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Last week, we began looking at Jesus’ visit with the woman at the well in Samaria.  We saw that Jesus had to go through Samaria in order to talk to this woman, and that Jesus talked with her about what she needed most.  She had come to the well at noon to draw water, but Jesus offered her “living water … a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” Jn4v10,14.  Now, we see their conversation continue, as Jesus turns the conversation to a discussion of her sin and of her Savior, the most important things we also need to learn from Jesus.



The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.”


Although Jesus has told her that the water He offers has something to do with eternal life, she hasn’t yet grasped that point.  She still thinks about the kind of water which quenches thirst.  She wants the kind of water Jesus offers primarily because then she wouldn’t have to come back to the well all the time to draw water.  Jesus helped her to understand.



He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”



“I have no husband,” she replied.


Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 
The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.”


It would only be appropriate for her husband to take the leadership role.  It would only be appropriate for Jesus’ wonderful offer to her of “living water” to be shared by her husband.  So, it was a natural command to call her husband.  But Jesus, who is God, knows exactly what to say to expose her sin.  He tells her that she has been married five times, and is now living together with a man without the benefit of being married to him.  This does have a very modern sound to it.  She is currently despising marriage by, according to her way of thinking, enjoying the benefits of marriage with​out being bound to the obligations of marriage.


I suggested last week that it is implied here that her five previous marriages each ended in divorce.  I do not think the proof for that is con​clu​sive, but only implied.  Clearly, her live-in situation is wrong, and Jesus cites her five previous marriages in the same context.  I think it is safe to say, as I did last week, that her actions have impacted six other families in her small town.  Divorce is not good, although it may be the best thing in a bad situation.  Either way, the effect of Jesus’ words on this woman is to expose her sin, and she displays one of the many classic human reactions to an accusation of sin.


You and I can easily come up with several natural human reactions to being accused of sin.  One would be to turn the accusation around: “How dare you, of all people, accuse me of sin!  You have far more sins than I do.  People who live in glass houses shouldn’t throw stones.”  A very obvious human reaction to being accused of sin is to deny the sin.  “What you are accusing me of never happened.  You have made it up out of whole cloth.  You should get your facts straight before you accuse me of sin.”  Another obvious human reaction when being accused of sin is to make up excuses for the sin, that is, not to deny it, but to dress it up as something good.  “Yes, I did this which you are accusing me of, and it is a good thing that I did, because it really was a good thing to do.  Because I did not return the wallet I found, for example, we can pay that debt we owe.”


We do not like being accused of doing wrong.  God’s Law can act like a surgeon’s scalpel on us.  There are times when the surgeon’s scalpel is necessary to cut out the disease, but it will certainly hurt.  The surgeon has the anesthesiologist to mask that pain for us so that he can do the surgery.  But there is no way to mask the pain of sin and still get the sin removed.  The apostle Paul even pointed out in one of his letters that the Law works wrath, Ro4v15, that is, the Law makes us angry at the accuser, even angry at God for faulting what we have done.  It is natural to lash out in an effort to escape the accusation, in an effort to prevent the Law doing its work.  However, if we succeed in interfering with the Law, then we prevent Jesus from healing us.


This woman’s method of fending off the accusation was different.  She didn’t feel that she could attack Jesus and accuse Him of sin, nor did she think she could deceive Him by denying or excusing away her sin.  He had, after all, told her things He had no way of knowing unless He were God.  So she used the method of changing the subject of conversation.  She complimented Jesus, and then asked a completely different question.



“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that You are a prophet. 
Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”


She calls Jesus a prophet, which certainly fits in well with the words we heard earlier from Deuteronomy: “I will raise up for them a Prophet like you from among their brothers; I will put My words in His mouth, and He will tell them everything I command Him. If anyone does not listen to My words that the Prophet speaks in My name, I Myself will call him to account.” Dt18v18,19.  Jesus is the prophet God was speaking to Moses about.  Perhaps this Samaritan woman realized this, or perhaps she was just complimenting Jesus.  Either way, He needed to be distracted from accusing her of sin, because He had been too much on the mark.  So she asks where they should worship.  The Jews said that they had to go up to Jerusalem to worship at the temple there, but there were those who said they could worship God in Samaria.  This really went back a thousand years to the time when Jeroboam rebelled against Solomon’s son to establish the northern kingdom.  At that time, he reasoned that if the people from the north were still traveling south to Jerusalem to worship, he could soon lose them.  So he set up alternate worship sites in the north; the real problem came in when he established idol worship at those alternate sites, instead of worship of the true God.


But what does Jesus say about where we should worship?



Jesus declared, “Believe Me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jeru​salem. 
You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 
Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 
God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.”


Jesus’ answer is that where we worship is no longer important, but how we worship is.  Who we worship is taken for granted.  Worshiping a false god is not good anywhere.  But worshiping the true God, as we know, can be done anywhere, and should be done everywhere.  How we worship the true God is important.  It is not going through the motions that is impor​tant, but worshiping the Father “in spirit and truth,” that is, from the heart, the way that God can judge and we cannot.


The woman at the well who has perhaps heard about the coming prophet has definitely heard about the Messiah, and that it what she men​tions next.



The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When He comes, He will explain everything to us.”



Then Jesus declared, “I who speak to you am He.”


These few words are the Gospel part of this section, really the heart of this section.  Her sin has been exposed so that she is aware of it.  It is a problem that must be dealt with and cannot be swept under the rug.  Her attempt to distract Jesus from His purpose is unsuccessful.  She sees only one hope left, and that is the coming Savior.  She grasps that hope, and Jesus fills it with meaning.  He is the promised Messiah, the Christ, the Savior.  Since both Messiah and Christ mean “Anointed One,” He is the One who has been anointed to be that Savior.  It is obvious that her faith is placed in the Savior Jesus.


In this way, Jesus has quenched her thirst.  She is no longer so thirsty for ordinary water.  In fact, as we will hear next week, she left her water jar behind when she ran back to the town to tell people, “Come, see a Man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?” Jn4v29.  She has now received a far better kind of water from Jesus, “living water,” which has become “a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”  She now knows her Savior, and her heart is filled with joy.  She must share her joy with the people of her town.  They may not in the past have been her friends, but she must tell them.


This woman presents us with a wonderful attitude lesson.  When we are confronted with our sins, the proper attitude for us to have is not to deny it or to excuse it or to accuse the accuser or to make a distraction.  The pro​per attitude to have is that I am a sinner; what else is to be expected than that I have once again sinned.  Point out my sin to me, and I will do what​ever I can to change it.  First will be to confess it and turn to my Savior for forgiveness.  But then, if I can, I will undo it or correct it or make up for it or whatever I can do, because my Savior has loved me so much.


She also teaches us joy in our Savior.  He has exposed her sin, but He has also died for her sin, paid for it, and forgiven it.  He has done the same for us.  The only place for us to take our sins is to Jesus and His cross, where He paid for them all.  We can let Him fill us with the joy of knowing that our sins, all of them, are forgiven and not held against us.  Then, we too can let this joy overflow in telling others about their Savior.  Amen.
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