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Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. 
Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day He visits us.



Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, 
or to governors, who are sent by Him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. 
For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men. 
Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God. 
Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.



Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. 
For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God. 
But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is com​mendable before God.


Are you an alien?  St. Peter calls you can alien here; he says, “Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world.”  What does he mean by calling you and me “aliens”?


Some have said in recent years that this word, “alien,” should not be used in a modern Bible translation because it will be misunderstood.  They say that when people today hear the word “alien,” they will think of ET.  Perhaps they do.  But I wonder if younger people today know who ET is or was.  In our rapid-paced, facebook-based society, our collective memory is very short, and we quickly forget many of these references.  We certainly should not understand Peter to be saying that we are from some other planet.


I personally wonder if people today hear the word “alien” and think immediately of “illegal aliens,” of “illegal immigrants.”  What is to be done with all those who have entered our country illegally?  Although our nation has been thriving on immigrants for centuries, perhaps there are too many immigrants now, too many coming in ways other than our rules say.  Peter is not writing about that political or economic problem.


God created our world and populated it with people who belonged here.  After making our whole world, God formed Adam from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life.  He formed Eve from Adam’s side.  Thus on the sixth day of creation, there were two people on this planet who very much belonged here, for they were the perfect kind of people for this world, put here by the Owner and Maker of this world.  They were not at all aliens.


Then, perhaps the next day already, they sinned, and their nature was changed.  Since they had disobeyed the one command God had given them, they were no longer the kind of people God wanted them to be, no longer the kind of people for whom God had designed this world.  Now first they became aliens, people who didn’t really belong in this perfect world any more.  Now they were intruders on the perfect world that God had created.  What was to be done with these illegal aliens?


God soon confronted them, and made them aware of what they had done, made them aware of the seriousness of what they had done.  Their simple sin had changed their nature and made them inappropriate occupants of this world.  There was no other world for them to go to.  God cursed them for what they had done, and at the same time cursed the world they were in so that it became much more like them.  Since they were no longer the perfect people God had created them to be, let the world around them no longer be the perfect world for them to live in.  Instead, let there be imperfections in the world, let there be inclement weather, disasters, corruption, sickness, death.


But then God told them something totally unexpected.  He would send them Someone to help them.  This Person would in a sense be an Alien, not someone from this planet, not Someone who was made to live on this planet, but Someone from out of this world.  And yet, in another sense, this would be no alien, for this Person would fully possess this world.  In short, God would send Himself into this world to save the aliens Adam and Eve.  He would become One of them, born from one of their descendants, and He would restore their status as those who belong in this world, as those who are children of God.


Today, through the Gospel, through the washing of Holy Baptism, we have become children of God.  We have become the kind of people for whom God designed this world.  We have become the kind of people who delight to do whatever He says because of faith in Jesus.  We are not per​fectly that way, and this world is still no longer the perfect world God created.  But at least we are no longer illegal aliens in this world, we do have a relationship with the Creator of this world, and He does want us to be here.


But what a world we live in!  A world where saber-rattling is still in the news.  A century ago, that term was used when many people thought that war had become impossible.  People had become too good to go to war.  There were defensive treaties all over the place, so no nation would dare to attack another.  But still they were rattling their sabers, that is, shaking their swords in threat against other nations.  Finally there was a start, and World War I continued for four years.  And we still hear saber-rattling on the news to this day, and will as long as we live in this alienated world.


Just as we have become children of God through the washing of Holy Baptism, the majority of people in the world have not become children of God.  They remain alienated from God, living in the world that God created, but without a relationship to the Creator of this world.  They are in a sense squatters in this world, truly illegal aliens who do not belong here, but they live here anyway.  The Creator allows them to live here, even though He could easily evict them, in the hope that they will become His children through baptism.


And we, who are the children of God, live in this world which is populated by illegal aliens.  From their perspective, we who listen to the Creator of the universe are the aliens.  We have an entirely different mindset than they do.  For them, the thrill of the moment is where it’s at, but for us, the Creator is where it’s at.  Because of that difference, we can feel isolated, and even alienated, from the people around us.  And that’s why Peter addresses us as “aliens and strangers in the world.”


If we may step briefly into Peter’s world, Peter is writing to belie​vers scattered all over the world.  Persecution of Christians in Jerusalem and elsewhere had scattered them.  Peter was writing to people who had immi​grated to their present homes mostly in the last generation or two, not to long time residents who had immigrated longer ago, four or more genera​tions in the past.  Some of us who have been uprooted and moved else​where can feel empathy for them.


Peter writes instructions for how these “aliens” should live.  But his stress is on who they are, which is the reason for how they live.  Just before this, he had written, “You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” 1Pe2v9,10.  These peo​ple, who are not aliens to God, should live in such a way that they declare His praises.


So Peter writes, “Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day He visits us.”  The day when God visits us is rapidly coming, the day when the Owner and Creator of this world has promised to return for an accounting of what we have done with this world He created.


Peter speaks specifically about our relationship to the government.  He writes, “Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority in​sti​tuted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent by Him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men. Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God. Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.”  This is the government that God has allowed to develop among us.  It is far from perfect, but then so are we.


Peter also addresses their economic situation and speaks specifically to the “slaves” among them.  It is nearly impossible for us in America to understand slavery as it existed among them.  Our thoughts about slavery are far too much colored by our own past in America.  Their “slaves” were like our employees today.  Understand Peter’s words that way when he writes, “Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God. But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is com​mendable before God.”


This is the way those who are alienated from this world of illegal aliens are to act.  If we show respect for the government God has placed over us, we will stick out.  If we submit to our employers without com​plaining, we will stick out.  That is a way to “live such good lives among the pagans that … they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day He visits us.”  We who became aliens when our first parents sinned have been welcomed into God’s family through baptism.  But now, we who are the children of God live in a world populated by illegal aliens who are not God’s children.  This is how we are to live. Amen.
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