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My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, 
turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding, 
and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, 
and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, 
then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God. 
For the Lord gives wisdom, and from His mouth come knowledge and understanding. 
He holds victory in store for the upright, He is a shield to those whose walk is blameless, 
for He guards the course of the just and protects the way of His faithful ones.


The wisest man in the world died twenty years ago; he was my father.  I would expect pretty much all of you to dispute that fact, not that he was my father, but that he was the wisest man in the world, and I accept that.  He was the wisest man in the world for me, but you have or had your own father.  In the years since he has been gone, I have often wished, especially at first, that I could call him up and get his take on this or that question.


In the first nine chapters of the book of Proverbs, there are ten “my son” sections in which a father is passing on wisdom to his son.  This is not a gender issue; it is nearly the same situation when a mother passes on wisdom to her daughter or her son, and when a father passes on wisdom to his daughter.  The very first of the “my son” sections begins with the words, “Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction and do not forsake your mother’s teaching.” Pr1v8.

One difficulty with these “my son” sections is who is the son.  Solomon is the author of Proverbs, and it is assumed that he is speaking to his own son.  At the beginning of his reign as king of Israel, the Lord came to Solomon with an amazing offer, “Ask for whatever you want Me to give you.” 1Kg3v5.  Instead of asking to win the lottery, Solomon asked for wisdom; he said, “Give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong.” 1Kg3v9.  God then gave Solomon great wisdom, so that it was known throughout the world that God had made him wise.


So then Solomon had great wisdom to pass onto his son.  But did he?  We are only told the name of one of Solomon’s sons, the one who suc​ceeded him as king over Israel, but this son was not characterized by great wisdom; it would be more true to regard this son as characterized by great folly.  At the beginning of his reign as king, Rehoboam was presented with a request from the people.  They wanted lower taxes.  There was good rea​son for that.  Solomon had spent at least twenty years of his reign on building projects, among them the temple in Jerusalem, one of the seven wonders of the world at that time.  Now that the building program was finished, taxes could be lowered.  Rehoboam consulted with the older advisors his father had left behind, and they to a man advised him to lower taxes.  He also consulted with his young friends who liked to party, and they advised him to raise taxes.  Rehoboam foolishly listened to his young friends and told the people he was going to raise taxes.  Not surprisingly, he faced rebellion, and the larger part of his kingdom seceded and formed their own nation.  The ten northern tribes became Israel, with their capital at Samaria.  He was left with only Judah with his capital city of Jerusalem.  Among the many kings of Israel and Judah, Rehoboam was among the dumbest, even though he was wise King Solomon’s son.


Now, perhaps, you see the difficulty I am pointing out in the “my son” sections of Proverbs.  If Rehoboam is the son being instructed by his father Solomon, then this instruction was singularly useless, because it would seem that no son listened to his father less.  I wondered if there were not another possibility for understanding these “my son” sections.


I think there is.  One of the “my son” sections says, “Listen, my sons, to a father’s instruction; pay attention and gain understanding. I give you sound learning, so do not forsake my teaching. When I was a boy in my father’s house, still tender, and an only child of my mother, he taught me and said, ‘Lay hold of my words with all your heart; keep my commands and you will live. Get wisdom, get understanding; do not forget my words or swerve from them.’” Pr4v1-5.  Solomon talks about the instruction he received from his father, King David, and from his mother, Queen Bathsheba.  I suspect that in the “my son” sections, it is more helpful to think of father David instructing his son, Solomon, than to think of father Solomon attempting to instruct his son, Rehoboam.


I don’t mean to say that King David was a model father.  There was a time when he was known more for neglecting his sons that for being a father to them.  One reason that his son Absalom rebelled against David was that David didn’t even talk to him for several years.  Solomon, however, was born later, after David had had a chance to learn from his mistakes, and David seems to have devoted more time to his young son, Solomon, than he did to Solomon’s older brothers.  But that didn’t make son Solomon into a model father either.  In addition to his great wisdom, Solomon is also known for his great folly.  “He had seven hundred wives of royal birth and three hundred concubines.” 1Kg11v3.  This staggers the imagination!  It was impossible for Solomon to give his one thousand wives the attention they deserved, to say nothing of all their children.  It would seem that Rehoboam turned out to be so foolish in part because his superwise father neglected him.


