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I am not ashamed of the Gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 
For in the Gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is from faith for faith, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.”



The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of people who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 
since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 
For since the crea​tion of the world God’s invisible qualities—His eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.


If, after today’s Scripture readings, you do not know that there was a worldwide flood in the past, then you are “without excuse.”  Moses writes a factual account of what happened; the apostle Peter refers back to the flood as real history; and in words similar to today’s Gospel reading, Jesus said: “As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away.” Mt24v37-39.  Jesus also treats the flood as real his​tory.  Based on what Scripture says, people have no excuse for not knowing that.


We visited the Creation Museum in Kentucky last August, and the flood is a part of their display.  They have scale models of the ark, revealing different features about it, along with a full-size section you can walk through.  But the big news was the full-scale ark they are planning to build.  When we were there a few months ago, there was a brochure advertising the coming ark.  The news was that this next summer, they will have a bus set up to take people from the Creation Museum to see the ark under construc​tion.  The following year, 2016, they hope to have the full-scale ark built and open for tours.  Soon, even more people should have even less excuse for not knowing that there was a worldwide flood.


In this particular section, the Lord’s apostle Paul says the same thing about three other facts.  First, people are “without excuse” if they do not know that Christmas is coming.  Second, they are “without excuse” if they do not know that judgment from God is coming.  Third, and by far most impor​tant, people are “without excuse” if they do not know the teachings of God’s Word, namely, Law and Gospel.


This year, there have actually been spats among people about how early the news could go out that Christmas is coming.  It was ruled as definitely unpopular to talk about Christmas coming before Halloween had finished.  October was for Halloween, November is for Thanksgiving, and only December is for Christmas.  So there!  Well, we are still on the last day of November, and we’re talking about Christmas coming.  We are also on the first Sunday of a new church year, the First Sunday in Advent, and Advent is a time to prepare for Christmas.


People do so very many things to prepare for Christmas that they often get to Christmas unprepared, because they have made all the wrong preparations.  They have the decorations up and the Christmas cards sent out.  They have the Christmas presents bought and wrapped.  But the whole point of Christmas is not giving presents to others, but getting a present from God.  God has wrapped up His Son in swaddling clothes for us, the very present we need.  The answer to our sin is the Savior.  If people don’t know that, they are “without excuse.”


Because of that, they are “without excuse” if they do not know that judgment is coming from God.  Jesus’ point about the flood is that it is very similar to the Last Day.  Noah had warned the people about the coming flood for 120 years, and most had not listened.  Finally, the last day came, and Noah and his family and all the animals were on the ark.  God closed the door of the ark, and it began to rain.  Some have suggested that there wasn’t rain before the flood, but that the earth was watered from a morning fog instead.  Many may have claimed that the sky was falling, but it was too late, for “the flood came and took them all away.”


So there will most certainly be a final day of judgment coming.  God has said so, repeatedly.  Everyone knows so in their own conscience.  There must be an accounting, a time to tally up the balances, and see where we will go from here.  Most think that they’ll be able to talk their way out of a lot of problems, plea bargain perhaps, and that they’ll get off easy with a slap on the wrist.  They are “without excuse” for not knowing what will really happen then.


The Lord Jesus will return.  As we remember that previous time that Jesus entered our world visibly, that is, when He was born in Bethlehem, grew up in Nazareth, and was crucified just outside of Jerusalem, we also remember His promises to return a second time, visibly, so that every eye will see Him, to bring our world of sin to an end.  It is natural to pair up Christmas, Jesus’ first coming, with the Last Day, His second coming.  We are “without excuse” not to be ready for this to happen soon.


With that background, I think we’re ready to turn to the words of the Lord before us this morning, a very significant section from the beginning of the apostle Paul’s letter to the Romans.  It was at the end of his third missionary journey that Paul wrote these words.  He had already preached the Gospel on the island of Cyprus, in various regions of Asia Minor, and throughout Greece, both in the north in Macedonia, and now most recently in Corinth.  Writing from Corinth, Paul turns his eyes to the west, and writes a letter to the believers already in Rome, where he plans to go next.  He wants to prepare them for his coming, and also to prepare them to send him even further west to Spain.


First, however, Paul needs to make a quick trip back to Jerusalem.  There is a famine going on there, and the various Greek churches have con​tributed an offering to help their fellow believers back in Jerusalem.  Paul must accompany that offering and make sure it gets there.  Then he plans to head to Rome.  The Lord, however, had different plans.  Paul was arrested in Jerusalem on trumped up charges, and kept in prison in Palestine for two years.  Then he was taken to Rome as a prisoner, experiencing shipwreck on the way.  Finally, he got to Rome as a prisoner, where he spent at least two years in prison.  Probably only then was he released and able to preach the Gospel also in Spain.


Paul writes about these travel plans in Romans, but in the section before us he is stating the theme he wants to write about to the Romans, namely, “the righteousness of God.”  He states his theme in the first verses in these words:

I am not ashamed of the Gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. For in the Gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is from faith for faith, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.”
Then, he plunges right into part one as he writes about the wrath of God which “is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of people who suppress the truth by their wickedness.”  People know that the day of judgment is coming.  As they see such “god​less​ness and wickedness” in the world and even in themselves, they know that judgment from God must be coming.


The “wrath of God” is clearly the wrath or anger God has at human sin.  Since God is all-powerful and all-knowing, the human sin will be punished; there is no escaping that; they are “without excuse” for not knowing that.  “What may be known about God is plain to them, be​cause God has made it plain to them. For since the crea​tion of the world God’s invisible qualities—His eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.”  This says that we can look at the world God created and we can learn things about Him.  People are “without excuse” if they do not know those things.


Of course, today they make the excuse that they believe in evolution, and at least then they are using the right words.  Evolution is something which needs to be believed in, since there is no evidence for it and so very much evidence against it.  Evolution has nothing to do with science, but everything to do with human authority and the denial of God.  Creation, however, does tell us about the real Creator, who is “eternal,” who is “powerful,” and especially who is “divine,” that is, God.  People really are “without excuse” for not knowing these things, although many actually do not know them.


Paul’s theme in his letter to the Romans is “the righteousness of God.”  Based on what Paul writes about “the wrath of God” which pu​nishes sin, people might think that “the righteousness of God” also means that He punishes sin.  It does, but not in the way many think.  Paul divides his theme into two main points.  The righteousness of God is being re​vealed; that means, first, the wrath of God against our sin, and then second, the grace of God giving us forgiveness for our sin.  This is how Paul states his second point at the end of the third chapter:

But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righ​teous​ness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by His grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented Him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in His blood. Ro3v21-25.
When Paul talks about the judgment to come, he is talking about what our sins deserve.  But then Paul talks about Jesus, who took on Himself what our sins deserve, and who therefore gives us forgiveness for our sins.


This is what Christmas is all about.  This is what the Bible is all about.  This is the message of the Bible in a nutshell.  Our sins deserve punishment from God, but God sent us a Savior who took the punishment for us.  That’s why they crucified Him.  His death paid in full for all our sins.  He wants us to know and be comforted with the forgiveness of sins.  He wants us to know and anticipate the home He has prepared for us.


Truly, people are “without excuse” if they do not know these things. Amen.
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