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I always thank God for you because of His grace given you in Christ Jesus. 
For in Him you have been enriched in every way—in all your speaking and in all your knowledge—
because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you. 
Therefore you do not lack any spi​ritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 
He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
God, who has called you into fellowship with His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.


For centuries, the English Bible was known as the King James Bible, named after the king of England who authorized its translation, James I.  To this day, the German Bible is known as the Luther Bible, named after the man who translated it nearly five centuries ago.  During three months of 1521, Martin Luther translated the New Testament into good German, still regarded as an amazing feat today.  The Old Testament took much longer, and wasn’t com​pleted until twelve years later.  Luther once said that God gave him the Bible trans​lation project to keep him humble.  He could, after all, have thought that he was something special.  He was a doctor of theology.  He went head-to-head in 1519 with one of the leading theologians of that time, John Eck of Ingolstadt, and their debate at Leipzig was at worst a draw.  A few years later, he exchanged wri​tings with Desiderius Erasmus, the leading humanist scholar of that time, and devastated him.  But then he went back to translating the Hebrew Old Testament, and realized once again how very little he knew.  Many times he and his team of helpers spent days looking for the best translation of one term or another.


The apostle Paul may well have had similar thoughts.  He was the equi​valent of a doctor of theology, educated in Jerusalem as a Pharisee.  After he met Jesus on the road to Damascus, he restudied everything, and then began his mis​sionary journeys.  He met with success on the island of Cyprus and in southern Asia Minor on his first missionary journey.  His second journey took him to Philippi, where he overcame great odds to establish a Christian church.  He had brief but definite success in Thessalonika and in Berea.  Not much could be done with Athens, and then he came to Corinth.  If there was one place God gave the apostle Paul to keep him humble, it was Corinth.


Corinth was sort of the pleasure capital of that area of the world, a city catering to sailors’ delights.  To corinthianize meant to visit a prostitute.  Paul spent a year and a half in Corinth, dealing with all their problems, and thought that he had established a stable Christian congregation.  He left them to return to Pale​stine, and then began his third missionary journey at Ephesus, across the Aegean Sea from Corinth.  That’s where news came to Paul of the trouble in Corinth—of all the trouble in Corinth.  Leaders in the congregation sent Paul a laundry list of their troubles for him to fix.  They were playing favorites with the various pastors they had, causing division.  They were elevating human reason over God’s wisdom.  They had a case of excommunication over which they were dragging their feet.  They were taking each other to court.  There were, of course, problems over immorality and marriage.  They had trouble with idolatry and with the Lord’s Supper.  Their worship services were becoming disorderly.  They had trouble with the role of man and woman.  There were even members of the congregation who were denying that Jesus rose from the dead.  The con​gre​gation in Corinth definitely kept Paul humble.


I would suggest that we also have problems in our lives, and that those problems serve to keep us humble.  There are times when we do have everything under control, or at least we think we do.  Things can run smoothly at times.  We have learned from our past mistakes.  But just when we think that we finally have life mastered, we come face to face with problems that are way over our heads.  There is unemployment, there are bills, there are conflicts, there is sickness, there is long-term sickness, there is declining health, declining ability to care for oneself.  There is death.  When we face such problems that are over our heads, we cannot help but be humbled.


Now, consider again what Paul wrote to these people in Corinth.  He didn’t begin by chewing them out, as he may well have wanted to.  No, he began by thanking God for them.  Yes, he thanked God for these Corinthian believers who kept the mighty apostle Paul humble.  He thanked God for them and pointed out what wonderful gifts and blessings they had from God.  He didn’t focus on that special ability they had to cause him troubles, but on God’s blessings of them.  Actually, in every statement, Paul points away from the Corinthians to Jesus.


Paul wrote, “I always thank God for you,” you miserable trou​ble​makers, “because of His grace given you in Christ Jesus.”  Really, he is not thanking them, not praising them at all.  He is thanking God because of God’s grace given to them.  They had done nothing; God had done everything.  He goes on, “For in Him you have been enriched in every way—in all your speaking and in all your knowledge—because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you.”  The Corinthians are rich in Jesus.  Not necessarily rich in silver and gold and cash, but rich in Jesus.  The Corinthians were blessed with tremendous gifts from Jesus, for all they knew and said came from Him.  They would know nothing about the true God if it were not for Jesus.


Paul wrote, “Therefore you do not lack any spi​ritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed.”  Notice that he is speaking about spiritual gifts, not something they had acquired for themselves, but something that had been given to them.  They get no credit for it at all, but only held out their hands and received the gifts.  “He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  They do not keep themselves strong, but Jesus keeps them strong.  When the Last Day comes, they will be found blameless, not because they are blameless, but because Jesus has taken away all their sins and given them His perfection.  “God, who has called you into fellowship with His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.”  It is not the Corinthians who are faithful, it is not the apostle Paul who is faithful, but it is God who is faithful to His promises.  The Corinthians and Paul and we have every reason to strive for faithfulness, but we are not to rely on ourselves, but on God’s faithfulness.


Paul’s wonderful words to the Corinthians here teach us some things about the many problems we face.  Some of the problems we face really are over our heads, more than we can handle ourselves.  There are sicknesses which do not go away on their own, for which we must go to the doctor or to the hospital.  There are sicknesses which even the doctors and the hospitals can​not handle, for which the only solution is to go to the great Physician of soul and body, and to trust His promise that He “will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like His glorious body.” Ph3v21.  There are problems we face that will only end when we enter the eternal home He has prepared for us.


God does send those problems to us to keep us humble.  Otherwise, we would just naturally think that we can handle life ourselves, that we can rely on ourselves for anything and everything.  But the problems that are over our heads, the Corinthian-sized problems, teach us humility, and they send us to God for help.  There are problems we face in life which are greater than we can handle, greater than any human being can handle.  But there are no problems we face in life that are greater than He can handle.  He has, after all, already faced all of those problems during His own life on this earth and overcome every one of them.


They tried to kill Him when He was a defenseless Baby, but He survived Herod’s wrath.  One of the first challenges in His public ministry came from the devil who challenged Him and tempted Him; Jesus overcame all of those temptations.  When He began His ministry and preached His first sermon in His hometown of Nazareth, they tried to kill Him, unsuccessfully.  He faced the problems that came with popularity when He never got any rest because He was so busy.  He faced the problems that came from rejection, when even some of His own disciples outside of the twelve deserted Him.  He faced denial and betrayal from within the twelve disciples.  Finally, He faced arrest and trial and crucifixion and burial.


End of the story?  Not at all!  He rose from His grave and thus overcame the greatest enemy we face, death.  What is death like?  He’s already been there, and come back to tell us about it.  There is no problem we face that is too great for Him to handle, because He is God, because He has already handled them all.


And He is with us through all our problems.  He does not abandon us, but sticks with us always.  There is nowhere we go in life alone, for He always goes with us.  So we too can thank God for the grace that was given us in Christ Jesus.  In Him we have been enriched in every way—in all our speaking and in all our knowledge—because the testimony we have heard about Christ has been confirmed in us. We do not lack any spi​ritual gift as we eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. He will keep us strong to the end, so that we will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God, who has called us into fellowship with His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.  Amen.
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