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Before us this morning is a lengthy prayer of King David in which he is rather excited.  Is he excited about something we can and should be excited about?  What does David’s excitement in his prayer have to do with us?  We are looking at this today because it has everything to do with us.


King David started life as the youngest son of Jesse with a half dozen older brothers.  When they went off to war, he was the only one left at home to tend the sheep.  While his brothers were off fighting Philistines, David was out in the field fighting lions and bears who wanted to help themselves to a sheep.  David said as much on his trip to the battle to bring provisions for his brothers.  You will remember that young David heard the Philistine Goliath’s challenge to single combat, accepted it, and defeated the giant Goliath with trust in the Lord.  As David explained to King Saul, “Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Phi​listine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. The Lord who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philis​tine.” 1Sm17v36,37.

At that time, David had already been anointed as the next king of Israel, but he did not become king until after Saul died.  He spent most of his time during the next years in battle; he led Saul’s armies, and then after Saul became jealous and chased him away, he led his own band of outlaws for a few years.  Finally, after Saul was killed in battle against the Philis​tines, David became king in the south, in Judah.  For a time, the remnant of Saul’s army tried to make one of Saul’s sons king in the north, but that failed.  After six years, David became king of all of Israel and the land had peace.


As David then settled into his royal palace in Jerusalem, he thought about the Lord who had delivered him from Goliath and many, many other battles in between.  God was still being worshiped in the tabernacle, that is, in the tent that had been put together by the Israelites at Mt. Sinai four cen​turies earlier.  They must have had to repair the material of that tent often.  David formed the plan of building a permanent temple for the Lord in Jeru​salem, and the prophet Nathan approved of David’s plans.


Nathan gave his approval to David’s plans without consulting the Lord.  That night, the Lord gave Nathan the answer to the question he had not asked.  The Lord said that David was not to build the temple in Jeru​salem.  The Lord would have a temple in Jerusalem, but David’s son, Solomon, would build that temple.  As the Lord said, “I took you from the pasture and from following the flock to be ruler over My people Israel. I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from before you.… The Lord declares to you that the Lord Himself will establish a house for you: When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom. He is the one who will build a house for My Name, and I will establish the throne of His kingdom forever.” 2Sm7v8,9,11-13.

After Nathan reported all of this to David, then David prayed.  Listen now to David’s prayer in response to God’s promises to him.  David may have heard more in God’s promise than we did the first time.  Listen for what in David’s prayer applies to you and to me.  David’s prayer is all about good stuff for us.



Nathan reported to David all the words of this entire reve​lation.



Then King David went in and sat before the Lord, and he said: “Who am I, O Sovereign Lord, and what is my family, that You have brought me this far? 
And as if this were not enough in Your sight, O Sovereign Lord, You have also spoken about the future of the house of Your servant. Is this Your usual way of dealing with man, O Sovereign Lord?



“What more can David say to You? For You know Your servant, O Sovereign Lord. 
For the sake of Your Word and accor​ding to Your will, You have done this great thing and made it known to Your servant.



“How great You are, O Sovereign Lord! There is no one like You, and there is no God but You, as we have heard with our own ears. 
And who is like Your people Israel—the one nation on earth that God went out to redeem as a people for Himself, and to make a name for Himself, and to perform great and awesome wonders by driving out nations and their gods from before Your people, whom You redeemed from Egypt? 
You have established Your people Israel as Your very own forever, and You, O Lord, have become their God.



“And now, Lord God, keep forever the promise You have made concerning Your servant and his house. Do as You promised, 
so that Your name will be great forever. Then men will say, ‘The Lord Almighty is God over Israel!’ And the house of Your servant David will be established before You.



“O Lord Almighty, God of Israel, You have revealed this to Your servant, saying, ‘I will build a house for you.’ So Your servant has found courage to offer You this prayer. 
O Sovereign Lord, You are God! Your words are trustworthy, and You have promised these good things to Your servant. 
Now be pleased to bless the house of Your servant, that it may continue forever in Your sight; for You, O Sovereign Lord, have spoken, and with Your blessing the house of Your servant will be blessed forever.”


