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As He approached Jerusalem and saw the city, He wept over it 
and said, “If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes. 
The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an em​bank​ment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. 
They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you.”



Then He entered the temple area and began driving out those who were selling. 
“It is written,” He said to them, “‘My house will be a house of prayer’; but you have made it ‘a den of robbers.’”



Every day He was teaching at the temple. But the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the leaders among the people were trying to kill Him. 
Yet they could not find any way to do it, because all the people hung on His words.


“All the people hung on His words.”  Of course they did, because they are the words of Jesus, the Savior, the eternal God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Judge of all the earth.  Because we will all stand before Him on the last day, we all should always hang on His words, that is, depend on His words, cling to His words, base our lives on His words.  Peter once said to Jesus, “You have the words of eternal life.” Jn6v68.  No one else speaks words as significant as does Jesus.


The thing I noticed about the words of Jesus in this section before Luke writes that the people were hanging on His words is that they could all be called negative words.  Jesus warns the people about the coming de​struc​tion of Jerusalem and says that they have made the temple in Jerusalem into “a den of robbers.”  He was not saying at this time, “I am the Good Shep​herd. The Good Shepherds lays down His life for the sheep.” Jn10v11.  He was not saying at this time, “Come to Me, all you who are weary and bur​dened, and I will give you rest.” Mt11v28.  No, He was speaking words of judgment and still the people hung on His words.


These things happened on Palm Sunday, after Jesus entered Jeru​salem riding on a donkey to shouts of praise.  It is called a triumphal entry, but it was only five days before Jesus left Jerusalem to shouts of derision dragging His heavy cross behind Him.  This was the end, and Jesus knew it.  He had come to Jerusalem to die.  These people might be shouting His praises today, but they would learn other, different words later in the week.  Jesus may well have been the only One to recognize that.


So Jesus spoke to the people about the coming destruction of Jerusalem.  The events He was describing would happen about forty years in the future.  There would be various Jewish revolts in the meantime which would eventually motivate the Romans to put a permanent end to these Jewish revolts.  The Roman army would surround Jerusalem, take the city, kill many of the people, pull down many of the buildings, including the temple.  That’s why they still speak of the Wailing Wall, all that’s left of the temple in Jerusalem.  This used to be much more familiar information, since one item often included in old hymnals was „Die Geschichte der Zerstörung der Stadt Jerusalem nach dem jüdischen Geschichts​schrei​ber und Augenzeugen Josephus.”


I don’t know if such a destruction is in our future or not.  Perhaps war will come to America and armies will surround our city.  Perhaps there will only be terrorist attacks.  But these destructions in the past are always a reminder of the Last Day, when God Himself at once will put an end to our world and everything in it, and we will face judgment before Him.  Then the destruction Jesus describes will seem minor: “The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an em​bank​ment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you.”


After Jesus entered Jerusalem, He went to visit the temple, the house of prayer.  For Jewish worship, it was necessary to have certain things.  For example, it was necessary to have the right animal for sacrifice.  As a ser​vice to the Jewish worshipers, merchants had begun offering these animals for sale at the temple.  How convenient!  The animals needed to be of a certain quality, for example, “a year-old male lamb without defect,” Ex12v5, and the worshipers were assured that these animals met those minimum requirements, even if they didn’t.  The temple had become a smelly place, with all those animals kept in readiness, and a noisy place, with the sound of the animals drowned out by the sound of the merchants haggling with cus​tomers over prices.


This was a familiar scene to Jesus, since He had faced the same situation at the beginning of His ministry.  At that time, as well, He had cleansed the temple of those buying and selling there.  He did the same thing this time.  They would drift back in again and again until the temple itself was destroyed.  Jesus told them that they had made God’s temple into “a den of robbers,” since the merchants were charging premium prices for having the animals so convenient for the sacrifices.


And all the people hung on Jesus’ words, even though they were words of judgment!  He told the people that their city would be destroyed, and He accused them of polluting God’s temple by making it a place where robbers were safe.  Might there be something that we can learn from this?


