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The Pharisees heard that Jesus was gaining and baptizing more disciples than John, 
although in fact it was not Jesus who bap​tized, but His disciples. 
When the Lord learned of this, He left Judea and went back once more to Galilee.



Now He had to go through Samaria. 
So He came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 
Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as He was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour.



When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give Me a drink?” 
(His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)



The Samaritan woman said to Him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can You ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)



Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked Him and He would have given you living water.”



“Sir,” the woman said, “You have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can You get this living water? 
Are You greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?”



Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 
but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”


Jesus spoke with the woman at the well in Samaria for a long time, and this is divided into three sections, one for today, and the other two the next two Sundays.  The bulletin indicates the direction we’re heading in.  Today, we focus on the fact that Jesus knows where we are all the time.  The key phrase in this section which points this out to us is this: “Now He had to go through Samaria.”  For most Americans, that sentence just goes right over our heads, because our knowledge of Palestinian geography is not all that good.  But for the Jews at Jesus’ time, for John the evangelist when he wrote this down this way, these words had great significance.  Most would automatically have responded: “What do you mean, ‘He had to go through Samaria’? Of course, He did not need to go through Samaria! No one goes through Samaria, ever!”


In Palestine, there is Judea in the south, Samaria in the middle, and Galilee in the north.  On the east side is the Sea of Galilee, the Jordan River, and the Dead Sea.  Judea is where Jerusalem is, along with Bethlehem, Bethany, and Jericho.  Galilee is the location of Nazareth, Cana, and Beth​saida.  But the Jews did not at all get along with the Samaritans; they regar​ded them as foreigners to be avoided.  Centuries earlier, the Assyrians had taken the northern ten tribes into captivity and moved them elsewhere, out​side of recorded history.  Instead, they brought other peoples in, who inter​married with the few Jews who were left in Samaria.  When the Jews returned from the Babylonian Captivity, they settled in Judea and Galilee, but the Samaritans were in the middle.


No Jew who had any choice in the matter would ever travel through Samaria.  No, instead, they would go down to Jericho, cross the Jordan River, and travel up its east bank, in the area called Perea, until just south of the Sea of Galilee, when they could cross the Jordan back into Galilee.  From our perspective, it’s like traveling from here down to Ohio.  Some years ago, I needed to do that a couple times, so I compared the route.  Once, I drove down into the city, took 696 to 75 and south to Toledo.  The other time, I went to Flint and took 23 south through Ann Arbor to Toledo.  The route through the city, besides being much more harrowing, took ten minutes longer.  After that, I would never choose to go through the city if I could possibly avoid it.


But Jesus “had to go through Samaria.”  He did not have to go through Samaria because that’s the way the crow flies.  The path around Samaria was well-beaten.  No, He had to go through Samaria because He knew about this woman and wanted to talk with her.  This whole trip was designed with her in mind.  He had not googled her, He had no prior contact with her; no, He knew about her because He is God who knows all things.  So He also knows all about us.  A few examples.


Last week, we saw Jesus meet Andrew and Peter, and perhaps John down by the Jordan River, not long after John the Baptist baptized Him.  Now we hear about Jesus meeting these same people along the shore of the Sea of Galilee and calling them to be His disciples.  Perhaps they had told him where they could be found, and so Jesus looked them up, so to speak.  But even if they hadn’t told Jesus where they would be, He knew.


We heard about the prophet Elijah calling his successor, the prophet Elisha.  Not long before this, Elijah had been at the pinnacle of success.  He had challenged the prophets of the idol Baal to a contest and won, clearly won, won so clearly that all those false prophets of Baal were now dead.  At God’s command, he had summoned fire from heaven to burn up his sacri​fice!  But then Queen Jezebel told him that she would soon be executing him, and he became frightened, tucked his tail between his legs and ran away, all the way down to Mt. Sinai, where he hid in a cave, so Jezebel couldn’t find him.  But the Lord found him, because the Lord always knows where we are.  The Lord found him and sent him, among other things, to anoint Elisha as his successor.


Even more clear is the example of the prophet Jonah.  The Lord told him to go and preach in Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire, the capital of the enemy, like sending someone today into ISIS territory.  Jonah had no intention of laying his head on the block, and so he headed in the opposite direction.  He booked passage on a ship heading to the far end of the Mediterranean Sea.  The Lord would never be able to find him there.  Really?  The Lord knew exactly where Jonah was, and sent the storm direct​ly there.  The sailors on the ship became convinced that Jonah was the cause of the storm, and when they threw him overboard, the storm stopped imme​diately.  The Lord knew exactly where Jonah was sinking to the bottom of the sea, and that’s where the Lord sent the big fish He had prepared for Jonah.  The big fish swallowed Jonah and brought him back to the closest coast to Nineveh, and this time Jonah went there, where the people repented and turned to the Lord.


The Lord also knows exactly where we are now, where we have been, and where we will be.  He has sent His Word about our Savior to us, even in this remote corner of the world.  But He not only knows where we are; He also knows exactly what we need.


John the evangelist states: “It was about the sixth hour.”  There were two different ways in which they measured time.  Sometimes, they counted from midnight, like we do, and so “the sixth hour” would have been 6 AM, which doesn’t make sense here.  In the second method of mea​suring time, they would count from dawn on, using 6 AM as the starting point, which would make “the sixth hour” noon, and that makes sense here.  They had traveled some distance already, and they stopped here for lunch.  Jesus sat down by the well to rest while the disciples went into the town to buy some lunch.


This woman came all alone at lunch time to draw water for a reason.  All the other women came first thing in the morning to draw water so that they would have fresh water for their families to use, and because it is cooler first thing in the morning.  But this woman came at noon, when usually there was no one else there, and she came when it was hot; she came then so that she wouldn’t have to speak to the other women.  Next week, we’ll hear that she had had five husbands already, and was living with some​one who wasn’t her husband.  The impression given is that there had also been five divorces, and so this woman’s actions had impacted on six other families in this little town.  She was definitely the town pariah.


Jesus knew this, and so came to talk to her when she was alone at the well.  Jesus engaged her in conversation, and soon offered her what she needed very much, and what we also need very much.  Here she was, drawing water from the well, and Jesus offered her “living water … a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”  Jesus used this same picture again later on, saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.” Jn7v37,38.  Jesus said that right be​fore the people tried to figure out how He could be the Savior, since He had grown up in Nazareth and not in Bethlehem.


This woman at the well knew her need for water, and so do we.  Although we can go for a longer period of time without eating, we must take in liquid, water, or we will die in only a few days.  Jesus did also call Himself “the bread of life,” but comparing Himself to water makes the pic​ture more urgent.  He is the One who can fulfill our needs, the only One who can really fulfill our needs.


He knows where we are all the time, and He knows what we need.  He sees to it that we are provided with the water of life, the good news of salvation.  We hear repeatedly what He has done for us during His life, on the cross, and from the empty grave.  We need to be reminded of that often.  He has given us full forgiveness of our sins, and the certainty of eternal life with Him in heaven.  We know that He is the way into eternal life with the Father.


But it is also comforting to know that He always knows where we are.  Parents are very concerned about the safety of their children, and might even consider putting a GPS device on their child so that they would always know where they are.  Jesus needs no GPS device to know where we are.  If the parents did see from the GPS that their child was in danger, they would rush there to help, and they might get there in time, and might not.  Jesus always knows where we are and is always with us, just as He has promised, so that He always gets there in time.  Since Jesus always knows where we are and is always with us, why would we ever be afraid?  The only reason to be afraid is if we have forgotten that He always knows where we are and is always with us and always loves us. Amen.
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