God promised first that David’s son would build the temple in Jeru​salem.  At that time, David had already married and already had children, so the Lord could have been speaking about one of David’s sons, but He wasn’t.  Some time after this beautiful prayer, David committed adultery with Bathsheba and murdered her husband, Uriah.  David married Bath​sheba, and although the child of adultery died, their next child became the king who succeeded David, Solomon, and he did build a glorious temple for the Lord in Jerusalem, one of the seven wonders of the world.


If you like history, as I do, that is interesting, but hardly reason for us to get as excited as David was in his prayer.  David prayed, “What more can David say to You? For You know Your servant, O Sovereign Lord.… How great You are, O Sovereign Lord! There is no one like You, and there is no God but You, as we have heard with our own ears.”  What was David so excited about?  Is it something for us to be excited about?


David is the author of many of the psalms, and he certainly gets excited in many of the psalms.  They are to a large extent an expression of his emotions.  The psalms are still greatly loved today, not as history, not as an ancient expression of joy, but because we can share in the reason for that joy.  David is excited in his prayer about something we can and should also be excited about.


David is excited because the Lord has promised that his son, Solo​mon, will build the temple in Jerusalem.  This is the first time David was assured by the Lord that one of his sons would succeed him on the throne in Jerusalem.  But David is excited about much more than that.  Listen again to the last words of David’s prayer, “Now be pleased to bless the house of Your servant, that it may continue forever in Your sight; for You, O Sovereign Lord, have spoken, and with Your blessing the house of Your servant will be blessed forever.”


Is David asking for a bit too much?  He talks about “forever.”  His son, Solomon, ruled after him, and his descendants ruled on the throne of Judah for four centuries.  But that ended forever when the Jews were taken into captivity in Babylon.  People were still calling themselves descendants of David a thousand years later, but I’m not aware that people are still doing that today.  There are still people calling themselves Jews, and will be at least until Judgment Day, but David has to be excited about much more than that if we are to share his excitement.


Listen again to the words the Lord spoke to Nathan, which Nathan then shared with David, “When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom. He is the one who will build a house for My Name, and I will establish the throne of His kingdom forever.” 2Sm7v12,13.  The Lord speaks about Solomon who built the temple in Jerusalem, reigned for forty years, and then died.  But the Lord promises an Offspring who will rule forever.  Who is that?


The Lord is talking about the One who was called “King of the Jews,” who was hailed as the “Son of David,” Mt21v9, who was even greeted with the words, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!” Lk19v38, and called “the King of Israel.” Jn12v13.  David understood from the Lord’s words to Nathan that the long-awaited Savior would be born from his descendants.  He was excited about that, honored to be an ancestor of the Savior.


But don’t we have even more reason to be excited?!  This section is all about our Savior!  We are not filled with anticipation, as David was, of what the Savior would do when He came.  We know what the Savior did when He came!  We know how beautiful were His words, for we still have them in the four Gospels.  We know how perfect was His life lived for us.  We know how innocent was His death died for us.  We know how glorious was His resurrection and ascension into heaven.  We know that He com​pletely finished His work, paid for all our sins, opened heaven’s doors to us, and will welcome us there.


In a sense, we are excited about Jesus’ second coming in much the same way David was excited about Jesus’ first coming.  David certainly did not know all that Jesus would do when He was born in David’s city of Bethlehem, and we have many unanswered questions about what Jesus will do when He returns.  But it will all be good for us, because we know that His blood was shed to wash away all our sins.


I like history, maybe you do too, but this is much more than history.  This is much more than the history of David and Solomon.  This is the history of you and me, for this is the history of our Savior, the One who died and rose again for us, the One who is to be the center of our life now, and will be the center of our life forever. Amen.
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