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As you come to Him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to Him—
you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
For in Scripture it says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cor​nerstone, and the one who trusts in Him will never be put to shame.” 
Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, “The stone the builders rejected has be​come the capstone,” 
and, “A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the message.


So, did you get what you wanted for Christmas?  I suspect many will think first, “Well, I didn’t want anything for Christmas, so I got more than I wanted.”  But sometimes there is something you want, and perhaps even get for yourself, something you think will meet a need or solve a problem or delight a heart.  Did it work?  Did it do what it was supposed to do?  Or did it somehow come up short?


Back in the 1970s, there was a fad meant to meet a need people have to talk about their troubles.  They say you can talk to a dog all day long and it will give you its full attention, if only you give it a little attention and feed it and take it outside, etc.  They say you can talk to a cat all day long with perfect certainty that it is never listening.  So people thought in that enligh​tened age of the 70s, “Why not do away with the drawbacks of a dog and just have a pet rock?”  You can talk to a pet rock all day long, and it will never interrupt you.  You never have to feed it.  It doesn’t care if you never take it outside.  It will never make a mess.  It’s a perfect pet.


Well, it was a 70s fad, and few people anymore have a pet rock.  But there are a few.  This year Amazon was selling a pet rock.  It came with its own nest, an instruction booklet, and a walking leash, and was only $12.95, with $5.33 shipping; earlier this week, there were only eight left in stock, and on Friday only four, which would seem to mean that a few more had been sold, and there are now people who own pet rocks.  Actually, based on the comments of satisfied customers, this particular kind of pet rock has been on sale for several years now.


So, if you had a pet rock, you could talk to your pet rock as much as you needed to.  You could relieve your stress levels, take out your frustra​tions, try out conversations, whatever you needed to do, and your pet rock would happily give you its full attention.  How wonderful.  Of course, there are times when you need some reaction to what you are saying, and your pet rock couldn’t help you out there.  There would be no criticism from your pet rock, ever, not destructive criticism, not constructive criticism.  In fact, after a while, you might even get frustrated with your inanimate pet rock.  Some have even thrown away their pet rock.  The pet rocks didn’t really care at all.


On this Sunday after Christmas, we hear words from the Lord’s apo​stle Peter about a rock which does not put to shame.  This is definitely not a pet rock, but Scripture does on more than one occasion call Him a rock, or here a stone.  Clearly, it’s a metaphor, a kind of figure of speech.  When we call Him a rock or a stone, we don’t mean at all that He is inanimate or hard or cold, but that He has the good characteristics of a rock, namely, solid, firm, steadfast, reliable, even indestructible.  So let’s look today at our Christmas present of a rock, and see that it does not put us to shame.


Peter says, “In Scripture it says,” and then he proceeds to quote from the Old Testament Scriptures several times.  Peter had been taught the Old Testament Scriptures from little on, much like Timothy, but probably also by his father as well as his mother.  Peter quotes the Old Testament often in his writings.  Here he is quoting from several places in the Old Testament which use the same kind of picture language, specifically from Isaiah 8 and 28 and Psalm 118.


The picture described for us is a construction site, not all that diffe​rent from the one out back where they are making rapid progress on the first of the new condos.  I have to confess that I invent excuses to walk back and take a quick look at their progress.  I saw them dig the holes.  It saw them pour the footers.  It saw the basement walls in place.  I only saw from a distance as they put in the floor joists and sheeted the deck.  I checked out the first walls that they put up, and watched from a distance as they lifted up the back wall that parallels my garden.


It’s interesting for me to look at a job site like that, not only to see the progress, but to see all the piles of materials around.  All the raw mate​rial they use has to be hauled in and piled somewhere around the job site.  So there are piles of 2x4s along with some different sizes of wood.  I saw something I hadn’t expected: the bay windows on the condos come preas​sem​bled, something like truss rafters; I had assumed they were built in place.


Peter is referring to the Old Testament description of a job site.  There you can see the building going up, and you can also see the piles of building materials around the job site.  This particular building is made out of stone, not 2x4s, but other things are similar.  The workmen are constantly going back and forth to the piles of materials to find the next stones to use.  The condo job site may well have one worker whose only job is to keep the other workers supplied with materials.  Sometimes, they have to reject ma​te​rial, if for example they are sent a 2x4 that resembles a corkscrew.  The ancient job site also had to exercise some discrimination in the materials that were used.


