Matthew 11:25-30
2128


At that time Jesus said, “I praise You, Father, Lord of hea​ven and earth, because You have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. 
Yes, Father, for this was Your good pleasure.



“All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.



“Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 
Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”


This is a very beautiful selection of words from Jesus, treasured by many, even chosen recently as a funeral text.  These were words I learned from childhood, since they were included in the stained glass window above the altar in my home church.  There, in the central panel, was Jesus, with His arms extended in welcome, and below His hands the words were there in the stained glass, “Come unto Me.”  These are words my grandmother treasured, but especially still in the German they had grown up with, „Kom​met her zu mir alle, die ihr mühselig und beladen seid, ich will euch erquicken.”


Jesus’ words are so well loved because they are so simple and they speak directly to our hearts.  But in this same context, right at the beginning of this selection, Jesus speaks words that seem very hard to understand.  He says, in prayer to His heavenly Father, “I praise You, Father, Lord of hea​ven and earth, because You have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children.”  I don’t think anyone has trouble with the words, “You revealed them to little children.”  That fits well with what Jesus said elsewhere, repeatedly.  “I tell you the truth, un​less you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever welcomes a little child like this in My name welcomes Me.” Mt18v3-5.  “Let the little chil​dren come to Me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven be​longs to such as these.” Mt19v14.

But how can Jesus say that the Father has “hidden these things from the wise and learned”?  St. Paul wrote to young Timothy that “the Holy Scriptures are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” 2Tm3v15.  Throughout the book of Proverbs, wise King Solo​mon contrasts the wise and the foolish, and always being wise is a good thing.  But Jesus says that the Father has “hidden these things from the wise and learned,” which makes being “wise and learned” a bad thing.  How can that be?  What does this mean?


Obviously, Jesus is speaking about a different kind of wisdom, a wis​dom that is not based on the Holy Scriptures, even a wisdom that is not based on observation of the world God created, but rather a wisdom that is based on our own human imagination, very much a made-up wisdom, a self-invented wisdom, a being wise in one’s own eyes, even self-wise.  He is talking about learned people who are not learned in what God has to say, but in what people have to say, a learning that is based not on the facts but on the assertions of other people.  These are the “wise and learned” Jesus is talking about.


The “wise and learned” today are those who read and write books that are difficult, that are written on a college or post-graduate level, which are hard to understand, purposely so, because they need to cover up the fact that the emperor is wearing no clothes.  Everything they read and write in these books is based only on what other people say, and has no real relation to the truth and reality.  These books are hard to read, for one must con​stantly respond to the author, “No, you just made that up. That is not true!”  That is what I said repeatedly some years ago when I read through The Da Vinci Code, a page-turner of a book, but full of “historical facts” that never happened, full of false assertions, a tremendous house of cards that could not be exposed to the slightest breath of truth lest it all fall down.


Many years ago one of my seminary professors—and he was truly a learned man with an earned doctorate, someone who could easily make the most complicated subjects simple enough for me to understand—told us that the most difficult book to read and understand in the English language was Charles Darwin’s The Origin of Species.  I thought at the time that he meant it was written on a post-graduate level, with very complicated sentence structure.  But then a copy of Darwin’s book came into my hands, and I eventually read it.  Then I realized that my professor was not referring to the complicated language the book was written in, but rather to the absence of logic in the book.  It was somewhat like reading Alice in Won​der​land, where logic is intentionally left out, except that Darwin meant his book to be the truth.  Yet the book is filled with the same kind of logic that would conclude that because one blonde person is naive, all blond people are naive, a clear logical fallacy.  Darwin observed the variety among the birds on the Galapagos Islands, and from that concluded that just as all those different kinds of birds had come from one original pair of birds, so all the life on earth had come from one original sort of primitive animal.  He sim​ply overlooked the fact that all the birds he studied were the same kind of bird, and still were the same kind of bird.  It would be like reaching the same conclusion because there are all different varieties of dogs, large and small, cute and ugly, and yet they are all dogs, are still dogs, and always will be dogs.


