2 Peter 3:14-18
2145

Jesus’ transfiguration came toward the end of His earthly ministry.  It was a time for Him to be strengthened before He came down from the mount of transfiguration and headed to Jerusalem for His crucifixion.  It is a very impressive event in Jesus’ life which we clearly do not understand.  But that’s okay, for we surely do not understand how Jesus can be God and Man at the same time, although He clearly is.


Jesus takes just three of the disciples—Peter, James, and John—with Him to the top of a mountain for His transfiguration.  This is called “the inner circle” of Jesus’ disciples.  Jesus took this same group of three into the house of Jairus to raise his daughter back to life, and He took this same group of three a little further into the Garden of Gethsemane with Him to be near Him while He prayed.  Before their eyes He was transfigured, that is, His appearance changed so that His deity was shining through His huma​nity.  Moses and Elijah came and spoke with Him and encouraged Him with the Old Testament promises about what He would soon do.


Peter, the unofficial spokesman for the disciples, so often captures just what we are thinking.  “Lord,” he says, “it is good for us to be here. So that we can stay here a much longer time, how about I put up three shelters—one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”  James and John and I can share those shelters with You, and we will be delighted to be with You here for a long time to come!  If only we could see Jesus with our own eyes, then we would never doubt again.  Then we would be bold confessors of His name, and gladly face whatever troubles await us in life.  If only we could see the Lord Jesus.


The evangelist Mark, who recorded Peter’s view on Jesus’ life, adds words in explanation of what Peter said.  Mark reports, “He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.” Mk9v6.  So many years later, we still do not fully understand what was going on at Jesus’ transfiguration, but that’s all right.  We would like to have been there.  We would like to have seen Jesus with our own eyes, both as a human being, and with His deity showing through.  Perhaps we would have been frightened, as well.  But we wish we could have been there to see that with our own eyes.


This morning we have another section from Peter’s second letter.  Earlier, we heard Peter’s own comments on Jesus’ transfiguration, remem​bered half a lifetime later.  Peter told us, “He received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to Him from the Majestic Glory, saying, ‘This is My Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased.’ We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with Him on the sacred mountain.” 2Pe1v17,18.  Today we consider the last words that Peter wrote in his second letter.  In these words, Peter is telling us that our own personal front-row seat at Jesus’ transfiguration is not nearly so desireable as the front-row seat we do have at Jesus’ return for the Last Day.  That is the time when we will see Jesus Himself with our own eyes.  It will be most impressive.  Knowing that we will be there, Peter asks how we should live right now.  This is his answer:



So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with Him. 
Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. 
He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to under​stand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction.



Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position. 
But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be glory both now and forever! Amen.


I have always thought it a little strange that Peter makes the com​ments he does here about the apostle Paul’s writings.  He says that Paul’s “letters contain some things that are hard to understand.”  Compared with Peter’s letters, Paul’s letters are much easier to understand.  Maybe it only seems that way.  Clearly, Peter understood what he himself was wri​ting, even if he didn’t understand everything that Paul wrote in his letters.  It is interesting to see how much Peter’s and Paul’s letters circulated in the early Christian Church.


In the last chapter of his second letter, the apostle Peter wrote much about Jesus’ return for the Last Day.  Jesus promised to return, and so people expected Him to return quickly.  But as the years passed, people began to scoff that Jesus was not going to return as He had promised.  Why was He taking so long? they asked.  Peter explained:

The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as some under​stand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.


But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. 2Pe3v9,10.
_Ä_The reason Jesus has not yet returned is that He is patient with us.  Peter then refers to God’s patience again at the end of his letter when he says, “Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation.”  The Lord is patient, waiting for certain people to come to faith before He returns.  Before they can come to faith, they need to be born.  There have been a lot of people born since Jesus made His promise, and many of them have also been reborn through Baptism as children of the heavenly Father.  Because of the Lord’s patience, there are many more who wait eagerly for Jesus’ return on the Last Day.


Just before the last words of his second letter, Peter wrote:

Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of peo​ple ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with His promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness. 2Pe3v11-13.
_Ä_He is still talking about what kind of people we should be in the verses before us this morning.  He says, “Make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with Him.”  We are never “spotless and blame​less” in ourselves.  We always remain sinners in this life.  Our sins are only washed away completely in the blood of Jesus.  Only in Him are we found truly “spotless and blameless.”  Since that is so, we can also be “at peace with Him,” for the One whose return we are awaiting is the same One who was crucified for us.


At the end of his letter, Peter writes words that seem to be contra​dictory.  He says, “Since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position. But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  He writes, “Since you already know this,… grow!”  He is not contradicting himself.  We learned a great many things in school.  But if we don’t continue using those things and grow in our use of those things, then we will not have them any more.  We learned things in math that most of us no longer use or could use, such as the quadratic formula or the trigonometric functions of sine, cosine, and tangent.  Most of us were taught the way the English language is supposed to be used, but much of that has gone out the window.  We were taught the history of our nation, but we may have trouble today putting the battle of Bull Run into the proper war.


Peter says that we already know what he has told us about Jesus and about His promise to return.  He says that we already know how we should live since we know that Jesus is going to return soon.  Now he tells us to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  In other words, remember what it is that we already know.  Keep fresh in our minds what we already know.  It is not just academic informa​tion, but very practical information for us.  It is the way we are to live now.  It is why we are to live that way now.  It is because of Jesus that we are to live that way now, “spotless, blameless, and at peace with Him.”


Moses got to see God on Mt. Sinai as he received the Ten Com​mand​ments on two stone tablets from God.  Moses was there on the mount of transfiguration.  Elijah got to hear God speak to him at the same place.  After Elijah’s great confrontation with the prophets of Baal at Mt. Carmel in Israel, Elijah strangely became afraid and fled far to the south, to Mt. Sinai.  There God came to him in a still, small voice.  Elijah also was on the mount of transfiguration.


Peter, James, and John got to be Jesus’ disciples, and to travel about the countryside with Him.  They got to know Jesus well, and Peter and John wrote books of the Bible to tell us about that.  They were on the mount of transfiguration with Jesus and Moses and Elijah.


We have not seen God as Moses and Peter, James, and John have.  We were not there on the mount of transfiguration.  But we will be there when Jesus returns.  We will see Him then with our own eyes and we will see Him with our own eyes forever.  In one of his hard-to-understand letters, the apostle Paul wrote:

The Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud com​mand, with the voice of the archangel and with the trum​pet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage each other with these words. 1Th4v16-18.
_Ä_Amen.
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