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So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the de​sires of the sinful nature. 
For the sinful nature desires what is con​trary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. 
But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.



The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 
idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 
and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.



But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kind​ness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 
Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires.


A hypocrite is someone who says he is what he isn’t, or who says he isn’t what he is.  The word comes from the theater in ancient Greece, where the actors were known as hypocrites.  By definition, they came on the stage and claimed to be someone they obviously weren’t.  Sometimes, the actors even had masks that they could hold in front of their faces so that they looked a little like the person they were claiming to be but weren’t.


Today, we pay successful hypocrites lots of money.  They are who they are, but we aren’t so very interested in that.  We are much more inte​rested in who they claim to be on the silver screen.  We pay them so much money for being hypocrites that their own personalities are submerged and drowned in the necessity of spending all that money on the lifestyle we expect from them.  The especially successful hypocrites are those who can represent radically different people, such as Ben Affleck now playing Batman.


The apostle Paul is writing about hypocrites in this section of his letter to the Galatians.  He is pulling the mask away from the face of the actors so that we can see who they really are.  He describes two kinds of people, or again, two kinds of people inside us.  There are believers and there are unbelievers, and again there is the believing part of us and there is the unbelieving part of us.  Paul distinguishes them as “the sinful nature” and “the Spirit.”  He lists fifteen characteristics of “the sinful nature,” and nine characteristics of “the Spirit.”


What the sinful nature produces in us is this: “sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like.”  These are the usual suspects, along with a strong emphasis on anger.  Over half of these items, eight out of fifteen, are basically anger.  “Hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy.”  Anger is something you don’t have to go out and actually do.  You can just sit there and be angry.  There is a reason that over half of the items on Paul’s list are anger, such as the angry stoning Paul had received in Lystra.


Paul says that “the acts of the sinful nature are obvious,” that is, they are obviously wrong, they are obviously the acts of the sinful nature.  I think those words can be suspect today.  I’m not sure just how obvious they are any more.  People have become so used to certain sins that they no longer regard them as wrong.  It is just normal to be angry at at least half of the other drivers on the way home from work.  Many were upset by Miley Cyrus’ performance, probably because she didn’t seem to realize how wrong it was.  It is part of the world we live in that many things that are obviously wrong are not obviously wrong to some people.


Paul’s second list of nine items is completely different.  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kind​ness, goodness, faith​fulness, gentleness and self-control.”  I understand Paul’s words in this way: “The fruit of the Spirit is love.”  But what is love?  Love is given all kinds of definitions today, so Paul lists eight other words to define what love really is.  Love is not equal to sex.  Love does not mean primarily self-love.  No, real love means “joy, peace, patience, kind​ness, goodness, faith​fulness, gentleness and self-control.”  Real love delights in the Lord Jesus.  Real love means peace with God.  Real love is patient with other people, not angry with them.  Real love is kind to others, good to others, faithful to its word, gentle to others.  Real love is in control of itself.


Paul adds a strange sentence, “Against such things there is no law.”  How can you make a law against love?  I think Paul means to say much the same thing as that “the acts of the sinful nature are obvious.”  They are obviously wrong, but no one makes laws against things that are obviously right.  Except that our enlightened society is learning how to do that.  Laws have been passed demanding that we regard an obviously unnor​mal lifestyle as perfectly normal.  Laws are passed demanding that we give up what we have worked for so that those who haven’t worked for it can have it.


With these two lists, Paul is not offering his own double set of com​mandments, fifteen don’ts following by nine dos.  He is not telling us to avoid “the acts of the sinful nature” and to do “the fruit of the Spirit.”  He doesn’t have to.  Rather, he is describing for us what the unbeliever does and what the belie​ver does.  He is describing for us what the sinful nature inside us does and what the Spirit works in us.


“If it looks like a duck, swims like a duck, and quacks like a duck, then it probably is a duck.”  We can apply that to Paul’s two lists.  If it looks like the acts of the sinful nature, if it swims like them, if it quacks like them, there it probably is them.  Again, if it looks like the fruit of the Spirit, if it swims like it, if it quacks like it, then it probably is the fruit of the Spirit.  The problem comes in when it looks like a fruit of the Spirit, but swims and quacks like an act of the sinful nature.  In other words, if it’s hypocritical, then it is harder to distinguish.


Look at what happened to Jesus.  He was invited “to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee.”  It looked like a fruit of the Spirit to invite Jesus to his house for dinner.  It looked like he wanted to learn more from Jesus.  But Jesus was not deceived, for the mask worn by the hypocrite was very ob​vious.  In the verses omitted from our Gospel reading, Jesus found that they had seated a test case right in front of Him, a man obviously suffering from congestive heart failure.  And it was the Sabbath day.  Would Jesus let the man suffer and not heal him on the Sabbath day, or would Jesus break their law and heal him on the Sabbath day.  Jesus healed the man and sent him away.


Then Jesus spoke in a kind, but rebuking, way to the Pharisee and his other guests.  He talked about their tendency to love themselves and so honor themselves by claiming a seat at the head table.  He talked about their apparently generous gesture of inviting Jesus over to eat, and told them instead to invite over those who couldn’t possibly pay them back for that kindness.  After our Gospel reading ends, Jesus continues, still apparently in the same Pharisee’s house, to tell His parable of the great banquet, that is, heaven, which ends with the words, “I tell you, not one of those men who were invited will get a taste of My banquet.” Lk14v24.

Paul is not giving us a list here of things we need to avoid; that is stated quite clearly in God’s Ten Commandments.  Paul is not giving us a list here of things we need to do; that as well is stated quite clearly in God’s Ten Commandments.  Rather, Paul is describing what the sinful nature inside us will naturally do; when we see these things coming out of us, we are to know where they come from.  But what are we to do with them?


Paul says, “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires.”  Our Lord Jesus took our sin, along “with its passions and desires,” to the cross and there was crucified for it.  So our sin was destroyed, paid for, wiped out, forgiven.  We are to do the same thing.  We are not literally to be crucified ourselves, but we are to reject our sinful nature just as thoroughly.  We are not to follow our oppo​site tendency to cherish these things, to savor the inclinations of our sinful nature, to be titillated by them, but only to crucify them.


In Proverbs, wise King Solomon writes, “Stolen water is sweet; food eaten in secret is delicious!” Pr9v17.  It is sweet and delicious to the sinful nature, not something which you would invite your Savior to share in.  So our sinful nature is to be crucified, not cherished.  Then the Spirit can produce His fruit within us, the fruit which flows from the love Jesus has for us, the fruit which consists of “love, joy, peace, patience, kind​ness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”  Amen.

�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�





