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“Can any of you prove Me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don’t you believe Me? 
He who belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.”



The Jews answered Him, “Aren’t we right in saying that You are a Samaritan and demon-possessed?”



“I am not possessed by a demon,” said Jesus, “but I honor My Father and you dishonor Me. 
I am not seeking glory for Myself; but there is One who seeks it, and He is the Judge. 
I tell you the truth, if anyone keeps My Word, he will never see death.”



At this the Jews exclaimed, “Now we know that You are demon-possessed! Abraham died and so did the prophets, yet You say that if anyone keeps Your Word, he will never taste death. 
Are You greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the pro​phets. Who do You think You are?”



Jesus replied, “If I glorify Myself, My glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as your God, is the One who glorifies Me. 
Though you do not know Him, I know Him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know Him and keep His Word. 
Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing My day; he saw it and was glad.”



“You are not yet fifty years old,” the Jews said to Him, “and You have seen Abraham!”



“I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” 
At this, they picked up stones to stone Him, but Jesus hid Himself, slipping away from the temple grounds.


“Why won’t you believe Me?”  Those words could be said by some​one who is just about to lose hope, by someone who is afraid, by someone who is realizing that he is beyond hope of rescue.  But that is not the situation Jesus was in.  He was not losing hope.  He was in a very dan​gerous situation, but He was not afraid.  In fact, there is not one time in His life when He is described as being afraid.  He is always confident in the mis​sion His Father has given Him to do, and He always bravely carries it out.


But we do get afraid.  People today are afraid that they won’t be able to get a job.  They are afraid that they won’t be able to pay the bills.  They are afraid of violence from criminals who have never obeyed gun control laws.  They are afraid of retirement.  They are afraid of getting sick.  They are afraid that they will never find that one special person.  They are afraid that their family will fall apart or just drift apart.  They are afraid of what God will say to them.


Ours has been a life of fear ever since Adam said, “I heard You in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” Gn3v10.  Our life of fear is perfectly pictured by King David who was so afraid that his sin with Bathsheba would be discovered, that he had her husband Uriah mur​dered.  We are afraid of God, we are afraid of people, we are afraid of ani​mals, we are, as they say, afraid of our own shadows.


But Jesus was never afraid.  He was not afraid of the attempts to kill Him when He was a baby.  He was not afraid when the devil came to tempt Him at the beginning of His ministry.  He was not afraid the many times the Jewish leaders tried to kill Him.  He was not afraid when they came to arrest Him in the Garden of Gethsemane.  He was not afraid when they took Him before the Jewish Sanhedrin for an illegal trial in the middle of the night.  He was not afraid when the Jewish official struck Him in the face at that trial.  He was not afraid when they took Him to the Roman governer, Pontius Pilate, for sentencing.  He was not afraid when the crowd chose to have the murderer Barabbas released to them, and shouted for Jesus to be crucified.  He was not afraid as they nailed Him to the cross and left Him there to die.  He was not afraid as He called out beau​tiful words of faith, “Father, into Your hands I commit My Spirit.” Lk23v46.

So it was not in fear that Jesus said, “Why won’t you believe Me?”  This particular conversation with the Jews began when Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world. Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” Jn8v12.  As the conversation con​tinued, Jesus made one bold statement after another to them, and they re​sponded with disbelief and surprise.  Jesus said, “If you hold to My tea​ching, you are really My disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” Jn8v31,32.  They responded that they had never been slaves, which was not true.  When Jesus talked about His heavenly Father, they claimed Abraham as their father.  But Jesus said to them, “You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native lan​guage, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” Jn8v44.

It was then that Jesus said to them, “Can any of you prove Me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don’t you believe Me? He who belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.”  These are not the words of a man who is afraid.  No, these are the words of the Savior who is not at all afraid, but who cares deeply for these people He is talking to, really for all people.  They cannot find anything He has done wrong.  To this day, those who don’t listen to the words of Jesus do not belong to God.


But they respond with words designed to make Jesus afraid.  “Aren’t we right in saying that You are a Samaritan and demon-pos​sessed?”  Those are not quite equivalent expressions, but almost.  The Jews really hated the Samaritans, a half-breed race.  They more than once accused Jesus of being demon-possessed, and of doing His miracles by the power of the devil, not by the power of God.  Jesus answered them with a flat denial, “I am not possessed by a demon, but I honor My Father and you dishonor Me. I am not seeking glory for Myself; but there is One who seeks it, and He is the Judge.”  Jesus followed that up with words that would never be spoken by a man who is afraid, “I tell you the truth, if anyone keeps My Word, he will never see death.”


