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Thirty-six years ago, a religious charlatan was in the news.  He had started his own church, the People’s Temple, in Indiana, and then moved to California, and attracted large crowds.  Eventually, he moved his church farther away, to Guyana in South America, and around a thousand of his followers followed him there.


Why would they follow this man who was a religious charlatan?  Because he performed amazing miracles before their eyes!  For example, in the midst of his preaching once, he asked if there was anyone present who was sick.  A man was led forward who said he had cancer; his doctor had told him that it was inoperable, and that he had only three months to live.  This religious charlatan laid his hands on him and prayed over him and commanded the cancer to leave the man’s body.  The man began coughing, and coughing, and coughing, and finally ran to the bathroom coughing violently.  He soon came back, carrying in his hands the cancer he had just coughed up.  He was then and there declared completely free from his cancer.


Obviously, someone who can cure cancer needs to be paid attention to, and this religious charlatan was.  It was only after nearly a thousand of his followers in Guyana drank his kool-aid laced with cyanide and joined him in mass suicide that the facts started to come out.  The man who had cancer never had cancer, but was a plant, a man employed by this religious charlatan, Jim Jones, to put on a show.  The coughing was all an act, and what was carried back from the bathroom had been in the bathroom waiting for the man to bring it back, a pig’s liver, which was supposed to represent the freshly-coughed up cancer.  His miracle was later shown to be com​pletely fake.


This is what the Pharisees expected to find out when they inves​tigated Jesus’ amazing miracle of healing the man born blind.  We looked at this miracle of Jesus last week; now we look at little more at their inves​tigation.  They want to disprove Jesus’ miracle, and so there are several things they would like to demonstrate.  First, they would like to demonstrate that the man had not been blind in the first place.  Second, they wanted to make sure that the man really could now see.  Third, they wanted to dis​cover if there had been some other way for the man to move from blindness to sight.


First, the man’s friends are amazed that he can now see.  They at first think that he can’t be the same man, but he assures them he is.  He had been born blind, and now he can see.  How did this happen?  He told them what little he knew about Jesus.


The Pharisees began their investigation by examining the man born blind, and he gave his simple testimony: “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and now I see.” Jn9v15.  That was too clear for them to counter, so they called in the man’s parents to examine them.  His parents gave a hesi​tant answer, because they were afraid of punishment; they knew that it had already been decided that anyone who said anything good about Jesus would be excommunicated.  So they simply said: “We know he is our son, and we know he was born blind. But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself.” Jn9v20,21.  We don’t want to get in trouble, and you don’t need our testimony, since he can speak for himself.


Then the Pharisees decide to cross-examine the man born blind, which is our text for today.  Here is the cross-examination which the evan​gelist John recorded:



A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to God,” they said. “We know this Man is a sinner.”



He replied, “Whether He is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!”



Then they asked him, “What did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?”



He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become His disciples, too?”



Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fel​low’s disciple! We are disciples of Moses! 
We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where He comes from.”



The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where He comes from, yet He opened my eyes. 
We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly man who does his will. 
Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 
If this Man were not from God, He could do nothing.”



To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they threw him out.


They begin by hurling accusations against Jesus, who is not physi​cally present for the cross-examination, on whom the formerly blind man is not an expert, and yet he puts them in their place anyway with his simple testimony, “Whether He is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!”  They try to extract further details from him, and he flips this back at them: “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become His disciples, too?”  They were not at all happy with his reply, that’s for sure!  They hurled further insults at him and at Jesus, to which the formerly blind man replied: “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where He comes from, yet He opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly man who does his will. Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. If this Man were not from God, He could do nothing.”  John’s account continues:



Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when He found him, He said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”



“Who is He, Sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in Him.”



Jesus said, “You have now seen Him; in fact, He is the One speaking with you.”



Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped Him.



Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind.”



Some Pharisees who were with him heard Him say this and asked, “What? Are we blind too?”



Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.”


Jesus met with the man He had healed a second time, and pointed him in the right direction.  He realized that even more important than opening his physical eyes was opening his spiritual eyes so that he could see his Savior.  He did see his Savior, Jesus, and confessed his faith in Him.  This was the purpose for Jesus’ amazing miracle of healing this man born blind.  He had been born blind not only so that Jesus could heal him, but also and especially so that he would come to faith in Jesus, the Savior.


But what about us?  Why weren’t we also born blind?  Or were we born blind?  Jesus answers: “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind.”  To understand those words, we need to recognize that there are two kinds of blindness and two kinds of seeing.  Jesus means to say: “I have come into this world, so that those who are physically and/or spiritually blind will see at least spiritually, and so that those who can only see physically will become spiritually blind, or will become aware that they are spiritually blind.”


We understand physical blindness and physical sight, but we do not always remember that there is also spiritual blindness and spiritual sight.  In religious matters, spiritual sight sees Jesus, the Savior, and so sees every​thing there is to know about religion.  Jesus died for my sins and gives me forgiveness for my sins.  He has prepared a place for me in heaven, and I will be there forever because of Him and with Him.  Spiritual blindness, on the other hand, sees anything but Jesus.  Spiritual blindness likes especially to see what good people we have been, and to tell others what good people we have been.  Spiritual blindness likes to explain that even in the worst of situations, our intentions had been absolutely the best.  Spiritual blindness loves to hear itself talk about its own inherent goodness and rightness.


The Pharisees overhear this, and think that Jesus is talking about them, so they ask for further information.  Jesus replies: “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.”  Being physically blind involves no sin, and spiritual blind​ness can only be cured when God opens our eyes.  But these Pharisees claimed that they were religious leaders, that they could see, that they knew the truth.  Therefore, Jesus says, since they think they can see, they really are worse than blind, and they will have to continue carrying their own guilt.  It’s sort of like sleepwalking at night.  Your eyes are closed, but you think you know where you are and you think you are seeing where you are; but your eyes are closed, so you have no protection against tripping over any​thing in your way.  So they think they can see, but their eyes are really closed, and they will only fall into the ditch.


Top people at Jesus’ times were on the scene shortly after the mira​cle to investigate it, and all they succeeded in proving was that Jesus really had done an amazing miracle.  He was no religious charlatan, but true God, our Savior.  Be assured that Jesus, who performed a real miracle at this time, is still the all-powerful God, our Savior, fully in control of everything in our world, and of everything in our lives.  We really can put everything into His hands and be 100% confident that He will watch out for us now and forever. Amen.
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