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“As the Father has loved Me, so have I loved you. Now re​main in My love. 
If you obey My commands, you will remain in My love, just as I have obeyed My Father’s commands and remain in His love. 
I have told you this so that My joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 
My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 
Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 
You are My friends if you do what I command. 
I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from My Father I have made known to you. 
You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in My name. 
This is My command: Love each other.


Sometimes, after I read over the Scripture readings assigned for a particular Sunday and study them, I just cannot figure out what connection they have with each other.  I have a resource in which someone who un​der​stands these things has explained what connection the Scripture readings have with each other, and sometimes when I check that, I find that he couldn’t figure out what connection they have with each other either.  Well, that doesn’t happen often, and they are all God’s Word, so we listen to them.


Today is not at all like that, for the connection between the three Scripture readings is very obvious.  We have the first temptation to sin, Jesus’ temptation to sin, and Paul’s great comparison of the two.  Luther suggests that it was Sunday, the day after Eve and Adam were created, when the first temptation happened.  They went to the tree of the knowledge of good and evil for the very purpose of worshiping God there by not eating from the fruit of the tree.  The devil came and deceived Eve.  He got her talking to him, the bait, then he set the hook with his bold lie, “You will not surely die,” Gn3v4, and then he reeled her in as she saw how beautiful and desireable the fruit was.  They ate, they sinned, they brought death into the world, and we still suffer from that today.


The devil also came to Jesus early in His ministry, right after His bap​tism by John the Baptist.  He came with elaborate, carefully crafted temptations, way beyond what he brought to Adam and Eve.  Jesus defeated each of those temptations with a passage from God’s Word, each taken from the book of Deuteronomy, chapters six and eight.  Paul pointed out that both Adam and Jesus are representative men: they represent all the people in the world.  What Adam did in the Garden of Eden applies to every person in the world descended from him.  What Jesus did in resisting temptation and dying on the cross applies to every person in the world descended from Adam and Eve.  Adam went to bat for us and struck out.  Jesus went to bat for us and hit a grand slam.  The result for us is forgiveness, eternal life, and the certainty of heaven.


In the season of Lent, we look in detail at how Jesus accomplished that for us.  We have special midweek services in which we hear the Passion History of our Savior drawn from the four Gospels.  I mentioned this past Wednesday that each of the evangelists devotes a large portion of his Gospel to Holy Week.  In the case of the evangelist John, it is nearly half of his book.  John’s Gospel has twenty-one chapters.  The halfway point is chapter eleven, devoted to the great raising of Lazarus from the dead.  Jesus’ good friend, Lazarus, had already been dead four days when Jesus raised him back to life.  He lived in Bethany, which was near Jerusalem, so many people were there to witness what Jesus did.  This one event got so much attention that the Jewish leaders even at one point plotted to kill Lazarus, in addition to Jesus.


Then it chapter twelve, Jesus enters Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, the beginning of Holy Week.  John has very little of Jesus’ teaching in the Jeru​salem temple on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday.  In chapter thirteen, he is already on Maundy Thursday, in the upper room for the Passover meal.  He records what Jesus said to His disciples that evening in chapters thirteen, fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, and seventeen.  In chapters eighteen and nineteen, he relates Jesus’ praying in Gethsemane and arrest there, His all-night trial and sentencing to death by Pontius Pilate, His crucifixion on Golgotha and burial nearby.  John finishes his Gospel with two chapters on Jesus’ resurrection and what happened during the forty days before Jesus ascended into heaven.


Our text this morning, and next Sunday as well, is taken from chap​ter fifteen of John’s Gospel.  In the first verses of that chapter, which we are not especially considering, Jesus compares Himself to a vine, while we are the branches connected to Him.  He is referring to that when He says, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last.”  Then, in the verses before us today, Jesus speaks especially about love.  In the verses we will hear next week, Jesus will speak especially about hate, that is, about the world’s hatred for us who follow Jesus.  The love Jesus has for us is the only way for us to deal with the hatred the world has for us.


