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“Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The for​mer things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind. 
But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create, for I will create Je​ru​salem to be a delight and its people a joy. 
I will rejoice over Jeru​salem and take delight in My people; the sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more....



Before they call I will answer; while they are still speaking I will hear. 
The wolf and the lamb will feed together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox, but dust will be the serpent’s food. They will nei​ther harm nor destroy on all My holy mountain,” says the Lord.


Pretty much everyone likes to complain about the throw-away socie​ty we live in.  Things are not designed to last, they are not designed to be repaired.  No, they are designed to be replaced.  They are designed to func​tion for a short time, and then to join some landfill somewhere.


Just this week we got a new grill.  The old one is about ten years old, and it was a nice grill when it was new.  It had three burners, along with a side burner, so I could grill a lot at once.  But there’s only the two of us.  One of the burners only lights halfway, the second often burns through the hole where the gas comes in, so it’s really only a one burner.  One of the knobs to control the burners got melted early on.  The new grill has only two burners, but since it’s brand spanking new, everything should work perfectly, for a while anyway.


Pretty much everyone likes to complain about our throwaway socie​ty, and yet we all like new things.  That, of course, is one of the big reasons why our throwaway society works.  We do like having things be brand spanking new.  New things often have new features.  New things are faster, better, up-to-date, sometimes larger, sometimes smaller, and play nice with other new things.  There are some advantages in new things, even if it does mean that our landfills are increasing in size.


In this section from the end of Isaiah, God describes heaven as new.  He says, “Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The for​mer things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind.”  Not just a new grill, but a whole new earth as well.  Bible scholars point out that the words used here and elsewhere could mean that our whole planet Earth is destroyed and a totally new planet created by God.  Or, the words could mean that this same planet Earth is completely redone and made new again, which does seem to make more sense to me.


This is a wonderful description of heaven, because everything will be new, eternally new.  Nothing will ever wear out, or become outdated, or have seen better days.  One of the chief parts of heaven that will be com​pletely new is us, the residents of heaven.  We tend to become older every year, and with that age comes problems, sicknesses, old-age problems, joint problems, memory problems, eye problems, ear problems.  But in heaven we too become new.


This is the way God described it through Isaiah, “Never again will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not live out his years; he who dies at a hundred will be thought a mere youth; he who fails to reach a hundred will be considered accursed.”  He is clearly talking in terms close to what we can understand with our life expectancies these days.  When the average life expectancy is still in the seventies, a hundred is a long time.  But in heaven, of course, we will not die, so we will live way beyond a hundred.  In heaven, there will no longer be any death at all, so we will live forever.


And we will live forever in good health.  Elsewhere we are promised that Jesus “will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like His glorious body.” Ph3v21.  This is clearly a good promise.  Our bodies, weak and frail and dying as they are, will be changed so that they do not wear out, so that they do not grow old, so that they do not become sick, so that they are perfectly healthy forever.


God describes heaven with other pictures in this section.  He says, “Before they call I will answer; while they are still speaking I will hear.”  God answers prayers.  This is completely true now, and it will be completely true in heaven.  The difference is that in heaven we will believe it and we will see it.  Here, we should believe it but don’t always, and we rarely see it clearly.  “Before they call I will answer; while they are still speaking I will hear.”  God knows what we need before we ask it.  He pre​pares the answers to our prayers before we pray them.  He delights to help us, to hear our prayers, to answer our prayers.  He wants us to believe His promises now.


He promises us peace in picturesque terms.  “The wolf and the lamb will feed together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox, but dust will be the serpent’s food. They will nei​ther harm nor destroy on all My holy moun​tain.”  He describes conditions among the animals returning to what they were in the Garden of Eden, when there was no death and no rea​son for anything ever to die.  If “the lion will eat straw like the ox,” then the ox is completely safe from that predator, and from all other predators who eat plants.  If there are no carnivores, then all animals are safe.


At creation, God said to Adam and Eve, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every treee that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” Gn1v29,30.  All people and all animals were created as vegetarians, and heaven is described in similar terms.


As far as our dietary history is concerned, things have changed drastically.  After the flood God said to Noah and his family, “Everything that lives and moves will be food for you. Just as I gave you the green plants, I now give you everything.” Gn9v3.  That is the dietary guideline from God under which we still live.


Perhaps it sounds strange when God says something different about the snake, “The wolf and the lamb will feed together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox, but dust will be the serpent’s food.”  God is remin​ding us of what was said about the snake back in the Garden of Eden after the fall into sin, which happened by means of the snake.  Then God said to the snake—really to the devil inside the snake—“You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life.” Gn3v14.  That doesn’t mean an actual, literal diet of dust, but refers to one of the side problems with crawling around in the dust.  God is promising us that the punishment imposed on our greatest enemy, the devil, will not be lifted, but will conti​nue forever.


One final description of heaven is the joy that will be there.  “But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create, for I will create Je​ru​salem to be a delight and its people a joy. I will rejoice over Jeru​salem and take delight in My people; the sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more.”  God will have joy in us, and we will have joy in Him.  There will never again be any reason for weeping or crying.


It is good for us to be reminded from time to time about the ultimate reality that awaits us.  This is the life that never ends.  This will begin for us, perhaps very soon.  It will begin for us personally either when we die or when our dear Lord Jesus returns visibly to our world as He has promised.  Then we will be with Him in heaven forever.


There are still two things for us to consider about heaven.  The first is how we get there, for not everyone will.  Jesus teaches, “Whoever be​lieves and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” Mk16v16.  “Being saved” is the same as entering this perfect heaven God has described for us where everything is always new.  “Being condemned” is the same as not entering that perfect heaven, but going to the other place where everything is always old and worn out.


The difference between the two is faith in what Jesus has done for us.  Notice that the difference between the two is not being a good person, or trying to be a good person, or being tolerant of sinful lifestyles, or even making a difference.  The difference between the two is not anything that we would normally think, nor anything that is touted in our world as most important.  The difference is only faith in what Jesus has done for us.


That is what God promised to Adam and Eve after they sinned and messed up the perfect world God has created.  That is what Jesus carried out during His life and death and resurrection.  After He was killed in our place as the only fitting payment for what we have done wrong, He was raised to life again to show that all our sins and misdeeds and mistakes are paid for and forgiven.  Heaven stands open before us because of Jesus.


The difference between the two is faith in what Jesus has done for us, faith which comes only from God’s Word and sacraments.  The very closest we can come to heaven here and now is when we are in contact with God’s Word and sacraments.  When we treasure our baptism, when we receive the Lord’s Supper, when we hear God’s Word, when we read God’s Word, then we are as close as we can possibly be to heaven here and now.


That leads right into the second thing for us to consider about hea​ven, and that is how we are to live now.  If we will spend forever in heaven where everything is always new, if faith in what Jesus has done for us is how we get there, how should we live here and now, before we get there?


The first thing we should do here and now is to treasure God’s Word and sacraments.  They always remain new and fresh—but it would be good for us to have the goal of trying to wear them out.  People have put it this way: “A Bible that is falling apart usually belongs to someone who isn’t.”


The second thing for us to do is to live here and now as those people who will be taking up eternal residence in heaven.  There is a way of living now that would make your parents proud to call you their child.  There is also a way of living that reflects well on our heavenly Father.  He says to us, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and He will live with them. They will be His people, and God Himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.... I am making everything new!” Re21v3-5. Amen.
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