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Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Him. “Teacher,” they said, “we want You to do for us whatever we ask.”



“What do you want Me to do for you?” He asked.



They replied, “Let one of us sit at Your right and the other at Your left in Your glory.”



“You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?”



“We can,” they answered.


Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink and be bap​tized with the baptism I am baptized with, 
but to sit at My right or left is not for Me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared.”



When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and John. 
Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 
Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 
and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 
For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.”


At various times last weekend, we had five different children, three and under, in our house; two were our grandchildren, the three others came with their mothers, friends of Becky and us.  So I spent a lot of time watching the children play, mostly very nicely with each other.  There was one, however, who became extremely greedy.  To be honest, he had missed his nap.  It was so clear that he wanted every toy for himself.  For example, he was playing intently with one toy; but then, out of the corner of his eye, he saw that another child had found a different toy.  Immediately, he wanted that toy, so he dropped what he was doing, and took the other toy.  That, too, he would abandon if he saw a child interested in a different toy.  He wanted all the toys for himself.  Sharing is a lesson his parents will be working on for some time to come.


Sometimes adult people are like that: they want everything for them​selves.  They certainly want to be the lead car on the road, and have to get around the car in front of them, regardless of speed.  They want to use all the money they have for themselves.  They want all of their time for the things that they want to do.  They want to be honored as those who work the hardest, have the most, and all their problems are someone else’s fault.


Jesus’ disciples gave an amazing display of that in this section.  All of Jesus’ disciples were involved: two brought the outrageous request to Jesus, and then “when the ten heard about this, they became indignant” with the two who had asked.  Let’s look at Jesus’ disciples behaving like children, and Jesus behaving like our Savior.


The timeframe of this outrageous request is significant in that it was the end of Jesus’ ministry, and these disciples already had much training from Jesus.  After Jesus was transfigured in the north, He began the slow journey to Jerusalem and crucifixion in the south.  Right after this, Jesus heals blind Bartimaeus in Jericho, not far from Jerusalem, so this request probably came to Him a little north of Jericho.  Just before this, Jesus again predicted His death; these are the words:

We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be be​trayed to the chief priests and teachers of the Law. They will condemn Him to death and will hand Him over to the Gentiles, who will mock Him and spit on Him, flog Him and kill Him.  Three days later He will rise. Mk10v33,34.
_Ä_That should have made an impression on them.  They should have under​stood what was going to happen.  Instead, they thought about scraping together as much as they could for themselves.


James and John came to Jesus with a request.  According to the other evangelists, their mother was also involved in the request, perhaps making the request for them.  James and John were the sons of Zebedee, and had been fishermen when Jesus called them as His disciples; in fact, Jesus called them along with two other brothers, Peter and Andrew, who were also fishermen.  Three of those four, Peter, James, and John, became the inner circle of Jesus’ disciples.  Just before this at His transfiguration Jesus had taken these three special disciples with Him to the top of a small moun​tain, leaving the other nine disciples below.  There Jesus was transfigured before their eyes, and Moses and Elijah came and spoke with Jesus about His upcoming crucifixion.


And look what James and John learned from all that!  Their outra​geous request is this: “Let one of us sit at Your right and the other at Your left in Your glory.”  Jesus was going to the cross to die, but they were overcome with the other idea floating around, that Jesus was going to Jerusalem to take over, to expel the hated Romans, and to rule in His own right as the Descendant of David.  Then, Jesus would surely need a right-hand man and a left-hand man.  Here were two volunteers, trying to get in on the ground floor of a new government.  “We’ll be the two You can depend on most of all, Jesus.”


They truly did not know what they were asking.  There would be a time very soon when Jesus would be given a right-hand man and a left-hand man, since there were three crosses on Golgatha, and Jesus’ cross was in the middle.  Is that what they were asking for?  I don’t think so.  No, they were thinking of Jesus on His throne in Jerusalem ruling all Israel.  They would share in His glory at His right and at His left.  When He needed to attend to any detail personally, they would be able to take His place on the throne in the meantime.  The basic sinful idea the devil taught Adam and Eve already is the desire to push God off His throne and take His place.  That is what Satan has always wanted to do.  And many people desire the same thing.  The idea is widespread today that if I think it’s true, it must be true.  If it feels right, if must be right.  I personally am the one who determines right and wrong.  God has no business telling me what I can and can’t do.


James and John made their request to Jesus in private.  But the other ten disciples soon heard about this, and became indignant.  They were indignant first at this outrageous request made by two of the leading disci​ples.  They were indignant second because these two thought of the request first, and beat them to it.  Peter must have been especially indignant, as James and John again make an end run around him, the spokesman for the disciples.  He had to remember maybe a week ago right after the transfigu​ration when James and John asked if Jesus wanted them to destroy a Samaritan village with fire, just as Elijah had.  They would be His execu​tioners, standing at the ready at His right and left.


Jesus patiently dealt with these slow learners.  “You don’t know what you are asking,” He said. “Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?”  Jesus uses figurative language.  The cup if filled with bitter suffering; can they also drink down that bitter suffering, that is, be crucified with Him?  Jesus is not speaking about water baptism, which we have had, but about fire baptism, torture and persecution, covering all of Jesus’ suffering and death.  If they were truly to be His right-hand and left-hand men, they would need to go into suffering and death with Him.  Were they ready for that?


They quickly and perhaps rashly said that they were!  Jesus assured them, “You will drink the cup I drink and be bap​tized with the baptism I am baptized with.”  James would be the first of the twelve disciples to die a martyr’s death for Jesus, killed by King Herod.  John was the last of the twelve disciples to die a martyr’s death.  In his old age he was exiled to the island of Patmos in the Aegean Sea where he had his vision which he wrote down as the book of Revelation.  There, according to tradition, he was executed for his testimony about Jesus.


Jesus instructed all of the disciples, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high offi​cials exercise authority over them. Not so with you.”  You are not to be lit​tle children fighting over toys.  “Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all.”  If anyone really wants to be Jesus’ right-hand or left-hand man, here is what they need to do.  They must become a servant to the others, the slave of all.


After all, look at what Jesus did during His life!  He did not pursue great​ness the way people seek greatness, although He easily could have.  People admire those entrepreneurs who have invented a new product or a new process at just the right time and made a killing, as they say, that is, accumulated a vast fortune.  People admire those who are paid phenomenal salaries they clearly do not earn.  Jesus could have had as much wealth as He wanted, up to and including the universe; after all, Scripture says, “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it.” Ps24v1.  Jesus could have had His own throne from which to rule not just Jerusalem and Palestine, but Rome and China and all the world.  He could have had vast armies to do His bidding.  He could have had anything He wanted.  Instead, He chose to serve us.


“The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.”  Jesus came from heaven to earth to serve us.  He would illustrate that vividly for the disciples in a few weeks when He would wash each of their feet, the job of the lowest slave.  He would continue for a short time yet to serve His disciples and other fol​lowers by patiently teaching them.  Finally, Jesus would serve them and us when He went to the cross for us.  He would actually lay down His precious life as the ran​som payment for us.  Which one of your family members would you be wil​ling to die for?  Jesus died for us, His brothers and sisters.


Jesus has called us to faith in Him.  We do believe that He died for us, and rose again.  He gained full forgiveness for all our sins.  Therefore, we already have our ticket into heaven.  He gives us just one goal in the life that remains to us: Serve others, as He has served us.  In that service we find our greatest delight here, and give praise to our Savior.  Amen.
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