The Old Testament description of a job site pictures not only the piles of materials to be used, but also a pile of rejected materials.  The con​tractor looks over the materials delivered to the job site and rejects some stones as totally useless for the building he is constructing; those materials go to the reject pile, things for which he has no use at all.  Those things will probably have to be hauled away with the trash.


But in the Old Testament picture, the owner of the building comes to inspect the job site, the man for whom the contractor works, and he finds fault with the selection of materials.  On the reject pile, he finds the abso​lute​ly perfect stone, the most important stone.  The foolish contractor had re​jected the best stone of all.  That best stone is made the most important stone in the building.  This could happen, and that’s all that’s necessary to make it a helpful illustration.


The building being erected is the Christian Church.  The stone that is rejected by the contractor, that is, by the Pharisees, as totally useless is Jesus.  But God the Father, the owner, comes along and makes Jesus the Cornerstone, the most important stone in His building of the Christian Church.  Paul very clearly says in one of his letters: “You are … members of God’s household, built on the founda​tion of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as the chief cor​ner​stone. In Him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.” Eph2v19-21.

Psalm 118 says: “The stone the builders rejected has be​come the capstone,” another name for the most important stone.  Jesus is the stone “rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to Him.”  We in our society can find no lack of illustrations of Jesus being rejected.  More that ever before, people were pushing this year to keep Christ in Christmas, because so many wanted simply to have happy holidays without Jesus.  There was a big atheist campaign for a while, featuring a young girl writing a letter: “Dear Santa, All I want for Christmas this year is to skip church, because I’m too old for fairy tales.”  Not too old for Santa, which is acceptable to many, but too old for Jesus?


The majority of the world’s people have always rejected Jesus, and always will, up until the Last Day actually comes.  The illustration of the job site is true to life.  All kinds of inferior stones and pet rocks are quite accep​table to use in building, but not Jesus, the best stone of all.  God the Father changed things.  He did let Jesus be born in Bethlehem’s barn, a clear ex​pres​sion of rejection by many at that time.  He let Jesus grow up in relative poverty and obscurity.  He let Jesus die on trumped up charges in the most despised way possible, by means of crucifixion.  But then God raised Jesus to life again, and had Jesus sit down at His right hand, where He rules all things and all people everywhere, fully accepted by God.


So, based on all of this construction talk, on what will you base your life?  On what will you build your future, also as we enter a new year in a few days?  Will you base your life on a solid sand foundation, a foundation of shifting sands, even of quicksand?  Will you base your life on a pet rock?  Or will you base your life on the solid rock of Jesus?


In a quotation from Isaiah 28, Peter quotes God the Father saying: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cor​nerstone, and the one who trusts in Him will never be put to shame.”  If you build your life on sand, you will be ashamed when your house falls down.  If you build your life on a pet rock, you will be ashamed.  If you base your life on the num​ber of presents under the tree and how long they will last before brea​king, you will be put to shame.  But if you base your life on Jesus, you will never be put to shame.


You would be laughed at if you took your pet rock out for a walk, you know, tied on its leash and pulled it down the sidewalk, listening to it scudding along the pavement behind you, taking a leap every now and then when it hit a crack.  When you parade your faith in Jesus, you may also be laughed at, but that doesn’t matter.  In the end, we will not be put to shame for trusting in Jesus.  Rather, those who laugh at us will be put to shame.  Scripture says so.  Psalm 2 pictures all who oppose Jesus being laughed to shame.  Listen:


Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the Lord and against His Anointed One. “Let us break their chains,” they say, “and throw off their fetters.”


The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them. Then He rebukes them in His anger and terrifies them in His wrath, saying, ”I have installed My King on Zion, My holy hill.”


I will proclaim the decree of the Lord: He said to Me, “You are My Son; today I have become Your Father. Ask of Me, and I will make the nations Your inheritance, the ends of the earth Your possession. You will rule them with an iron scepter; You will dash them to pieces like pottery.”


Therefore, you kings, be wise; be warned, you rulers of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest He be angry and you be destroyed in your way, for His wrath can flare up in a moment. Blessed are all who take refuge in Him.
Amen.
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