2 Timothy 3:10-17
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You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance, 
persecutions, suf​ferings—what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. 
In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 
while evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 
and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, cor​recting and training in righteousness, 
so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.


I don’t know if you realize it or not, but we have just been reading someone else’s mail.  I was reading it, you were listening, but the point is that this is a letter from one individual, the apostle Paul, to one man, Timothy, and there are many personal references in this section, things that Timothy immediately understood, but things that must be explained to us.  It has been recognized from the time of the early Christian Church that this letter was written by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and that it was profitable for all Christians to read, not just the man to whom it was originally sent.  In fact, we would not today have this letter if Timothy had not himself realized this and shared this letter with others.


Paul writes to Timothy: “You, however, know all about my tea​ching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance, per​secutions, suf​ferings—what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured.”  Timothy had known the apostle Paul for a long time already, but the one word in this section that had to leap out and grab Timothy was the name of his hometown where he grew up, Lystra.  It was on Paul’s first missionary journey that he and Bar​nabas came to Lystra, after preaching the Gospel in Antioch in Pisidia and Iconium, cities in southern Asia Minor, the region known as Galatia.  It was a rather eventful visit to Timothy’s hometown of Lystra.


Paul and Barnabas came to Lystra and immediately began to preach about Jesus.  But their attention was drawn to one man listening to them, a man crippled in his feet who had never walked.  Paul healed him in the name of Jesus.  The crowd was impressed, super-impressed, over-the-top impressed!  They got carried away and prepared sacrifices to these two men whom they assumed were gods come down to earth in human form.  There was some language difficulty, so Paul and Barnabas did not immediately realize what was going on.  Luke writes in Acts that “they had difficulty keeping the crowd from sacrificing to them.” Ac14v18.

Then things changed to the opposite.  Troublemakers took over, and instead of worshiping Paul and Barnabas, the crowd attacked them.  “They stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city, thinking he was dead.” Ac14v19.  Most likely, Paul took a stone to the head which knocked him out.  After a while, Paul came to, and a few friends protected him until he could go on his way to the next town.


Timothy grew up in Lystra.  His father was a Greek unbeliever, but his mother Eunice and his grandmother Lois were Jewish believers, who taught young Timothy about the coming Savior.  Timothy certainly knew about Paul’s first visit to his hometown of Lystra.  Most likely, Timothy was there to witness what happened.  On his second missionary journey, the apostle Paul stopped in Lystra again, and picked up Timothy to accompany him, to help him, and especially to be trained by him.  This would seem to mean that Paul became acquainted with Timothy on his first visit there, was impressed by Timothy’s interest in Paul’s message about Jesus, and was further impressed by Timothy’s native abilities.  Somewhere along the line, Paul realized that Timothy could be trained as a pastor, and Timothy and his mother and grandmother agreed.


Young Timothy accompanied Paul on much of his second and third missionary journeys and was trained by Paul; he is specifically mentioned more than once.  There was a four-year period when Paul was confined to prison of some form or another; this time may have served as Timothy’s formal seminary education.  Paul could do little else, so he trained Timothy, and probably others.  Timothy is specifically mentioned as being with Paul during his Roman imprisonment.  When his education was finished, Timo​thy was sent by Paul to be the chief pastor over the churches in and around Ephesus.  Timothy was there when this letter from Paul arrived.  Paul was again in prison in Rome, but this time expecting death.  One reason for Paul’s letter is to comfort Timothy.  The first time Timothy met Paul, he thought Paul had died.  Now, many years later, Paul is preparing to be executed for his faith and testimony about Jesus.  So Paul writes, “You know what happened to me in Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them.”


Paul mentions in his letter, “Do your best to come to me quickly.” 2Tm4v9.  Whether or not Timothy was able to get from Ephesus to Rome before Paul was executed, we do not know.  His beloved teacher, the apostle Paul, was executed.  But not until after he had written words of encou​ragement to Timothy.  Where was Timothy to turn for strength in the difficult days after Paul’s execution, which Timothy may have been able to witness?  To Scripture.


“But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”  You learned Scripture from your mother and grandmother.  You sat on their knees as they told you the Old Testament Scriptures, with an emphasis on the promised Savior.  They told you about the seed of Abraham, which is Jesus.  They told you about the shoot from the stump of Jesse, which is Jesus.  They told you about Bethlehem were He would be born, about the virgin who would be His mother, about the cross where He would die.  Paul later came and told them that Jesus had indeed come and fulfilled all those Old Testament prophecies about Him.


Timothy could know all of this and find comfort in it because these words of Scripture are completely true, God’s words.  “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, cor​recting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”  God breathed into the human writers, like the apostle Paul, the thoughts and words He wanted written down, with the result that the words of the Bible are the words of God.  They are com​pletely true, and what they tell us about the birth of Jesus is also completely true.


If you can say with Timothy that you were taught Scripture from infancy on, then please thank God for that, and do all you can so that the next generations can say the same thing.  If you cannot say with Timothy that you were taught Scripture from infancy on, then thank God that you became a Christian in spite of that, and do all you can so that the next generations can say that they were taught Scripture from infancy on.  Not teaching children about Jesus is the same as giving the devil a tremendous headstart in leading children away from Jesus.


Many have not been taught from infancy, or even taught at all.  Biblical ignorance is very widespread these days.  Witness the recent reports that Jesus was married.  It is simply amazing that news reporters have the audacity to announce such a thing, as if they were unaware that they made exactly the same announcement a couple years ago, as if they were totally unaware that their previous announcements had been demon​strated to be bogus and false.  Such reports are not new, but ancient, and have always been recognized as fantasy by all but the lunatic fringe, like Dan Brown.  They are in the same category as the phone call telling you you need to call your credit card company with your personal information.  They are in the same category as the phone call telling you that you owe the IRS large amounts of money, and you need to pay immediately before they put the collection agency on you.


We will certainly face difficulties again this year as we focus on Jesus as the reason for the season, and proclaim that Christmas is all about Jesus, the Savior, born to die in payment for our sins.  As Paul writes to Timothy, “In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.”


There is only one place for us to turn for help, and that is the Holy Scriptures.  They do tell us about Jesus from beginning to end.  They do include the Christmas story, which is found in Luke chapter two, and is completely true.  They do also include the Passion History, which is the whole purpose of the Christmas story.  We will review some of the Old Testament prophecies about Jesus at our midweek Advent service this Wednesday.


The apostle Paul wrote thirteen letters which are included in our Bibles.  Some were obviously intended for individual congregations; others were intended for many congregations.  Some were obviously intended for individuals, such as Timothy, Titus, and especially Philemon.  All thirteen letters are included in our Bibles, and can be read by you and me.  In fact, they should be read by you and me, because they are also intended for us.  As Paul wrote in his letter to the Romans, “Everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” Ro15v4.  He was speaking especially about the Old Testament, but his words apply equally to the New Testament.


If you can, thank those who taught you about Jesus from infancy on.  If you can, tell the next generations about Jesus.  Since you can, thank God for His Christmas present to you of His Son.  Since you can, thank Jesus for coming to be your Savior.  Since you can, listen to and read His Word. Amen.
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