In this “my son” section, wise King Solomon is telling us how to get wisdom.  He says, “My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding, and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God.”  You can get wisdom if you really seek it.  But notice where wisdom comes from, “For the Lord gives wisdom, and from His mouth come knowledge and understanding. He holds victory in store for the upright, He is a shield to those whose walk is blameless, for He guards the course of the just and protects the way of His faithful ones.”  The Lord our God is the source of wisdom, for He always acts wisely and never dabbles in folly.


We need to understand that there are two kinds of wisdom, and both are offered to us in Proverbs.  The first kind of wisdom is the kind that will help us get along in this life, and there is plenty of that in Proverbs.  Con​sider these words, “The wise woman builds her house, but with her own hands the foolish one tears hers down.” Pr14v1.  “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people.” Pr14v34.  “A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.” Pr15v1.  “Better a meal of vegetables where there is love than a fattened calf with hatred.” Pr15v17.  “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.” Pr16v18.  “Better to meet a bear robbed of her cubs than a fool in his folly.” Pr17v12.  “Starting a quarrel is like breaching a dam; so drop the matter before a dispute breaks out.” Pr17v14.  “He who answers before listening—that is his folly and his shame.” Pr18v13.  “A hot-tempered man must pay the penalty; if you rescue him, you will have to do it again.” Pr19v19.  “Food gained by fraud tastes sweet to a man, but he ends up with a mouth full of gravel.” Pr20v17.  Those are just some verses that I high​lighted years ago in my Bible; you can find many more like them, just paging through Proverbs.


That is an important kind of wisdom, for the Lord has put us into this life for many years.  He has given us things to do, and told us to work at them with all our hearts.  It is good for us to acquire the kind of wisdom He provides for getting along in this life.  It is good to use the talents and abilities He has given us as much as we can to serve Him and our neighbors.


But far more important is the wisdom He gives us for getting along in the life to come, which will last far longer than this life.  That is the kind of wisdom the apostle Paul wrote about to young Pastor Timothy, “From infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” 2Tm3v15.  Timothy didn’t learn that from his father, who was a Greek unbeliever, but from his mother Eunice and from his grandmother Lois.  They taught him the Holy Scriptures “from infancy,” so that Timothy knew his Savior, Jesus, before Paul ever came to Lystra, where Timothy grew up.


This kind of wisdom, the most important kind of wisdom, is taught throughout the Bible.  It is why the Bible was written.  This kind of wisdom is not taught in most other books.  It certainly is not taught by the main source of wisdom people consult, namely, themselves.  They have ideas about God which just must be right.  No one else has ever been as wise about God as they are.  Unfortunately, their great ideas about God were invented by Satan in the Garden of Eden.  They just don’t know where their great wisdom came from; they think they made it up themselves.  Their great wisdom for the life to come is always that they must get there them​selves.  They must be good, they must earn their way.  How foolish!  No one gets to heaven that way, but it is what they have made up themselves.


I recommend the entire book of Proverbs to you for your own personal reading and study.  You will find much wisdom in Proverbs, probably some that goes over your head.  I have been studying the book of Proverbs verse by verse for some time now, and although most of it is easy to understand, there are still those verses that defy my comprehension.  Read and study Proverbs for the wisdom necessary for this life and also for the wisdom necessary for the life to come.


“My son, if you accept my words, etc., then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God.”  Then you will have the proper attitude toward God, an attitude of love and respect, and you will learn that the true God is the God of grace, who delights to forgive our sins for Jesus’ sake.  “For the Lord gives wisdom, and from His mouth come knowledge and understanding. He holds victory in store for the upright, He is a shield to those whose walk is blameless, for He guards the course of the just and protects the way of His faithful ones.”  He guides us through this life to the wonderful life He has prepared for us with Him. Amen.
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