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“No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. 
Each tree is recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from thornbushes, or grapes from briers. 
The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.



“Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? 
I will show you what he is like who comes to Me and hears my words and puts them into practice. 
He is like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well built. 
But the one who hears my words and does not put them into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete.”


On the Sunday of Last Judgment, we step into the courtroom, a place we have become familiar with from television.  The news regularly takes us into the courtroom for an update on one of the latest long-term courtroom battles.  This man hired a hitman to kill his wife.  This man accidentally or on purpose killed his long-time girlfriend.  This man was arrested and brought in for arraignment, accused of having committed a crime.  How defiant is he, or how repentant?  How guilty or innocent does he look?


In most of these cases, if not all of them, we take the place in the courtroom of the spectators.  The whole courtroom scene is a spectacle for us to gawk at.  There is the judge up high.  There is the prosecuting attorney and his team.  There is the defense attorney and his team.  There is the court reporter and the bailiff.  And we are the spectators, watching to see what will happen at this trial.


This same setting has been fictionalized many times, so that we can watch as justice is served.  Again, there is the judge, there is the prosecuting attorney and the defense attorney.  Usually, the fictionalized account focuses on one of those two lawyers, either the one accusing of crime, or the one defending of crime, although in some cases we are led to focus on the judge.  Mostly, however, we are still the spectators, watching to see what will hap​pen, learning that there is entertainment value in this courtroom scene.


When we come to the Sunday of Last Judgment, however, the scene has shifted very dramatically.  There is still the judge, vividly described for us in our reading from Daniel:

As I looked, thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took His seat. His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of his head was white like wool. His throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were all ablaze. A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before Him. Thousands upon thousands attended Him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him. The court was seated, and the books were opened. Dn7v9,10.
In this case, the prosecuting attorney is Satan, the accusor, the adversary, the persecutor of people.  He brings out all kinds of crimes which have been committed by the accused.  He demands justice, which in his books is always the death penalty.  There is no mercy with him at all.


The one main difference between the courtrooms we see on tele​vision and the courtroom we see on the Sunday of Last Judgment is where we are sitting.  When we see the courtroom on television, we are always among the spectators, waiting to see what will happen to the accused.  In the courtroom on the Sunday of Last Judgment, we are the accused, waiting to hear what our final sentence will be.  Yes, we are the accused.


Satan knows no mercy as he accuses us day and night of every crime we have ever committed.  He marches up and down before the court, reci​ting ad nauseum the disgusting things we have done.  There is no lack of proof, no chance any more to declare our innocence, no excuses we can bring, no alibis that have any value, no plea bargains whatsoever.  The prosecuting attorney makes it clear that we are totally guilty and fully deserve the full weight of the law to come down on us, which is eternal death.


The judge takes no pity on us, but opens the books and finds the record of what we have done completely clear.  In Jesus’ parable which we heard as our Gospel reading, the Judge simply decrees the verdict on the accused.  “All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate the people from one another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  He will put the sheep on His right and the goats on His left.” Mt25v32,33.

The whole scene shifts, however, when the defense attorney steps forward.  You have never seen anyone else like Him.  He does not deny our guilt; our guilt is totally clear.  He does not need to cross examine any wit​nesses.  No, this defense attorney simply steps forward to the bench, admits the guilt of the accused, and then substitutes Himself for the accused.  All the punishment imposed on the accused is taken instead by the defense attorney.  Since the penalty imposed on us, the accused, has been the death penalty, the defense attorney takes the death penalty on Himself.  The defense attorney is then led away to death, while we, the accused, are set free.  We tag along to watch as the defense attorney is crucified for us.


This is the Sunday of Last Judgment.  This is what will happen on the Last Day.  We and all people will stand before the Judge, who is God and cannot be deceived.  We and all people will be accused by Satan.  We will be found guilty—how can we not be found guilty?  Some will pay for their own crimes.  Some will embrace the defense attorney, who has already paid for our crimes.  Actually, the defense attorney has already paid for all crimes of all people, but many refuse to accept His payment; instead, they foolishly insist on paying the penalty of eternal death themselves.  As Jesus says in His parable, “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” Mt25v46.

In the words before us this morning, Jesus brings out two things about this Sunday of Last Judgment which are true now, before the Last Judgment comes.  First, those who let Him pay for their sins are the ones who have a firm foundation for their life, while the others have a foundation of shifting sand.  Second, those who let Him pay for their sins produce the fruit of good works done out of love for Him.


The words are from Luke’s Gospel, from what is called the Sermon on the Plain.  The Sermon on the Plain is very similar to the Sermon on the Mount.  Some even suggest that on the mountainside where Jesus preached the Sermon on the Mount, there was a level space, which could be called a plain, so that the Sermon on the Plain and the Sermon on the Mount were one and the same sermon.  It is also possible that Jesus said similar things on two separate occasions.  Either way, Jesus both times concluded His sermon with these words:

I will show you what he is like who comes to Me and hears my words and puts them into practice. He is like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well built. But the one who hears my words and does not put them into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete.
This is an important matter of house construction, something that we must give atten​tion to.  There is no doubt that the storms of winter are coming back again this year—hopefully not as severely as last year, but because of last year still more severely than we wish.  Are our houses ready for those storms?  Will they stand the pounding?  Will they leak?  Will they fall?


When the storms of life pound against our spiritual houses, we ask the same questions?  Will my house stand?  Will it fall?  Will it leak?  What kind of foundation do I have for my house?  Jesus makes it clear that only a rock foundation will do.  Jesus is that rock.  Jesus told Peter, “On this rock I will build My Church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.” Mt16v18.  The apostle Paul wrote, “They drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ.” 1Cor10v4.  Those who have based their lives on Christ and built their lives on Him will weather the storms of life.


However, those who have a solid sand foundation for their houses will fall.  If their house is not built on Christ but rather on themselves, then their house will fall.  Very often, their house has a new coat of paint and looks wonderful; but when its foundation is put to the test, it will fall.  Very often, it is a large and impressive house; but if the foundation is not Christ, it will fall.  Only Jesus is the Savior.  Without Jesus, we must face the prosecuting attorney alone, and we will be convicted and led away to eternal punishment.


Jesus tells us a second thing this morning.  Those who have a solid rock foundation for their faith will also produce the appropriate fruit.  This is an example of a mixed metaphor, that is, talking about a solid rock foundation producing fruit.  Jesus actually told two separate parables side by side.  He said:

No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. Each tree is recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from thornbushes, or grapes from briers. The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.
If in our heart Jesus reigns as our Savior, if we look to Him for forgiveness and for the certainty of eternal life, then we will show that in our lives.  We will be like a good fruit tree which produces the appropriate fruit, that is, works done out of love for our Savior.  If, however, our heart is not right, if we do not cling to Jesus but instead rely on ourselves, then our heart will produce the bad fruit of selfishness, greed, pride, and self-righteousness.


The date has already been set for our courtroom appearance.  It will be your turn and my turn to stand before the Judge.  The prosecuting attor​ney has no end of evidence to bring against us.  Only the defense attorney, our Lord Jesus, will make a difference in our case.  Let us live for Him now each day. Amen.
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