That led the Jews to respond, “Now we know that You are demon-pos​sessed! Abraham died and so did the prophets, yet You say that if anyone keeps Your Word, he will never taste death. Are You greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the pro​phets. Who do You think You are?”  Are they perhaps beginning to catch on when they ask, “Are You greater than our father Abraham?”  Yes, He is, but they are not catching on.  They meant their last question, “Who do You think You are?” just as sarcastically as that question is still asked today.


Jesus answered them, “If I glorify Myself, My glory means no​thing. My Father, whom you claim as your God, is the One who glori​fies Me. Though you do not know Him, I know Him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know Him and keep His Word.”  Who do I think I am?  I am Someone glorified by God.  I am Someone who knows God.  God is My Father, and I do what He says.  Perhaps you can envision the eyes of these Jewish leaders looking around for weapons, and seeing a plentiful supply of stones lying on the ground.


But Jesus speaks again the kind of bold statement that is never spo​ken by someone who is afraid.  “Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing My day; he saw it and was glad.”  Abraham’s whole life was structured around the promises of the Savior that God gave to Him.  “All peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” Gn12v3.  Not by Abra​ham himself, but by One of his descendants.  “Look at the heavens and count the stars—if indeed you can count them. So shall your Offspring be.” Gn15v5.  “Through your Offspring all nations on earth will be blessed.” Gn22v18.  Abraham did rejoice at those promises, and even laughed for joy at the birth of his son, Isaac, ancestor of the promised Savior.


But the Jews said, “You are not yet fifty years old, and You have seen Abraham!”  With them, fifty years old was a legal limit, perhaps simi​lar to the constitutional limit set on how old someone must be to become president of the United States, which is thirty-five.  They knew Jesus was not fifty, of course; He was in His early thirties.  But Abraham had lived two thousand years before that time.  How could Jesus possibly have said the things He had about Abraham?


Jesus responded with one final incendiary statement, the kind of state​ment that is not made by someone afraid.  “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was born, I am!”  They heard what we hear in those words, and they heard much more.  They heard what we hear, Jesus’ claim that He exis​ted before Abraham was born.  But they heard much more.  They heard Jesus claiming to be the eternal and only God, for the words “I am” are exactly what the Lord God said to Moses at the burning bush, when Moses had asked about God’s name, “I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” Ex3v14.  “I am” is a form of God’s personal name, probably pronounced Jahveh in the Old Testament.  Jesus could not make a clearer statement that He is the one and only God.


But they saw only an ordinary Man, and so they regarded Jesus’ words as blasphemy, as speaking evil of God.  Yes, Jesus said things they could not deny.  Yes, Jesus did amazing miracles.  Yes, they couldn’t find anything Jesus had ever done wrong.  Yes, Jesus was not afraid of them.  But still, He is a Man, and He cannot claim to be God.  We won’t allow it.  “At this, they picked up stones to stone Him, but Jesus hid Himself, slip​ping away from the temple grounds.”  This, again, is probably a mira​cle.  If there are a crowd of people standing around you, preparing to throw stones as you, how do you escape being hit?  They can throw stones faster than you can run.  But Jesus was not hit.  This was not His time to die.  That would come later.


We plan to spend some time before Jesus’ cross on Good Friday.  We will look at what they wrote about Him and what they did to Him, but especially at what He did for us.  That will come after we spend some time with Jesus on Thursday in the upper room as He gives His disciples the Lord’s Supper.  We will rejoice with all the angels and all the saints at Jesus’ resurrection on Easter Sunday.  Through all of this, we will see our Savior who is not afraid and never was afraid.


He was not afraid because He had no sin.  It is sin that makes us afraid.  Of course, He is also God with supreme power, so nothing can pos​si​bly harm Him, unless He lets it.  But even when He let them harm Him, He was not afraid, because He knew the outcome, He knew that His cruci​fixion meant our salvation.  No matter what we must go through, no matter how frightening, we will eventually be with Him in heaven.  We will be there because He was not afraid to die for us.  Because He has forgiven our sins, we need not be afraid either. Amen.
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