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Today we celebrate Easter one week later.  After all, Jesus appeared to His disciples in the upper room the second time, with Thomas also present, one week after Easter Sunday.  Today King David teaches us that something else is necessary for a meaningful celebration of Easter.  We must have the facts of the matter, of course, namely, that our Lord Jesus was crucified and came to life again.  But the other thing necessary to celebrate Easter properly is repentance.


King David is the author of the Psalm 16 we read earlier, in which he recorded the words of Jesus in advance: “You will not abandon Me to the grave, nor will You let Your Holy One see decay.” Ps16v10.  King David was also called the “sweet psalmist of Israel,” “Israel’s singer of songs.” 2Sm23v1, KJV, NIV84.  Yet, there was a time when David forgot all of that, rejected the coming Savior, and insisted on being his own savior.  This story may well sound familiar to you, since it was the Old Testament reading in the middle of February.


One spring, instead of going out to lead the army to victory, David stayed in Jerusalem, his capital city, and let his general, Joab, lead the army.  David had little to do in his unaccustomed leisure, but the devil had plenty for him to do.  He accidentally saw his neighbor’s wife taking a bath; he lusted for her; he sent for her; he committed adultery with her; he sent her home.  It was a silly thing to do; he had more than one wife of his own al​rea​dy, wives he loved deeply.  Bathsheba was an object of lust only to him at the time.  Perhaps he regretted what he had done; anyway, it was over, and no one knew about it.


Bathsheba sent a message to David: “I am pregnant.” 2Sm11v5.  No, David’s dalliance wasn’t over; and soon everyone would know about it.  Bathsheba’s husband, Uriah the Hittite, was with the army.  His wife has become pregnant while he was away.  People will insist on knowing who the father of the illegitimate baby is.  The truth will come out that it is King David.  Let the cover-up begin.  Notice that Jesus has established what we are to do with sin: He went to the cross and died and rose again to gain for​giveness for our sins.  Sins are to be taken to Jesus for forgiveness.  David doesn’t do that; instead, he will take care of his own sin.  He is being very foolish.


David summoned Uriah back from the army, as if he wanted a report on what was happening there.  No, David wanted Uriah to go home, spend the night with his wife, and thus think that the baby she bore later was his own.  Uriah refused; David tried again; Uriah again refused.  David sent orders back with Uriah for Uriah to die in battle, which he did.  David took Bathsheba as another wife.  When the baby was born, it appeared to have been fathered by Uriah, but adopted by the king.  The king appeared to have acted correctly throughout, even magnanimously, adopting the child of a fallen soldier, providing for his widowed bride.  David could well think that he had succeeded in covering up his crime.  David remained in that state of impenitence until after the baby was born, so most of a year’s time.  Now, our text begins:



The Lord sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, “There were two men in a certain town, one rich and the other poor. 
The rich man had a very large number of sheep and cattle, 
but the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it grew up with him and his children. It shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was like a daughter to him.



“Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from taking one of his own sheep or cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb that belonged to the poor man and prepared it for the one who had come to him.”



David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as the Lord lives, the man who did this deserves to die! 
He must pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a thing and had no pity.”



Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. 
I gave your master’s house to you, and your master’s wives into your arms. I gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if all this had been too little, I would have given you even more. 
Why did you despise the word of the Lord by doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be your own. You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 
Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.’



“This is what the Lord says: ‘Out of your own household I am going to bring calamity upon you. Before your very eyes I will take your wives and give them to one who is close to you, and he will lie with your wives in broad daylight. 
You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad daylight before all Israel.’”



Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.”


Nathan replied, “The Lord has taken away your sin. You are not going to die.”


What a marvelous story Nathan told David!  Although the story is true to life, it did not necessarily actually happen, but David’s sin had actually happened.  Nathan led King David to pronounce the death penalty on himself for what he had done.  He sentenced to death a man who had stolen a sheep; surely he who had stolen a wife also deserved death!  The rich man is condemned not only for stealing the sheep, but also for what he did to the poor man, who was deprived of his sheep.  It wasn’t just that he took his favored pet and ate it, but the contempt he showed for the poor man by this action.


So David had treated Uriah.  It wasn’t just that he took Uriah’s wife and consumed her like the poor man’s sheep, but it was also the contempt he showed for Uriah, and also for Bathsheba.  These people, from David’s perspective, had no lives of their own, but were there only to serve David’s every whim.  He doesn’t treat them with respect as his equals, but uses them like things and then tosses them aside, like the rich man tossing aside the bones of the poor man’s pet sheep.


So the prophet Nathan led King David back to the method God has established for dealing with sin.  Sin is to be confessed and forgiven.  That is the only healthy thing to do with sin: it must be confessed and forgiven.  When we do anything else with sin, it festers and corrupts and becomes ingrained, like a cancer mass that grows and grows and is entwined around the organs of the body, nearly impossible to remove.  David tried to do that for a year, but the prophet Nathan cut that sin out of him with God’s Law and especially with God’s Gospel: “The Lord has taken away your sin. You are not going to die.”


However, there would be consequences, serious consequences, to David’s sin, brought on because David tried to cover up his sin instead of taking it to Jesus for forgiveness.  The rest of David’s life is a record of the consequences of his sin.  His own son, Amnon, did the same thing David had done, but he did it with his half-sister, Tamar.  Her full brother, Absa​lom, killed his half-brother in revenge, and later rebelled against his father, King David.  Later, another son, Adonijah, would try to rebel against his father.  David committed adultery with Bathsheba and murdered her hus​band, Uriah.  As a consequence, his own daughter was raped, and three of his sons were killed.


Easter establishes Jesus as the one and only Savior beyond a shadow of a doubt.  No one else has even come close to being the Savior.  Others have died; others have died for important causes; some have even died for other people.  But only Jesus has died for all people in the world.  Only Jesus is God, and so only Jesus’ death can count for every person in the world.  Only Jesus came to life again.  All other would-be saviors remain in their graves; only Jesus’ grave is empty, because He is fully alive again.  There were many, many eyewitnesses of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  His resurrection establishes that He finished the job of paying for our sins.  He is alive again, and promises that we will live again, even after we die and are buried.


Jesus did all of this to establish the forgiveness of sins.  We cannot possibly pay for our own sins, because “the wages of sin is death.”  But Jesus has died for us.  He gives us His death for our sins.  So we receive forgiveness from Him for what we have done.  That is the only proper way to deal with sin.  That is the only successful way to deal with sin.  David, however, tried the other way to deal with sin, the way we too are, unfor​tunately, also familiar with.  David tried to deny his sin; David tried to make up for his sin; David tried to cover up his sin; David, in spite of all his efforts, was still saddled with his sin.  David failed to remove his own sin.


If the man who wrote Psalm 16 could do this—if the man who testified so clearly about Jesus’ resurrection before it happened could do this—if the man who was beloved by God, chosen by God to be Israel’s king could do this—if David could do what he did, not just adultery and murder, but especially trying to cover up his sin and so rejecting Jesus—are we not also in need of this warning?  If we do not bring our sins, every one of them to Jesus for forgiveness, then we will join David in trying to deny our sins, or make up for them, or cover them up, and we too will fail miserably, bringing down on ourselves additional consequences for our sins.


Let us learn from the mess David made of things that the only cor​rect thing to do with sin is to bring it to Jesus.  After all, He went to the cross and died and rose again for the single purpose of taking care of our sins.  Let Him take care of our sins!  Let us confess our sins to Jesus, and receive His gift of forgiveness.  We can do that daily at home, and we certainly do that each week here. Amen.
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