When these “wise and learned” approach what Jesus has to say, they reject it out of hand, because it disagrees with their own thoughts.  That is why Jesus says that the Father has “hidden these things from the wise and learned.”  They themselves refuse to understand these things.  They refuse to listen to the truth.  It is their own fault that these things are hidden from them.  They act just like the members of the Jewish Sanhedrin who lis​tened to Stephen only so far before “they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him.” Ac7v57.  They covered their ears so that they would not hear the truth; they yelled at the top of their voices so that they would not hear the truth.  They did not hear the truth, and perished in their learned ignorance.


Jesus gives a brief example of what the Father has revealed to little children.  He says, “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal Him.”  Jesus is talking about things within the Trinity, about the relationship be​tween the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  None of these things are things we can understand.  This is a one-of-a-kind situation; we can’t com​pare it to anything else we are familiar with.  It is over our heads.  But, al​though we cannot understand it, we can certainly believe it.  That is what Jesus means by saying that the Father has revealed these things to little chil​dren.  We, as little children, gladly believe whatever Jesus tells us, because He is our Savior who loves us.


So we little children welcome His beautiful words of invitation to us, “Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”  He is the wise and all-powerful God who has power over every​thing in the universe, and He invites us who are “weary and burdened” to come to Him for needed rest.  He invites those who are “weary” from trying to deal with their own sins, who are “burdened” with the guilt of their sins.  We can only wear ourselves into the ground if we try to handle our sins on our own.  The only solution to our sins is to bring them, each and every one, and all of them together, to Jesus.  He gives us full and complete rest in the forgiveness of our sins.


In what seems a discordant element, He invites us, “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”  A yoke is a heavy wooden beam laid across the shoulders of draft animals to yoke or tie them together.  The plow, for example, that they are pulling is attached to the yoke, as is each ox.  Together, the two of them pull the plow.  We might wonder why Jesus is yoking us together to pull a plow?


Of course, He isn’t.  Rather, He means that there is an obligation in coming to Him.  We cannot come to Jesus as those who still want to be “wise and learned” in the way that Jesus has just defined “wise and learned.”  We can only come to Jesus as little children, as those who, with the apostle Paul, “take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.” 2Cor10v5.  We cannot come to Jesus thinking that we are just as smart as Jesus or even smarter than Jesus.  Rather, we come to Jesus as those who trust Him completely, and willingly accept everything He says.


This passage is cited in the Catechism under the Third Command​ment, which says, “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.”  Which day is “the Sabbath day,” and how do we keep it holy?  The Sab​bath day, of course, is the seventh day when God rested from His work of creating the world.  Moses tells us, “By the seventh day God had finished the work He had been doing; so on the seventh day He rested from all his work. And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it He rested from all the work of creating that He had done.” Gn2v2,3.  Later at Mt. Sinai, God explained, “Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien with​in your gates. For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but He rested on the seventh day. There​fore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.” Ex20v9-11.  This was the command for the Old Testament people.  Jesus fulfilled all the Old Testament laws and abolished all of them.  What applies to us today is what is restated in the New Testament.  There we are told, for example, “Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly.” Col3v16.

Jesus certainly has these things in mind as He says to us, “Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you Sabbath rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find Sabbath rest for your souls.”  The word “Sabbath” means rest.  Just as the Father rested from His work on the seventh day, Saturday, so the Old Testament people were to rest from their work on the seventh day.  But we in the New Testament are to rest from the work of paying for our own sins every day, and to find our Sabbath rest in Jesus all the time.  In our freedom, we have chosen to do that especially on Sunday, the first day of the week, the day on which the Father began crea​ting the world, the day on which Jesus rose from His grave, and the day on which the Holy Spirit was poured out on the disciples on Pentecost.  Today, this morning, Jesus says to us, “Come to Me, all you who are weary and bur​dened, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” Amen.
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