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Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Haran. 
When he reached a certain place, he stopped for the night because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his head and lay down to sleep. 
He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 
There above it stood the Lord, and He said: “I am the Lord, the God of your father Abra​ham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying. 
Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your Offspring. 
I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.”



When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I was not aware of it.” 
He was filled with awe and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.”


As I looked at these verses this past week, I was especially im​pressed by Jacob’s words, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I was not aware of it.”  Jacob discovered that the Lord was present where he was, and he had not been aware of that fact.  Whether Jacob was aware of it or not, of course, the Lord was present there.  Actually, the Lord is present every​where, and His presence everywhere is not at all dependent on whether we are aware of it or not.  One would think that if we were aware of it, we would act differently.  The Lord said, “Do not I fill heaven and earth?” Jr23v24.

Jacob called this place “the house of God,” which in Hebrew is Bethel, the name given to the city in that place, but Jacob was not in the city.  He took a stone for his pillow, since that was all there was, so he was not in the city, but out in the country, with no one around.  Yet the Lord was in that place.  We are told that Jacob was traveling from Beersheba to Haran.  Beersheba was where he had left his father and mother and brother behind, and the Lord had been in that place as well, even if Jacob had not been aware of it.  He was traveling on foot to Haran, a distance of about 500 miles, no small journey at that time on foot.  He was traveling to stay with his mother’s brother, Uncle Laban, for a while, which turned out to be twenty years.  The Lord was also at that place, although Jacob was not often aware of that fact either.


The Lord is certainly here with us in this house of God, whether we are aware of it or not.  He is present wherever we go, and his presence is not at all dependent on whether we are aware of that fact or not.  The Lord promised Jacob, “I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go.”  Isn’t that comforting?  Wherever we go, the Lord is present, and can protect us.


That may well not have been the first thought on Jacob’s mind as he realized that the Lord was in that place.  Perhaps the Lord had come to punish him for what he had done, and there was no way for him to escape his guilt.  He had, after all, committed the crime of identity theft, and he was making this quick journey so far away from home because of it.  It was either make this journey, or stay at home and risk that his brother would not cool down, but would carry out his threat to kill Jacob.  So he made the 500-mile journey, with little practical hope that he would ever be able to make the 500-mile journey back.


Jacob and Esau were twins, but not identical twins.  They were more like opposite twins.  Esau was the outdoorsman, always out hunting.  Jacob was the homeboy.  Esau was the firstborn son, with the right in their culture to a double inheritance.  Jacob had bought that right from Esau for a bowl of soup, but that was pretty much between the two of them.  That was the time when Jacob, the homeboy, was cooking soup, lentil soup, and Esau came back from a hunt empty-handed and with an empty stomach as well.  Esau sold his right as the firstborn son for a bowl of that lentil soup.


Years later, their father Isaac decided that he was going to die soon, and it was time to bless his sons.  He favored the outdoorsman son, Esau, so he instructed Esau to prepare him some wild game, just the way he liked it.  While Esau was gone hunting fresh meat, Isaac’s wife, Rebekah, and Jacob prepared the grand deception.  They also prepared food, and then Jacob went in to his father Isaac, claiming to be Esau.  He could not disguise his voice, but he did wear Esau’s smelly clothes and he did wear goat skin to simulate his brother’s hairy nature.  Isaac, blind in his old age, was deceived enough to give Jacob the blessing as firstborn son.  When Esau returned and tried to receive a blessing from his father, he found that Jacob had stolen his blessing, and that’s when he made his vow, “The days of mourning for my father are near; then I will kill my brother Jacob.” Gn27v41.

Here is a modern family, all messed up.  Father and mother have two sons, and play favorites with the boys.  Isaac favors Esau and Rebekah favors Jacob, which is totally wrong.  They should favor both sons equally.  Jacob goes along with his mother’s plan to steal Esau’s identity in order to deceive Isaac.  Esau plans murder because of this.  And all four of them ignore the words God had spoken about this whole situation before the boys were born.  God said to Rebekah, “Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you will be separated; one people will be stronger than the other, and the older will serve the younger.” Gn25v23.  Esau, the older, will serve Jacob, the younger.


