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“Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 
For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.



“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 
How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 
You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.


They say that people who live in glass houses should not throw stones, because the windows broken by those stones will most likely be the windows in your own glass house, and that would not be good for you.  Similarly, Jesus says: “Do not judge, or you too will be judged.”


They say that the pot should not call the kettle black, because, back in the days when cooking was done over an open fire, soot would often col​lect on the bottom of cooking utensils.  Thus, the pot would be just as black as the kettle on the bottom from the soot of the fire.  Similarly, Jesus says: “Do not judge, or you too will be judged.”


One particular example of this comes to mind, one that many have an easy time relating to, and that is hoarding.  Everyone hoards, to a certain degree.  The longer you live in a place, the more you tend to collect, because you just might need it some day.  You would not believe the nuts and bolts and screws and washers I have managed to collect over the years!  Most of that is harmless, until it gets out of control and becomes full-fledged hoarding.


Even hoarders know that they need to reduce the amount of stuff they have, and every once in a while, you might just see the results of that, as this or that person hawls huge piles of junk out to the road for garbage pick-up.  Last week, it was someone’s treasures, but this week it’s junk—unless someone happens to see something interesting, and stops to toss it in the back of their pick-up.  But Jesus said: “Do not judge, or you too will be judged.”


It is truly difficult to sort through your own junk to find the things that really ought to be thrown away.  First, it is very time-consuming, be​cause you will find so many treasures with so many memories connected to them.  Second, you once thought that particular item should be saved; how can you now change your mind and decide that it should be thrown away?  It would be so much easier to sort through someone else’s junk than to sort through your own!


There’s an idea there, and perhaps even a business proposition.  It might be called third-party cleaning, since a “third party” is someone not directly involved with the situation.  Let’s say you decide that you have accumulated enough stuff that it really should be reduced in size.  If you do it yourself, it will be extremely difficult.  If you let someone, perhaps a family member, who’s bothered by all you’ve accumulated, do it, that will involve other problems.  How much simpler to get a third party to do it, someone who is not attached to any of the things, and will simply follow instructions?


The business proposition would involve matching those who need things sorted through with those willing to sort through someone else’s stuff.  It could even be a mutual agreement: I’ll sort through your stuff and throw much of it away, if you’ll sort through my stuff and throw much of it away.  We would probably both be dissatisfied, and that may not be all that good an idea, but it is a possible application of what Jesus says, “Do not judge, or you too will be judged.”


One way our sinful human nature uses to cover up its own sins is to deflect attention onto someone else.  Don’t look at my cluttered house; look at his or hers!  Don’t look at my bad driving; look at his or hers!  Jesus would point out that often the very accusation can be a confession of guilt.  If I am accusing someone of something, perhaps it is because I myself am guilty of the same thing.  “Do not judge, or you too will be judged.”


Consider the illustration Jesus uses.  “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.”


Even one speck of sawdust can be blinding.  It can cause your eye to clamp tightly shut, something like closing the barn doors after the horse has escaped, fiercely trying to make sure no other specks of sawdust get into the eye.  Tears readily form, in order to float the speck of sawdust out of the eye.  That one speck of sawdust becomes the priority of the entire body, and nothing else can be done until it has been removed.  In such a situation, someone might actually say to you, “Let me take the speck out of your eye,” but how could they possibly do that?  If I have a speck of sawdust in my eye, I certainly don’t want anyone coming anywhere near it, lest they get more sawdust in my eye, lest they hurt my eyeball in the process of trying to help.


And if it’s hard to see with a speck of sawdust in your eye, how much harder is it to see with a plank in your eye!  Jesus’ point is made by way of extreme exaggeration; it is, of course, impossible to see anything with a plank in your eye, let alone to see well enough for eye surgery.  It often happens that those who are attempting to judge others have a much bigger problem themselves.  A couple of examples of that from our Scripture readings:


Jeremiah’s sad task from the Lord was to announce God’s judgment on the southern nation of Judah.  The northern ten tribes had already gone into captivity to the Assyrians, and had disappeared from the pages of real history.  Now, Jeremiah is to tell the remaining people that their days are numbered, and that the Lord is sending the Babylonians to destroy them, and to take the remnant into captivity.