If people do not hang on Jesus’ words today, perhaps it is because they don’t think that they need His words.  It is to a large extent because they do not know His words, but they may see no need for them either.  They think that Jesus tells people about love and tells them to be good, and they don’t think they need that, because they already know those things.  Per​haps if they realized that Jesus proclaims the destruction of the city and finds people guilty of robbery, they would see a need to listen to the words of Jesus.  Jesus has proclaimed the destruction of our world and He does find us guilty.  On top of that, He is the One who will be our Judge on the Last Day.  What He says then will determine whether we spend eternity with Him or away from Him in hell.


Jesus told these people on Palm Sunday about the coming destruc​tion of Jerusalem, but during the next few days Jesus also spoke about the Last Day and the signs preceding the Last Day, all of which have been abun​dantly fulfilled.  We really have no choice but to be ready for the Last Day every day.  On the Last Day, Jesus will have no difficulty finding many things to accuse us of.  Perhaps He can accuse us of robbery, or perhaps He will just accuse us of not hanging on His words as much as we should.  He will not find us perfect people based on our lives.  There will be no second chance.  “Then they will go away to eternal punishment.” Mt25v46.

Jesus has always had a twofold message for us, a message of judg​ment and of forgiveness, a message of wrath and of grace, a message of Law and of Gospel.  Even in the words of judgment Jesus spoke about the de​struc​tion of Jerusalem and at the cleansing of the temple, there were words of grace mixed in.  Jesus said to them, “If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes.”  There was something that would bring them peace, actually Someone who would bring them peace.  He stood before them.  He is the Prince of peace, Is9v6.  He promises them not peace among nations now, but the much greater peace with God forever.  He brings peace to our con​sciences with the forgiveness of our sins.  He brings us the peace of knowing that when we do stand before our Judge, He will find us perfect people because His blood has washed away all our sins, and we will go with Him to the places He has prepared just for us.


In the midst of telling the people about the coming destruction of Jerusalem, Jesus said to them, “They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you.”  God had come to His people!  God owes us nothing; quite the contrary, we owe God everything.  He did not need to come to us at all.  He could have ignored us.  He would have been justified in letting us kill each other off, starting with Cain killing Abel, until there were none of us left.  He did not need to come to us.


But He did!  And look at what that involved.  It involved all the pro​mises in the Old Testament that He would come to us.  It involved nine months inside Mary and being born into all poverty in a smelly barn.  It involved all the hardships of life.  If we do not eat and drink, we die.  If we do not breathe, we die.  He made Himself part of that.  It involved a ministry of walking around the countryside, meeting rejection in many places.  It involved that final week in Jerusalem.  It involved crucifixion for Him and death and burial.  That was all part of God’s coming to His people.


And the Jews had “not recognized the time of God’s coming to them.”  They had not recognized that Jesus is God.  The Old Testament promises fulfilled by Jesus were very clear, but they had missed the point.  They would help to crucify Jesus, not realizing that they were crucifying their God, not realizing that they were fulfilling Isaiah’s words, “He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and by His wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” Is53v5,6.

Finally, even in the midst of cleansing the temple and driving out the robbers, Jesus has spoken words of grace and forgiveness.  He said, “It is written, ‘My house will be a house of prayer.’”  This was to be a place where the people could come to talk to God, a place where God promised to listen to them.  It certainly was not the only place, as if God only listened to prayers there, but the temple was especially to be a house of prayer.  So is this building.  We may well find it easier to pray here than elsewhere.  That is understandable.  But the important point is that God bothers to listen to us.  He promises to listen to us.  He wants to listen to us.  He wants us to bring all our concerns to Him.


When we see that Jesus is the Judge before whom we will stand on the Last Day and that He does not find us innocent but guilty, when we see that Jesus is the Prince of peace, God who has come to us, and who has washed all our sins away in His blood shed for us, how can we not join these people in hanging on Jesus’ every word? Amen.
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