidence in the gun control debate, again a strange application of Jesus’ words.  Jesus is not speaking for or against gun control.  Rather, He is again speaking about Satan.  The devil is the “strong man, fully armed, who guard his house.”  “But when Someone stronger attacks and overpowers him, He takes away the armor in which the man trusted and divides up the spoils.”  “Someone stronger” can only be Jesus.  Jesus overpowered and defeated Satan, trampling his head into the dust.


Jesus includes a warning which is very appropriate for our times when people on the one hand say they don’t believe in an actual devil any more, but on the other hand actively invite him into their lives.  “When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not find it. Then it says, ‘I will return to the house I left.’ When it arrives, it finds the house swept clean and put in order. Then it goes and takes seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condi​tion of that man is worse than the first.”


A “house swept clean and put in order” is one that has not been filled with Jesus.  It is a perfect picture of a life that is empty of any lasting meaning, a life that is lived only to serve oneself.  Jesus always directs us to a life that is filled with meaning as we devote ourselves to Him by serving other people.  It is not unheard of for someone to clean up his own life so much that he becomes seven times worse than he was before, filled with pride and arrogance.


Just as Jesus has clearly established once again that He is God with complete power over the devil and all demons, someone else issues a challenge to Him and claims that His mother is also God.  “Blessed is the mother who gave You birth and nursed You.”  Her emphasis was wrong.  Mary herself claimed to be blessed, that is, given something she did not deserve.  Jesus came to be her Savior just as much as our Savior.  Jesus answered, “Blessed rather are those who hear the Word of God and obey it.”  Jesus is speaking of the obedience of faith, that is, those who hear the Word of God and believe it.


Jesus showed that He can drive out demons and therefore He is God.  Since no one could disprove that Jesus drives out demons, they need to believe what that means, namely, that He is the eternal God.  But more than that, He is our God.  That is a complete oxymoron, a nonsense statement, similar to what someone accidentally said Wednesday night in speaking about hot snow instead of heavy snow.  An oxymoron is literally a sharp dimwit, a wise fool.  And it is unusual to say that the great God with all power is “our God.”  How can we creatures possibly possess the great God?  We cannot, unless He gives Himself to us, which He has in His promises.


Therefore, He is “our God,” and we can hold Him to His promises.  We can hold those promises over His head, and He will abide by what He has promised us.  He does not have to do that, but He chooses to do that.  He always keeps His promises.  Since He is our God, we have His clear and certain promise of forgiveness for all our sins; we have His clear and certain promise of an eternal home reserved in our name; we have His clear and certain promise that He is always with us, no matter where we go; we have His clear and certain promise that He will always keep us safe, perhaps not physically safe, but always eternally safe.  Amen.
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