Or, perhaps it was that Rebekah remembered those words, but thought that she had to help them out a little.  It looked like Esau was going to receive the blessing, so she engineered things so that Jacob received the blessing instead.  But look at what resulted for her and Jacob because of their sin!  Jacob inherited none of Isaac’s possessions!  Esau stayed at home and had the use of them.  Jacob was exiled from home, fleeing for his life to stay with Uncle Laban, who would spend the next twenty years trying to out​cheat Jacob.  Jacob, the homeboy, never saw his childhood home again; although he returned to the place years later, nothing was the same.


These things were on Jacob’s mind as he realized, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I was not aware of it.”  Has the Lord come to punish me for what I’ve done?  Jacob certainly deserved that.  He had im​per​sonated his brother, deceived his father, lied about who he was, and so broken up his own family.  As a result, he left home with only a staff in his hand, as he confessed twenty years later.  But the Lord was present every​where, not at all confined to Beersheba, where Isaac, Rebekah, and Esau remained, but present everywhere.  If He was present to impose punishment on Jacob, then punishment would certainly be imposed.


Isn’t the same thing true today?  The Lord is still present every​where, and no one can ever escape His punishment.  Wherever we go, the Lord is there, and the Lord always sees what we are doing, even if we are not aware of it.  Our awareness of His presence has absolutely nothing to do with His presence.  If He wishes to impose on us the punishment we de​serve, then there is no escaping His wrath.


However, the Lord was not present at Bethel to punish Jacob, but to bless him.  God gave Jacob one very special promise, “All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your Offspring.”  Jacob and his Off​spring would be a blessing to everyone on earth.  How could that be possi​ble?  What possible blessing has Jacob brought to you and me who live nearly four thousand years after Jacob?  Jacob did have offspring, twelve boys and a girl.  The boys became the heads of the twelve tribes of Israel.  All of the Jews were descended from Jacob, also given the name Israel.  How are the Jews to this day a blessing for you and for me?  Of course, that’s not what God was promising Jacob.


Jacob was dreaming as he lay on the ground with a stone for his pillow, and in his dream he saw a stairway leading up to heaven.  This was not a stairway for him to use to climb his own way into heaven, perhaps climbing one stair tread up for every good thing he did.  No, the stairway was for the angels to ascend and descend, but at the top of the stairway stood the Lord who spoke to Jacob.  Often when the Lord speaks in the Old Testament, it is Jesus speaking.  Jesus promises Jacob a blessing for all the people in the world through one special Offspring to be born to Jacob’s descendants.  That one special Offspring would be the stairway to heaven for everyone.  That one special Offspring would one day say, “I am the way, the truth, and the life, the stairway, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” Jn14v6.

Jacob’s Offspring who would bring a blessing to everyone in the world, Jacob included, is Jesus, the One born in a barn not all that far from Bethel, perhaps twenty miles.  The Savior would bring a blessing to every​one in the world through His perfect life, free from identity theft and decep​tion and lying and stealing and murder, but full of righteous acts of love in help to His neighbors.  The Savior would bring a blessing to everyone in the world through His innocent death on the cross in payment for the sins of the whole world.  To this day, there is blessing available for every person in the world through Jesus.  To this day, that kind of blessing is available in no one else.


“Surely the Lord is in this place, and I was not aware of it.”  We can say that about every place we are in.  The Lord is here, whether we are aware of it or not.  We should be aware of it.  The Lord may be present to punish, and we certainly deserve that from Him.  But the Lord delights to be present to bless, that is, He delights when the blessing He has for all people in the world is grasped by at least some, embraced, believed, treasured.  The Lord is present with us in a very special way this morning, as we come to re​ceive His body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins.  Amen.
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