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On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise Him, He was named Jesus, the name the angel had given Him before He had been conceived.



When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had been completed, Joseph and Mary took Him to Jeru​salem to present Him to the Lord 
(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), 
and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.”



Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 
It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 
Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the Child Jesus to do for Him what the custom of the Law required, 
Simeon took Him in his arms and praised God, saying: 
“Sovereign Lord, as You have promised, You now dismiss Your servant in peace. 
For my eyes have seen Your salvation, 
which You have prepared in the sight of all people, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to Your people Israel.”


When I was learning how to drive, my Uncle Larry told me that there were so many different traffic laws that no one could ever obey all of them.  He said that the average driver couldn’t drive a hundred feet without breaking twenty different traffic laws.  I thought then that he was exag​gerating a little bit, and I think now that he was exaggerating a little bit.  His point was that as a new driver I had to concentrate on the important things, on driving with common sense.  But his point was also that if a policeman ever wanted to stop me as a driver, he would not have to look very far to find a reason to do so, because there were all those different traffic laws.  I think I have learned to live with all those traffic laws.  Most people only really have to pay attention to them if they have to take a test sometime to renew their license, you know, the legal distance to park away from a fire hydrant.


Similarly, all the laws in the Old Testament can make it a hard book to read.  Can you imagine having to live under those laws?  There are laws about what kind of food you can eat, laws about festivals, laws about priests, laws against eating blood, laws about mildew, laws about infectious skin diseases, and laws about purification after childbirth.


That was the particular law that Joseph and Mary bumped up against after the birth of Jesus.  Mary gave birth to Jesus in the barn, but they could not stay there forever.  The inn was full, but Joseph was certainly looking for another place for them to stay, and moved them out of the barn just as soon as he could.  There was also the matter of child support, and Joseph surely found carpentry work as soon as he could.  But there were also the laws to follow.


The first was the law about circumcision, which had to be done on the eighth day after birth.  That was most likely done locally.  That incor​po​rated Jesus into the people of Israel.  Later, at His Baptism, Jesus explained to John the Baptist that that too was necessary “to fulfill all righteousness.” Mt3v15.  Baptism, like circumcision, was a sacrament to remove sin.  Since Jesus had no sin, that was not necessary in His case, but He was both cir​cumcised and baptized “to fulfill all righteousness,” that is, for us, to fulfill all righteousness for us.


Then, forty days after birth, came the time of purification.  This particular law has epitomized for me the pickiness of the details in the Old Testament laws.  This is the relevant law from the book of Leviticus:


The Lord said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites: ‘A woman who becomes pregnant and gives birth to a son will be cere​monially unclean for seven days, just as she is unclean during her monthly period. On the eighth day the boy is to be cir​cum​cised. Then the woman must wait thirty-three days to be puri​fied from her bleeding. She must not touch anything sacred or go to the sanctuary until the days of her purification are over. If she gives birth to a daughter, for two weeks the woman will be unclean, as during her period. Then she must wait sixty-six days to be purified from her bleeding.


“‘When the days of her purification for a son or daughter are over, she is to bring to the priest at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting a year-old lamb for a burnt offering and a young pigeon or a dove for a sin offering. He shall offer them before the Lord to make atonement for her, and then she will be cere​monially clean from her flow of blood. These are the regula​tions for the woman who gives birth to a boy or a girl.


“‘If she cannot afford a lamb, she is to bring two doves or two young pigeons, one for a burnt offering and the other for a sin offering. In this way the priest will make atonement for her, and she will be clean.’” Lv12v1-8.
_Ä_When I read these laws, I cannot understand them.  I cannot understand why a woman is regarded as unclean after she has given birth, one of the most beautiful things the Lord has allowed human beings to do.  But she is unclean for a total of forty days after birth.  And then there is the second matter of why she is regarded as unclean for twice as long after the birth of a daughter.  I have never heard any medical reason for her to be regarded as unclean, certainly not for twice as long after the birth of a daughter.


At the end of the time set aside for her purification, they are to bring a sacrifice to the Lord, and that makes sense as an expression of gratitude to the Lord for this wonderful gift of a baby.  The sacrifice required is not cheap, a year-old lamb and a pigeon.  But it is interesting that a cheaper offering is specified for those who can’t afford a lamb; they can bring two doves or two pigeons.  That is interesting especially because it is exactly the offering that Joseph and Mary brought when they took the Baby Jesus to the temple in Jerusalem.


The only thing I can say about some of these Old Testament laws is that I am glad we are not still under them.  Some of them are downright strange, and many of them are very picky.  Trying to obey them would seem to me like trying to walk through a china shop with pillows strapped all over my body; I would surely bump into something, into many somethings!


The only part of all the Old Testament laws which still apply to us are those restated in the New Testament, and that is basically the Ten Com​mandments.  They are still enough to condemn each of us.  When it comes time for God to call us to account, He will not have to look far to find infractions of His law we are guilty of.  It is because of that that we treasure the Gospel so highly.


Joseph and Mary took the Baby Jesus to the temple in Jerusalem and presented the sacrifice required.  Then they met someone who showered them with the Gospel.  His name is Simeon.  He had been told in some way that he would not die before he had seen the promised Savior.  He was at the temple waiting when they arrived.  Simeon took the Baby Jesus in his arms, smiled a huge smile, and proclaimed the Gospel: “Sovereign Lord, as You have promised, You now dismiss Your servant in peace. For my eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to Your people Israel.”


We use this as a song, the Song of Simeon.  It used to be called the Nunc Dimittis, from the first words of the song in Latin.  We sing that song after communion in the Common Service; it’s also used at the end of the Evening Prayer service.  It is a beautiful song, in which Simeon basically says, Now, Lord, I can die in peace, because I have seen my Savior!


Simeon confesses that this is the Savior the Lord has prepared for us, the Savior he and we very much need.  This is the Savior who will pay for our infractions of God’s Law.  This is the Savior who will “fulfill all righteousness” for us, keeping all of the laws for us.  This is the Savior whose course through life we follow each year.  This is the Savior whom we will see performing miracles, preaching to the people, and then being betrayed, arrested, and finally crucified.  This is the Savior we will see rise again the third day.


This is the Savior for everyone, as Simeon says, “a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to Your people Israel.”  The Gentiles and the people of Israel covered all the people in the world them, and include all people now.  Although the Savior was born in Bethlehem in Judea to a Jewish mother, He came for everyone in the world, even for Americans.  You will never meet anyone with whom you can’t share Jesus.


The Savior came to bring revelation, that is, to reveal God to us.  What is God like?  Look at Jesus!  Jesus is God, and He both shows and tells us what God is like.  Jesus said, “God loved the whole world so much that He sent His only Son to die, so that whoever believes in Him would not perish, but have eternal life.”  The Savior further brought us the key to understanding all of the Old Testament, since He is the fulfillment of everything written there.


The Savior also brought glory for His people Israel.  Even to this day, we still speak of the people of Israel, to whom the promise of the Savior was given, and from whom the Savior came.  The nation of Israel was a special nation in God’s sight and in the sight of the whole world from the time that God set them apart, really with the first promise given to Abraham, and until all of God’s promises were fulfilled at the crucifixion and at the empty tomb.  Since then, the Jewish nation has been just like any other nation, no longer part of God’s fulfilled plan of salvation.


Since we have been through Christmas, we have seen our Savior.  Therefore, we too can rejoice and even be prepared to die, whenever it should please the Lord.  We can depart this life in peace, because we have seen our Savior.  Amen.
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