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Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild ani​mals the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”



The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 
but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’”



“You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. 
“For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”



When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 
Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.



Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as He was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 
But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?”



He answered, “I heard You in the garden, and I was afraid be​cause I was naked; so I hid.”



And He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?”



The man said, “The woman You put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”



Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”


The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”



So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 
And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and Hers; He will crush your head, and you will strike His heel.”


I am struck by how very familiar all of this sounds.  It sounds fami​liar not just because we have heard it before, but because we have experi​enced it before.  It sounds familiar because it is very true-to-life, describing people the way they are, not the way they wish they were.  This is not a de​scription of people who are good because they know they should be good.  This is a description of people who have every reason to be good, but are bad anyway.  Perhaps we can learn something from this about how we are today.


This is some of the earliest history of our world that exists.  Some have guessed that this occurred on the seventh day of the world’s history.  Before this, all that had happened was the creation of everything out of nothing.  This had culminated in the creation of Adam and Eve on the sixth day, Friday.  God had made a beautiful forest preserve for them to live in, filled with all kinds of fruit trees for them to eat from.  The temperature was a constant perfect, and they were also two completely perfect people, made for each other.


This is the part of the story that does not seem true-to-life to us.  It may sound true-to-dream to us, the kind of life we can only dream about.  It certainly is not like any life we have ever actually lived.  No, when we wake up and try to live out our dreams, we always end up in the kind of story we have before us.  The story starts out with two perfect people, Adam and Eve, but they disappear quickly.


On the seventh day of the world’s history, the second day of their lives, Adam and Eve walk to the one special tree God has singled out for them, calling it the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  About this one tree God has issued a special command: “You must not eat from the tree of the knowleldge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.” Gn2v17.  They did not understand all of those words.  They did not understand what it meant to die, other than that it was obviously some​thing bad.  They also could not conceive of doing anything that God told them not to do.  Why would anyone ever want to do that?  God was won​der​ful to them!  Everything they knew about God delighted them, and made them extremely happy.  They went to the tree of the knowledge of good and evil to honor God by not eating from the tree.  What else would they do?  They couldn’t even conceive of eating from the tree.


As they stood there by the tree, they saw that there was a snake in the tree.  That was not frightening, for they knew all God’s creatures, and they knew all about them.  None of them were harmful to them, all of them would obey them.  And then this snake spoke, and both Adam and Eve immediately knew that something was wrong with this snake.  Snakes don’t talk.  None of the animals talk.  But this snake talked.  Therefore, this was no longer a normal snake.  Something was wrong with this snake.  What the snake said was also wrong, questioning their loving God.  They should both have realized that this snake was evil and to be avoided.  Perhaps they did realize that, but Eve spoke with the snake.


This could be identified as the first sin already, although it doesn’t really matter, since they went on to to so much worse.  The snake begins by questioning God’s love for them, and Eve speaks up to defend God’s honor.  She should not have, but perhaps that’s hindsight speaking.  Experience in dealing the the snake’s attacks reveals that it is by far best to have no con​ver​sation with him at all.  Jesus said that the devil “was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” Jn8v44.  His only interest here is to bring Adam and Eve down.  He has bait to cast before them, and engaging them in conversation is only moving the bait into place, inside their mouths, so he can jerk the line and set the hook so that they can’t get free.


The snake implies that God has made Adam and Eve hungry and then forbidden them to eat from any of the trees.  What a silly notion!  Eve defends God by stating the obvious truth that they can eat from all the other trees, but not from this one.  God has connected the threat of death to this tree.  Then the snake comes out with his bold-faced lie, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  If he had said that right at the beginning, they would certainly have turned away and left.  But the snake is clever; first, he prepares the ground, sows the desire, and waters it, before he pounces to devour.


We understand the kind of thinking going on in Eve’s head at this time.  We are told: “When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.”  She is thinking: “I am hungry. This does look good to eat. God loves us and does not want us to be hungry. I will certainly share with Adam, and not keep it all for myself. If only I eat this fruit, I will be totally content and never want anything else. It does look like it would make us wise. I will eat some, just this once.”  Oh, yes, we under​stand because we have said the same things to ourselves.  If I only splurge this once and eat this one paczki, then I’ll be good for the next month.


The devil disguises his lies with the truth.  In other words, he mixes truth and lies together.  Part of what he says is the truth, but so mingled with the lie that there is nothing good left of the truth.  He had said that her eyes would be opened, and they were.  Eve and Adam now saw the truth, the sad truth, that good is what they used to be and evil is what they now were.  They saw that they had lost everything good which they had had for one bitter bite which now gave them complete misery.  Soon they would learn from experience what death meant.


The snake was gone, but God was coming.  What to do?  They hid from God, like foolish little children.  God offers Adam the chance to con​fess, but Adam doesn’t.  Instead, Adam blames Eve, his wonderful wife, made perfect just for him.  No, God, it’s not my fault, it’s all hers.  You made her for me, God, so really it’s your fault.  Don’t punish me, punish her!  Eve, too, refuses to take responsibility for what she has done, and blames the snake, and since God made the snake, it’s really God’s fault as well.  Doesn’t that sound so familiar to us?  We are guilty, but we won’t take the responsibility.  We will blame someone else, so that we can perhaps squeak past once again.


God now does something totally unexpected.  He takes their mutual accusations as a prayer and answers it.  Both Adam and Eve have blamed God for what they have done, and He accepts that blame, and promises to remove it.  He does so in the form of a curse pronounced on the snake.  The snake will now crawl on the ground in utter shame and contempt, but the snake will also know that a Champion is coming, one greater than Adam, who will face the snake in mortal combat and will completely defeat the snake, unlike Adam who went down in miserable defeat.


God said, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and Hers; He will crush your head, and you will strike His heel.”  There will be no friendship between the snake and people, not at all.  The snake will become one of the most despised of all God’s creatures.  One special male offspring of Eve will crush the snake’s head, a truly mortal and eternal wound.  In the process, the Champion will have His heel bit.


My friends, we are marching toward Holy Week once again.  We will see this same Champion, our Lord Jesus, a Descendant of Adam and Eve and yet more, go head to head with the snake and defeat him for us.  He will gain our forgiveness, and our readmittance to the Garden of Eden eter​nally.  He brings us the great unknown: not more of this same sinful life we know so well, but an eternity of living the way God intended us to live: without sin and with His friendship forever.  He offers this to us through faith in Jesus.  Let us trust in Him! Amen.
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