After that message was delivered, Pashhur had something to say about it, and he said it in action.  He had Jeremiah arrested, beaten, and put into the stocks, where he could spend a very uncomfortable night.  The next morning when he released Jeremiah, Jeremiah had a special message from the Lord for Pashhur.  Because Pashhur had judged Jeremiah to be a liar and a false prophet, worthy of punishment, Jeremiah brought Pashhur the Lord’s judgment on him.  “You, Pashhur, and all who live in your house will go into exile to Babylon. There you will die and be buried, you and all your friends to whom you have prophesied lies.” Jr20v6.

The situation the apostle Paul was in was somewhat similar.  At the end of his third missionary journey, Paul had returned to Jerusalem, trans​porting there an offering gathered among the Greek churches to support the famine victims in Jerusalem.  When Paul went to the temple to worship, he was arrested on false charges.  Eventually, he was brought before the Jewish Sanhedrin for trial.  Paul was a Roman prisoner, but he was obviously being accused for religious reasons, so the Roman authorities reasoned that per​haps the Sanhedrin could shed light on this matter.


Paul didn’t see things that way at all.  To be put on trial with his accusers serving also as his judges was not a good recipe for justice being served.  Their efforts to judge Paul only brought judgment on them.  Paul certainly was not out to win friends and influence people at this trial before his accusers and enemies!  After he was struck, he lashed out, “God will strike you, you whitewashed wall! You sit there to judge me according to the law, yet you yourself violate the law by comman​ding that I be struck!” Ac23v3.  The Sanhedrin was composed of Pharisees and Sadducees who deny the resurrection, and Paul sought to play one group off against the other when he said, “I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee. I stand on trial because of my hope in the resurrection of the dead.” Ac23v6.

“Do not judge,” Jesus says, “or you too will be judged.”  Jesus is speaking to all human beings in the world, telling them to be very careful about their judgment of other human beings.  If indeed they do judge other human beings, then they too will be judged by other human beings.  That is only human nature!  We will judge back when someone judges us.


But there is someone much more important who will be doing some judgment on those who judge others.  God will judge us.  The day of judgment is coming, the ultimate day of judgment, the Last Day.  Then all humanity will stand before God’s throne for judgment.  It will not go well, Jesus says, for those who have spent their lives judging and condemning others.


About that day, Jesus once said: “I tell you that people will have to give account on the day of judg​ment for every careless word they have spoken.”  “Every careless word” refers to the times we have just tossed off comments without really thinking about them very much, without even remembering afterwards that we said them.  Consider that we will be called to account before God for throw-away words, for words we can no longer remember.  What account can we possibly give before God for these things?  Can we say that we didn’t mean it?  That’s what “careless” means!  Can we say we’re sorry?  It’s too late for that.  Can we say that we’ll never do it again?  That is meaningless on the Last Day!  What account can we give?


There is only one account we can give before the Judge of all, and that is Jesus.  Jesus died for my sins.  Jesus died for every careless word I have ever spoken.  Jesus died for every thoughtless judgment I have ever tossed out.  Jesus died for every time I have judged others for what I myself can and should be condemned for.  Jesus died for every time I tried to remove a speck of sawdust from someone else’s eye while having a plank in my own eye.  Jesus died for all my sins.


And therefore, all my sins have been forgiven, and I can pass through the judgment of God free of crime and enter heaven.  That is the judgment we can and should share with all.  Jesus died for my sins and for your sins.  Jesus gives me forgiveness, and He gives you forgiveness.  Instead of judging others, we can much better forgive others, and share God’s forgiveness with them. Amen.
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