Jesus talks first about His love for His Father and for us.  He says, “As the Father has loved Me, so have I loved you.”  With those words, Jesus takes us inside the Trinity to reveal to us part of how God works.  The Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit love each other deeply and thoroughly.  Yet, the Father also loves us, as Jesus said, “God loved the world so much that He gave His one and only Son.” Jn3v16.  God loved us so much that He sacrificed the Son he very much loves for us.  There is no rebellion of the Son against His Father at all, but they completely love each other.


And Jesus also and especially loves us.  “So have I loved you.”  “Love each other as I have loved you.”  Jesus spoke often in the Old Testament about His love for us and His resolve to become our Savior when the time had fully come.  Jesus’ love for us is not just a warm feeling inside.  No, Jesus made the depth of His love for us very clear.  “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”  How did Jesus love us?  He laid down His life for us.  He put His life on the line, wagered His life for us, and lost His life for us.  There is hardly a greater treasure we have than life, and Jesus gave up His life for us.  He died for us.  His love was not a warm feeling inside somewhere, but a warm feeling outside, as His warm blood flowed for us.


His love is the pattern for our love.  As Jesus has loved us, so He encourages us also to love.  We are to love the Father, we are to love Jesus, and we are to love each other.  How do we love the Father, Jesus, and each other?  Ultimately, we are to be prepared to lay down our lives for the Father, for Jesus, and for each other.  The apostle Paul specifically said that to husbands, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her.” Eph5v25.  Just as Jesus loved us and gave Himself up for us on the cross, so each husband is to love his wife.  Jesus says, “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”


But the first and most long-lasting way for us to love the Father, Jesus, and each other is to obey His commands.  Jesus says, “As the Father has loved Me, so have I loved you. Now re​main in My love. If you obey My commands, you will remain in My love, just as I have obeyed My Father’s commands and remain in His love.”  The Father’s command to Jesus was to




Go, bright Jewel of My crown,




And bring mankind salvation.




From sin and sorrow set them free;




Slay bitter death for them that they




May live with You forever. CW377v5.
from one of the hymns we sang this past Wednesday evening.  So Jesus went from heaven to earth, to Bethlehem’s barn, all the way to Calvary’s cross, and laid down His life for us, to “bring mankind salvation.”


What are Jesus’ commands to us?  In the Passion History this past Wednesday, we heard Jesus say, “A new commandment I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. All people will know that you are My disciples if you love one another.” Jn13v34,35.  We also heard other commands of Jesus to us this past Wednes​day, specifically, the Ten Commandments, which cover every part of our lives.  Another of His commands to us says, “Diligently study the Scrip​tures.” Jn5v39.

Jesus has a special name for us in this section.  He says, “You are My friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from My Father I have made known to you.”  It is a beautiful name that He gives us, His “friends.”  I have many “friends” on Facebook, some of whom I have no idea who they are.  Jesus knows all about us, and still he calls us “friends.”  For us friends of Jesus, He has laid down His life.  How could He ever unfriend us?  How could we ever unfriend Him?


Jesus tells us, “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.”  I suggest that the key to loving each other is the proper order.  First, we are to love Jesus.  Then, we are to love those God has especially given to us, spouse, family members, extended family.  Then, we can also love others.  Pay special attention to His instructions about how each spouse is to treat the other, how parents are to treat their children, how children are to treat their parents and grandparents.


Jesus tells us, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and ap​poin​ted you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in My name. This is My command: Love each other.”  The fruit we are to bear comes from our connection to the vine, to Jesus.  That fruit is love for each other.  We have no better pattern for the love for each other than our Lord Jesus.  We can hardly get a closer look at that love of the Lord Jesus for us than we do in our midweek Lenten services, as we continue to hear the Passion History of our Savior, as we see Him patiently treading the way to His cross for us.  All glory to our Lord Jesus, who laid down His life for us, who loves us, who commands us also to love each other. Amen.
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