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Why do you look for the living among the dead?


The angel asks the women a question that makes them seem kind of foolish.  “Why do you look for the living among the dead?”  They were walking in the cemetery, and had stopped at the one particular grave they were looking for.  These were not holes in the ground with marker stones on top, but small caves with a stone to be rolled in front of the opening.  Each cave would hold several bodies.  They were in the cemetery looking for someone who is alive!  They are looking in the wrong place entirely for Jesus, who is alive again.  The angel could have asked Mary Magdalene the same question when she came to the tomb alone later on.  The angel could have asked Peter and John the same question when they came to the tomb: “Why are you looking for the living among the dead?”


Just a few points for us to take home today from this question of the angel.  First, these women had not a single doubt in their minds that Jesus was dead.  Some of them, at least, had watched Him die on Friday after​noon.  They had seen Him stop breathing.  They had seen the soldier run a spear into His side, producing a flow of blood and water, just what would be expected from congestive heart failure.  They had perhaps watched Nico​demus and Joseph of Arimathea take the lifeless body down and carry it to the tomb.  They could only do the briefest amount of washing and anointing the body then, which was why they were returning Sunday morning to finish the job.  They were 100% certain that Jesus was dead.


Some deny that Jesus rose from His grave.  What happened, they like to say, is that Jesus passed out, or swooned, so that He only looked like He was dead, or as Billy Crystal put it, He was only mostly dead.  This is called the Swoon Theory.  It is important to note that the people who were there on the spot were certain that Jesus was dead.  While those who make up theories in their heads might have doubts, the women were certain, as were even more the Roman soldiers.


Second, this Jesus who really had been dead was now really alive again.  In fact, these same women who were so sure that Jesus was dead met the fully alive Jesus on their journey back into Jerusalem.  They got to tell Jesus’ disciples that they had seen the Lord Jesus alive again.  There was absolutely no reason any more for anyone to go out to the cemetery to look for Jesus, since He was alive again.  They don’t keep living people out at the cemetery; they only keep dead people there.


Third, these women should have known that Jesus would no longer be dead, but would be alive again.  Of all Jesus’ followers, apparently only Mary of Bethany believed Jesus’ repeated promise that He would rise from the dead.  She is the one who had anointed Him a week earlier in prepara​tion for His burial, and she is the one who is not listed among the women who went out Easter morning to, as they thought, anoint Jesus’ dead body.  None of the disciples seems to have been listening the many times Jesus had told them that he would rise from the dead.  For example, He had said, “As Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.” Mt12v40.

Fourth, we might ask ourselves where it is that we look for life.  There is physical life and there is spiritual and eternal life.  For physical life, we look to food, much of which is dead before we eat it.  For physical life, we look for heat, much of which comes from fossil fuels which are clearly made from dead things.  This is all fine and good and necessary.


But it would be very wrong to look for spiritual and eternal life in dead things.  For spiritual and eternal life, we need to look to the Lord of life, our Lord Jesus, who is fully alive again.  He gives us spiritual and eternal life through the forgiveness of sins, because He has already died and come to life again for us.  It would be completely backwards to look for spiritual and eternal life in our own dead works.  To rely on ourselves for spiritual and eternal life would truly be looking for life among dead things.  He has done everything for us; to insist on doing it ourselves would be to regard Him as still dead.


Fifth, we might ask ourselves if we treat Jesus as if He were still dead.  He is fully alive and wants to listen to our problems and concerns.  We call talking to Jesus prayer.  Do you pray to Jesus?  If you do not, are you not treating Him as if He were dead?  Jesus wants to help us in all our troubles; if we do not rely on Him for help, are we not treating Him as if He were still dead?  Jesus has given us firm and certain promises that He is will us always, that He has all power to overcome all our troubles, that He has prepared an eternal home for us.  If we do not rely on these promises and act on them, are we not treating Jesus as if He were still dead?


“Why do you look for the living among the dead?”  Why do you look for life among dead things?  Our eternal life is found in our living Savior.  Our hope for the future and for tomorrow and for the rest of today is found in our living Savior. Amen.

