Psalm 100
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Two people went for a walk on a Saturday morning.  Actually, I went by myself for the Polly Ann Walk last June, since Shirley wasn’t able to come.  But I met a man named John there, and we walked together from Imlay City to Lum, about the same distance as from Jerusalem to Emmaus.  So we had lots of time to talk, and enjoyed the walk.  Milnes provided transportation back to Imlay City.  Last Labor Day, as Shirley and I prepared to walk the Mackinaw bridge, there was John coincidentally standing in line just behind us.  I think there’s a strong possibility I’ll see him for the Polly Ann walk this year, June 14, heading from Imlay City toward Dryden.


On Easter Sunday afternoon, two men also went for a walk.  They were not especially concerned about exercise, or demonstrating that they could do it.  They were mystified by what had happened, and they thought that perhaps they could sort things out on the walk.  They were not among Jesus’ twelve disciples, but among the wider group that accompanied Jesus, probably among the seventy-two Jesus had sent out at one point to prepare the way for Him.  All had been going well, until suddenly Jesus was arres​ted and crucified.  They were still reeling from that news when they heard that His grave was empty, and some said they had seen Jesus alive.  So they went for a Sunday afternoon walk to try to figure out what this all meant.


Jesus joined them on their walk, “but they were kept from recog​nizing Him.” Lk24v16.  Jesus acted as if He hadn’t heard any of the things they were concerned about, and let them fill Him in on what had been happening.  After they had told Him all these things, Jesus then explained to them what all this meant, beginning with the words, “How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!” Lk24v25.  They had all the Old Testament prophecies about what Jesus would do.  On top of that, they had all the times Jesus Himself had told them exactly what was going to happen.  They would be going to Jerusalem, He had said, and there Jesus would be arrested and crucified.  On the third day, He would rise to life.


It was only after they arrived at the village of Emmaus that they were allowed to recognize that it was Jesus who had been walking and talking with them all those miles.  Jesus disappeared, and the two hurried back to Jerusalem to tell the disciples what had happened.  They had just finished when Jesus Himself appeared among them, His Easter evening appearance to the ten disciples and a few others, ten because Judas was dead and Thomas wasn’t with them on Easter Sunday evening.  Thomas would be there the following Sunday evening.


The words of God before us this evening speak about our need to praise God for two reasons.  We will certainly do this, unless, like these two walking to Emmaus, we forget what Jesus has done for us—unless like them we are too foolish and slow of heart to believe all that we have heard—unless like them all that we have learned from God’s Word goes in one ear and right out the other.  This evening we are especially focused on Jacob, who has studied Luther’s Small Catechism for two years now, along with the Bible.  What do you remember of all this?  What will you remem​ber of all this?  Will you remember to praise God for these two important reasons?  We hear the words of Psalm 100, a short psalm:


A psalm. For giving thanks.



Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. 
Worship the Lord with gladness; come before Him with joyful songs. 
Know that the Lord is God. It is He who made us, and we are His; we are His people, the sheep of His pasture.



Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise; give thanks to Him and praise His name. 
For the Lord is good and His love endures forever; His faithfulness continues through all ge​ne​ra​tions.


The psalmist tells us to praise God—to “shout for joy,” to “wor​ship the Lord,” to “come before Him with joyful songs,” to “enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise,” to “give thanks to Him and praise his name.”  Clearly, we are to praise Him, and for two reasons.


First, we are to praise Him because He is God who made us.  “Know that the Lord is God. It is He who made us, and we are His.”  This is a very obvious point, and a very necessary point, one we considered several times during class.  At the beginning of class last year, we looked at the record of God creating the world in six days at the beginning of Genesis.  Each time we looked at the Apostles’ Creed and considered the words, “I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,” we also talked about creation.  Clearly, God made us, and we belong to Him.


It is necessary to talk about this fact, and to talk about it repeatedly, because our world has become convinced that we just happened, like a sort of cosmic accident.  Many Americans do believe in evolution—which really points out the problems with our science education, and why America is falling behind in the world.  The basic laws of science establish that evolu​tion is impossible, and yet many believe in it.  Our own observation of the world around us furnishes not even one hint of evolution, and yet many believe in it.  In all of scientific literature, there is not one single proof for evolution, but that does not stop many from believing it when they had told about the big bang and Darwin’s guesses about the origin of species.


It is important for us to be reminded that God made us, so that we praise Him for the wonderful way in which He made us.  We also need to realize that since He made us, we do belong to Him.  Since He made us and the world in which we live, He definitely has the right to tell us how things are supposed to work in this world.  He surely has the right to make laws for us, and to find fault with us when we break those laws.  He certainly has the right to impose the death penalty on those who break His laws.


That leads directly to the second reason for us to praise God, namely, because He has given us a Savior.  That is what the words mean, “The Lord is good and His love endures forever; His faithfulness continues through all ge​ne​ra​tions.”  The Lord has loved us from the very beginning of time.  Even after Adam and Eve rebelled against Him, He did not stop loving us.  He immediately promised them a Savior.  Even when their descendants repeatedly rejected Him, He did not abandon His pro​mises, but remained faithful to them.  Even when so many people are foolish and have holes in their heads so that the Gospel goes in one ear and out the other, God remains faithful to His promises.


God chose to become our Savior Himself.  He sent His only Son, fully equal to God the Father, into our world, to be born as a Baby in Bethlehem, to grow up as a Boy in Nazareth, and finally to be crucified as a Man outside of Jerusalem.  This had to happen because we and all our fellow human beings have broken God’s laws, and therefore God has im​posed the death penalty on us for breaking His laws.  That death penalty was carried out on Jesus instead of on us.  He was crucified in our place.  Since He is God, His one death counts for everyone in the world.


But something very important would be lacking if He had only been crucified.  We would honor Him, of course, like our soldiers who have fallen in battle for our country, and would surely remember Him once a year, or probably much less.  But we would also wonder if His death had really accomplished anything.  When we remember our fallen soldiers, we give special attention to those still serving in the military, because the war to end all wars has not yet been won.  Did Jesus accomplish what He set out to do, or did He only try and fail?


What a difference it makes to know that He is alive again!  His grave was empty three days after He died.  He only stayed dead long enough to make it clear that He was really dead.  Then He came to life again, to assure His followers that He really had died for them and paid the penalty for them.  He needed to explain things to His followers then who were “foolish and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken.”  He had them write down all they understood about Jesus so that we too could learn, since we too are somewhat foolish and slow of heart to believe all that the pro​phets have spoken.


Here are two good reasons to praise our God: He has made us, and He has given us a Savior.  We need only yet to talk about how we praise Him.


It is important that we speak words of praise for Him.  We have those words incorporated into our worship service.  For example, I will soon say, “Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise Your holy name.”  But words are not enough.  We must also praise Him with our lives.  If we do not praise Him with our lives, then we have only given Him lip service, and no one is satisfied with only empty words of praise.


We praise Him with our lives when we remember our Creator every day, and when we take good care of the world He has made for us.  We praise Him with our lives when we respect the laws He has given us, and try hard to keep them.  We praise Him with our lives when we freely confess to Him our many failings and outright sins.  We praise Him with our lives when we give our ears to listen to His words of forgiveness, and our hands to serve Him in whatever way we can.  We praise him with our lives when we practice toward those around us the same forgiveness He has given to us.


We know that He has made us.  We know that He has saved us.  May we not forget that, but treasure it. Amen.
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